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The PREFACE: 


Do not pretend that theſe Reflexi- 
ons are to be maintained as The- 
ſes : they are but Remarks that I 
have made in reading of Authors, 
and Obſervations on their Sentiments, 
which as Conjettures I ſubmit to publick 
examiuation, and wherein I deſire my 
ſelf to be cleared, The chief Deſign of 
this Treatiſe is, to give vertuons people 
the true Notion of a Science, which ts 
the Rule of other Sciences ; and to de- 
clare what hath been the uſe "of it in the 
firſt and laſt Ages, in an hiſtorical ac- 
count of the progreſs, decay, and of all 
the revolutions which that Science hath 
undergone, for above the ſpace of two 
thouſand years, to the end that in this 
Abridoment, wherein 1 have endeavou- 
red to comprehend fo many things, what 
is ſtrong and weak, ſolid and Trivolous, 
true azd falſe in philoſophy may be diſ- 
cerned, 
A Def, a, ſo far above the capacity of 
A 2 a prt- 


The PREFACE. 
a private perſon would be raſh; if to 
prepare me for ſo great an undertaking, 
T had not conſulted the Learned of all 
Ages upon that ſubjett.This obliges me in 


the entry to declare, that I ſay little or + 


nothing of my own head, and that 1 
ſpeak not of the Ancients and Moaderns, 
but by the ſentiments of thoſe who have 
known them beſt, The intelligent, with- 
out advertiſement, will by their own eyes 
eaſely percetve the truth of what 7 ſay : 
ſo that 1 weed not burden a Book with Ci- 
tations , whereof it is but already too 


full, Nor ts it to play the Dottor, that 
now and then 1 ſpeak in 4 ſirain ſome- 


what dogmatical : it is only that I ma 
7207e plainly repreſent fo the a, 
what they already know, and revive 
their Notions thereof. 

But though I might give the learged- 
eſt of the Ancients and Moaerns for my 
vouchers in this particular , yet I pre- 
tend not that they ſhould be accountable 
for all that 1 ſay, for 1 may have 


miſlaken in citing of them * and there. 


fore 1 am willing that men ſhould know 
that whatever is good in this Work is 
theirs, and what is otherways mine own, 
For 
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For beſides that it is ridiculous to pre- 
tend to Infallibility, I am very ſenſible 
that one cannot even be exatt whey he 
graſps ſo many various matters. If Stra- 


- bo aud Diogenes Laertius have miſta- 


ken in the Hiſtory of the ancient Philo- 
ſophers, may not I be deceived in the ac- 
count of the new? So that 7 ſhall ſay no- 
thing as to that for my own Juſtification, 
but what every one may tell himſelf in 
my favour, when he ſhall be pleaſed to 
reflect thereon, _ 
The greateſt difficulty in this work 
bath been to give Form to ſo vaſt a Mat- 
ter ; ſeeing the ſeveral Claſſes of ſo 
many different Seits, after all the Au- 
thors that have wrote thereon, are not 
as yet well pe ene Plutarch doth 
n0t diſtinguiſh, and Diogenes Laertius 
confounads them, Varro reckons ther up 
to two hunared and fourſcore, and The- 
miſtius to three hundred, But becauſe 
that fcantling alone would be too large, 
I have reduced them all to ſeven princi= 
pal Sets, The fir is the Sett of Py- 
thagoras, which is much the ſame with 
that of the Egyptians: ( for there is 
little or nothing of truth known of the 
A 3 Philo- 


plans. ) The ſecond is the Sect of So. 
crates 44d Plato, of the Ancient azd 
new Academicks,of the Pyrrhoniſts azd 
Scepticks,which 7s originally one and the 
ſame. The third is that of Ariſtotle 


@xd the Peripateticks. The Fourth that 


of Teno and the Stoicks,which in a right 

line deſcends from Antiſthenes, Dioge- 
nes, Crates, azd the Cynicks. The fifth 
that of the Epicureans, which 7s deri- 


ved from Leucippus, Democritus, aud *| 


Ariſtippus. The ſixth that of the Ec- 
leticks, whoſe Founder was Potamon 
of Alexandria. And the ay 98 zs the 
Set of the Arabians, the Averroiſts, 
end the Scholaſticks, or Schoolmen, 
which is almoſt the ſame that at pre- 
ſent reions in Univerſities, Theſe are 
the limits within which I have confined 
my ſelf. Andon theſe Sets only I make 
theſe Reflexions, which I have mingled 
with moral IMaxims, and hiſtorical 
bints, that I may render ſo ary a mat- 

ter as Philoſophy ſomewhat apreeable, 

| Now, as to the Stile : 1 have thought 

fit toexpreſs my ſelf-plainly on a ſubjett 

that requires no afjettation. TI have not 

| mealed 
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' medled with the diſcuſſing of the pre- 


Y 
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cepts that are current in the Schools, 
that I might not flag too low ; F ſtick 
only to general Maxims, and dive no 
deeper : wherein Thave endeavonred to 
imitate Cicero, who in his Books of Phi- 
loſophy never almoſt engages in the retail 
of the Opinions whereof he ſpeaks, but 
ſo far as he can doit without the loſs of 
his uſual politeneſs. For the reproach 
which be caſts upon Varro ſtrikes at him- 
ſelf (Philoſophiam mulrtis locis incho- 
aſt1, ad impellendum ſatis, ad edocen- 
dum parum. You have wrote enough 
of Philoſophy to excite mens minds, 
but little to inſtruc them.) He explains 
oply the Principles and general Maxims 
of every Sect, which he accompanies with 
ſome Reflexiows, This I have done, that 
I might accommodate my ſelf to the re- 
liſh of an age, which is more affetted 
with good ſenſe than great learning. 
Ana ſeeing in the ſlock of theſe Reflexi- 
ons there will be found a Satyr againſt 
falſe Philoſophy, and an Elogie' of the 
true; I am ſure thereby not to diſpleaſe 
the vertuons, which is the moſt conſide« 
rable Secff of Philoſophers, And it is 

indeed 


The PREFACE. 
indeed only for their ſakes that T have 


et .upon this Deſign, .that: I*may "give 
ria the knowleds which reaſonable 


men ought to have of Philoſophy, and 


whereof many times men have but falſe 
Ideas, TI have concluaed this T. reatiſe 
with the Uſe that ſhould be made of it in 
matters of Religion, which men often- 

times bat little regard, when they af. 
Fett roo much to be Philoſophers, And 
ſeeing men take not always the care they 
ſhould, to publiſh nothing but what de- 


ſerves publick wiew. 1 confeſs that 7 


have aot perhaps taken time exongh, to 
_geve this Treatiſe #ts utmoſt perfettion, 
But I hope, as 1 am ready to make uſe of 
the advices that are given me, ſo I ſhall 


remedy that ins a ſecond Edition ; to the. 


end that I may make an exatt Collettion 


of fix Volumes which I have written on - 


Poetry, Eloquence, and Philoſophy, 


Reflextons 
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2.  Reflexions on 


ceived as Oracles by the publick, Great 
men.-asked rhem.Gountel 1n the At- 
fairs of eight Fmportance - Cities 
. and Provinces ſubmitted to their con- 
duct; and Kings themſelves reckoned 
it their glory to be their Diſciples. It 
is true Philoſophy... taught---Pyrhage- 
ras the integrity of manners and au- 
ſterity of lite, which gained him ſo 
many. Followers. It was Philoſophy 
that made Empedocles refuſe a Crown, 
and prefer a private and quiet life'to 
all the magniticence of Grandeur. By 
Philofophy Demorritts was raiſed to 
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Socrates to.dye without hayghtik 
weakneſs : and though 1 inche 0 . ny of 
Cato, who affected to0 much the Philo- 
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mind, which made him deſpiſe life. So\ 


that there being” hardly any-actzon o& : 
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Philoſophy in general, 3 
which was not animated by Philoſo- 
phy: It may be ſaid, that it was in 
ſome manner the principle and ſource 
of the pureſt vertue of Heathens, 

IT. 

The Zeyptians, who were the firſt 
Philoſophers in the world, gave ſo my- 
ſterious a garb to their Philolophy, that 
they made 1t paſs with the People for 
a part of their Religion: Nor did any 
thing advance it more in authority 
with the publick , or give 4t greater 
credit among the Learned. Bur their 
Priefts had no other end in ſhrowding 
their Obſervations of N:ture, under 
the Veil of their Hieroglvphicks but 
to keep them from the knowledge of 
the people, and thereby to diſtinguiſh 
themſelves from the vulgar. As they 
propagated their Philotophv only by 


Tradition, and dic not v illingly COm- 
' municate their knowledze ro other 


people;ſo(asS:r4bo obſerves )thertis but 
little known of their true Doctrine, 
The truth is, all thar is ſaid of Philo= 
ſophy, before it became to be known 


In Greece, hath ſo little foundation g 
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4 '. Reflexions on 
and all the diſcourſes that are found of 
4tn the Fragments of Sori0,Hermippus 
and Hermodorus, whereof Diogenes 
Laertius makes mention, aſwell as in 
the Dialogue of LZaciax's Fugitives, 
are io fabulous, that I intend only, as to 
what concerns the beginning thereof, 
to adhere to that which is to be found 
in Hiſtory, that I may give a more cer- 
tain account of the ſame. Beſides, 
that myſterious Philoſophy of the E- 
gyptians, 1s.10 little different from that 
of Pythagoras, that the method and 
principles of both are almoſt the ſame z 


as appears by what Plutarch tells us 1n 


ſeveral of his works, Famblicus in the 
life of Pythagoras, - Seldex, and ſome 
others who have treated on that ſub- 
ject, 
| ITI. 

The Grecians, who ſhewed greater 
paſſton for the diſcovery of truth, than 
other Nations, gave themſelves ſo ear- 


neſtly to the obſervation of Nature, 


that from Thales to Plato there were 
more Truti:s concerning Natural Phi- 


following. 


loſophy diſcovered, than in the Ages 
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Philoſophy in general, + 
following. Ir muſt be acknowledged 
likewiſe, that Philoſophy in its intan- 
cy began to produce lo great wits, and 
that it ſhewed ſo much reaſon in its 
primitive famblings, that 'irs firſt 
rudiments ſerved tor principles , and 
even for models to the following Ages. 


By long and conſtant ſtudy men ob- 


P "uv Cal SA I ai 9 Rs He ne COIEER a 


{ſerved the motion of the Heavens, di- 
ſtinguiſhed their revolutions, framed 
the firſt Ideas of a Cuwleſtial Syſteme, 
diſcovered the obliquity of the Zod1- 
ack, unfolded the moſt hidden things 
of Nature, and drew that Curtain 
wherewith Providence had hid the 
oreateſt part of its ſecrets, to preſent 
them to men as a matter of meditati- 
on and enquiry. 'And amongſt thoſe 
that laboured m the ſearch of thele Ve- 
rities, Thales, Anaximander, Anaxa- 
goras, Heraclitts, Hippocrates, Demo- 
critus, Empeaocles, and Archelaus, ob- 
tained the greateſt reputation. Pl/#- 
tarch, who n the ſecond Tome of his 
Works gives the Hiſtory of their Op1- 
nions,does indeed ſhow the contradicti- 
ons and abſurdities whereinto for moſt 
| B 3 part 


6 - Reflexions on F 
part they fell : Nevertheleſs they ſtill | 
deſerve the praiſe to have been the firſt | 
that ventured upon that fo difficult 
an attempt, and by unknown Paths 
traced the way to thoſe that followed 
them, rendring themſelves conſide- 
rable to Poſterity , by the founda- 
tion they laid to Sciences. Fuſtiz 1n 
his Hiſtory obſerves, that whilſt ſtudy 
and meditation made Philoſophers in 
Greece, Nature alone without any aſ- 
ſiſtance made thelike amongſt the Bar- 
barians in the middle of $cythia, as 
appears in Abars and Anacarſlis , of 
whom Apuleins ſpeaks, who without 
I and diſcipline attained to 
Wiſdom. 

| IV. 

To ſpeak then properly, Thales and 
Pythagoras were the rwo Founders of 
the ancient Philoſophy ; the one in 
Grecce, and the other ih taly, There 
appeired in the School of Pythagoras 
ſomewhat more regular and better 
eſtabliſhed, than in that of Thales 
and his Succeſſors: As in the Do- 
firifie of Pythagoras every thing was 
* B90} Sn <-> Jade 


| Philoſophy in general. +57 
| made myſterious , ſo ſubmiſſion was 
| its principal Character: that religious 
ſilence which with ſo much rigour he 
made his Diſciples obſerve, was an 
art to procure himſelf a more reſpe&- 
ful attention. The life of that Philo- 
ſopher, as well as his Doctrine, is at 
this day ſtil a great ſubject of contro- 
- verſie: he was indeed a man of a deep 
reach, a quick and penetrating appre- 
henſion, and of indefatigable induſtry 
and application. His uſual way of 
teaching, was by Geometry and Num- 
bers : he explained material and ſenſi- 
ble things by Geometry, and intelle- 
tual by Mufick and Numbers. He was 
of too ſolid a judgment, to imagine 
any reality in Numbers, which are but 
only intentional Beings, as Arifforle 
proves in his Metaphyſicks.It 1s true he 
found ſo great a facility 1n explaining 
the perfection of every thing by har- 
 mony and proportion, after the man- 
ner of the Zgyprians, that he expreſſed 
himſelf no other way: and that. he 
made uſe of Numbers as of Symbols 
and Signs to teach with: and all that 
B 4 Science 
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Science:of Numbers, which was ſo fa- 
nuliar to P37hagoras, 15 to this day (till 
a kind: of myſtery, whereof the ſecret 
is not very well known. Famblicus 11 
the life of that Philoſopher ſays, that 
he invented a mulick proper for the 
cure and quiefing of the Paſſhons. In 
his Moral Philoſophy there is nothing 
regular; only fair Maxims without 
Principles : his Natural Philoſophy is 
the ſame almoſt with that of the ?/a- 


zoniſts, His Doctrine of two Princi- | 


ples, the one of good and the other of 
evil, on which the anzichees built 
their belief, 1s falſe; for of real Beings 
there 15 but one real Principle, Pytha- 
goras 1n Plutarch boaſts, that the great- 
eſt fruit which he had reaped from Phi- 
lolophy was, not to wonder at any 
thing : becauſe that Philoſophy diſco- 
vered to him the cauſe of every thing, 
as. Horace expreſles it to Numicins, 


Nt admirari prope res eſt una Numici, 


In fine, Pythagor. rs had fo extraordi- 
gary 2 gemus for Philoſophy, that all 


the 


a7 


Philoſophy in general. 9 
the other Philoſophers have gloried to | 
ſtick to his ſentiments: Socrates and 
Plato have hardly any thing that is 


good but from him. And it we con- 
{ider more narrowly,we ſhall even find, 


that amongſt all other Sets almoſt, 


there is ſomewhat of the Spirit of Py 


 thagoras that bears rule, 


V. 
SOCRATES, 


Socrates was the firſt that began to 


' reduce into method the confuſed Ideas 


of thoſe that went before him, by 


ranking the Obſervations which he 


had made of Nature, in a more regular 
order, that he might ſhape them into 
Arts and Sciences. Though he had 
all the charms of wit, which flow from 
a pregnant genius and happy diſpoſiti- 
.on, yet he wanted not depth, and all 
imaginable ſolidity. And that height 
of knowledge and underſtanding was 
accompanied with the true ſimplicity 
of a Child : When he applyed himſelf 
to every thing, he ſeemed not employ- 
ed 1n-any thing: He handled obſcureſt 
matters: 


Io Reflexions on 
matters in a pleaſing ſtrain ; and his 
moſt ſerious meditations deprived him 
not of his good humour. As he ne- 
ver affected to talk like a wit, but as a 
vertuous man, ſo his ordinary jeſts 
were noble, He was capable of every 
_ thing, and proud of nothing. His no- 
tices, that gave inſtruction to others, - 
and made them of Scholars become 
learned men, ſerved only to puzle 
and entangle himſelf, by the doubts 
and uncertainties which they raiſed in 
him: And for all he was ſo rational, 
yet he too much diſtruſted his Reaſon, 
The fertility of his wit ſo choaked his 
diſcerning, that his different views led 
tim into irreſolution. By his ingenui- 
ty in declaring on all occaſions, that 


he knew nothing, he rendred the other  : 


Philoſophers of his time ridiculous, 
who brag'd that they knew every 
thing : And the ignorance he made 
; profeſſion of, acquired him greater re- 
»putation than all his knowledge. He 
\ ſuffered thoſe that diſputed with him 
. to take all the advantage over him 
they pleaſed, that he might refute 

| them 


Philofopby is general, tx 
them with ſo much the more authority, 
as he took the leis. He procured an abſo- 
lute power over their ſentiments,by the 
deference that he yielded to them : 'it 
was only by hiding his Opinion, thit 
he forced others to follow it : And the 
Empire,-that he exerciſed over menis 
minds, was but an effe& of the kill 
he had not to uſurp any, by the indif- 
. ferency which he made appear for his 
own ſentiments: as Cicero ſays, Sorra= 
tes ipſe ſibi detrahens, in diſpatationt 
þlns tribuebat iis, quos volebat refelere, 
But as he was the head of all the Sets 
that followed him ; ſo was he alſo ih 
ſome manner the Founder of all the 
doubts that aroſe amongſt them, For 
his Reaſonings tended commonly to 
the baffling of Reaſon: And as he efta- 
bliſhed Sciences, ſo he left occaſion to 
overthrow them ; becauſe he taught 
his Scholars not ſo much to know, as 
to doubt of things. Not, but that 
for all this he much contributed to give 
Philoſophy the Form it hath taken 
fifnice : For he it was that drew the firſt 
dravght of Logick and Moral Philo- 
lophy, 
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Philoſophy: But by prying into 
this, according to the quality of his 
wit, with too much quaintneſs, he re- 
fined every thing ſo much, that he 
handled theſe matters with leſs ſolidity 
than his Succeſlors, Not, but that his 
judgment is allo of great authority, 
when he affirms any thing , but his 
Sentiments are rather Principles than 
Deciſions: and all things rightly con- 
ſidered, his Philoſophy 15 more proper 
to overthrow than eſtabliſh, He had 
' moreover with his ſimplicity a great 
Soul ; for Zyſi.z having read to him in 
his Priſon a Diſcourſe that he had 
made in his defence, he choſe rather to 
dye than make uſe of it ; becauſe it de- 
fended him not with dignity enough : 
and ſo he dyed ſedately and in cold 
blood, which amazed his Judges, 


VI. 
PLAT O, 


f plato has the ſmootheſt tongue of 
Antiquity, and takes pleaſure to make 
men hear him attentively, though 

| = 


12 
lophy, and gave: Principles to Natu-. 
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| he is not much concerned whether 


they believe him or not : he is always 


* . florid, but not always ſolid. The falſe 


reliſh that was then in vogue, through 
the credit of the Sophiſts, obliged him 
to that flouriſh of exprefſion which he 


uſed. He is witty, quick, and elegant, 


and as ingenious as man can be, and 
with little coherence and method, he 


obſerves in his diſcourſe a ſecret cco- 
 nomy which fails not to hit the mark. 


And ſeeing he teaches only by way of 
Dialogue, that he may follow a free 
and diſengaged ſtile, which has the air 
of Converſation; he is rich in Prefa- 
ces, and magnihicent 1n his entry on 
Diſcourſes ; but he decides bur little, 
no more than Socrates, and eſtabliſhes 
almoſt nothing at all. However what 
he ſays is ſo naturally expreſt, that no- 
thing can be imagined more taking. 
The ſlight matters which he mingles 
with great 1n his diicourſes, and the 
trifles wherewith he circumſtantiates 
what is eſlential and weighty in the 
ſubjects he treats of, render him allu- 
ring: and it is by that way alone that he 

| amules, 


14 ' Reflexiens on 
amuſes, - But through the great deſire * 
he hath to be pleaſing, he is roo much : 
for telligg of wonders : moſt part of 
his diſcourſes are nothing elſe but Fa- 
| bles, Metaphors, and continual Alle- 
gories; he affects often to be myſterious 
1n what he lays, that he may keep him- 
ſelf the more within the verge of his 
Character ; and it is commonly by ly- 
ing that he undertakes to perſwade 
truth. Rhoaiginus pretends that his 
ſenſe 1s more to be minded than his 
words, which are often allegorical, - 
- Moreover he was too much a Politici- 
an for a Philoſopher : For in one of his 
Letters to Diozyſ;us of Siracuſa he ac- 
knowledges, that he publithed none 
of his Maxims, but under the name of 
Socrates, that he might not be account- 
able for his own Do&rine, in a time 
when the nicety of the People of 
Athens was offended at every thing. 
The condemaation of E&vcrares made 
him fo cautious, that to be in good 
terms with the Publick, and to dilpo(- 
{eſs the People of the opinion, that he 
was addicted to the Sentiments of his 
Maſter, 
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Maſter, he turned Pyzhagorean. Though 
he was a man of vaſt capacity, (for, 
what did he not know , ſays Quinti- 
liau? ) and had a wonderful Ge- 
nius for Sciences, whereof he ſpeaks 
always better than others did ; yet it 
muſt be acknowledged, that he gave 
greater reputation to Philoſophy, by 
the conduct of his Lite and Vertue, 
than by his Doctrine: For he it was 
that firſt taught, that true Philoſophy 
conſiſted more in Fidelity, Conſtancy, 
Juſtice, Sincerity, and in the love of 
ones Duty, than 1n a great Capacity. 
After his death his Diſciples fo altered 
his Doctrine. and filled his School with 
ſuch rigid Opinions, that ſcarcely 
could there be known amongſt them 
the leaſt print of the true Dorine of 
Plato : which was divided into ſo ma- 
ny Sedts, as there {tarted up Philoſo- 
phers 1n the Ages following. 


> o* 
ARISTOTLE, 


Ariſtotle 18 a Wit {ofar above others, 
that few know hum: For by an unpa- 
| rallel'd 


ralleld reach of underſtanding he ſoars 
above the higheſt : He is an Eagle that 
mounts ſo high, that men eaſily loſs 
ſight of him, and there is ſo much 
force in his thoughts, ſo great eleva- 
tion in his ſentiments, that he cannot 
be followed. He it was who firſt col- 
lected the ſeveral parts of Philoſophy, 
that he might unite them 1nto one bo- 
dy, and reduce them to a compleat Sy- 
ſteme, No man had ever fo great a 
diſcerning of truth and falſhood, as 
that Philoſopher, for he not only di- 
ved into Reaſon, that he might diſco- 
ver it, under what cloud” ſoever it hid 
it ſelf; but upon diſcovery thereof, 
had the art to make it even perceptible 
toothers 1nall its force, and intelligi- 
ble in its full extent : ſo happy and pe- 
netrating was his genius, By that qua- 
lity of mind he became {ſo 'exa an ob- 
ſerver of the Works of Nature, that 
Plato called him, the Gentus of Natnre, 
- asif Nature had made uſe of his Spi- 
xit as an inſtrument to diſcover her Se- 
crets. In all his ſentiments there ſpar- 
Kles'a fage and judicious Character, 
{7 ape whuch 
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which always ſatisfies the mind ; fo 
regular and ſolid he is: and there 1s 


! . hardly ever any thing ſaid reaſonably 


in Philoſophy , which bears not ſome 
ſignature and impreſſion of the ſpirit 
of Ariſtotle, So that all the Judg- 
ments that have been made on his Do- 
crine in ſucceeding Ages, have only 
differed according to the greatneſs and 
mediocrity of light and knowledge, 
that have ſwayed them : For in a word, 
none have given greater weight to hu- 
mane Reaſon, nor carried it farther 
than 4ri/tor/e. His method is more {0- 
11d than that of all others, becauſe his 
principles are better founded on Rea- 
ſon, and his Reaſon more grounded 
on Experience. But when he ſpeaks, 
one cannot tell whether it be to hide 
his doubts, or to make himſelf reve- 
renced, that he is obſcure. It ſeems 
he writes only that he may not be un- 
derſtood , and that his Works are not 


; fomuch toinſtrut his own Age, as to 


yu exerciſe to the following: There- 
ore it 15, that Diogenes Laertius com- 
pares him to that Fiſh that troubles the 

C Water 
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Water for fear of being taken, But 
there is ſome Juſtice due to Ariſtotle, 
as to that reproach which is caſt up- 
on him : His obſcurity is not ſo much 
the defect of his underſtanding, as of 
his ſubje&t matter ; and 1n the manner 
how he fathoms things , it is not very 
ealie to pierce the darkeſt clouds of 
Nature, to unfold her moſt hidden ſe- 
crets, to dig into nothing but abyſles, 
to walk only on precipices, not to pur- 
ſue truth but by ways unknown to all 
other heads, and to be intelligible to all 
men : And that 1s the reaſon that the 
diſcourſes of Ariſtotle have always 
more politeneſs and force than perlſpi- 
Cuity ; becauſe he confines himſelf to 
2 ſhort and conciſe ſtile, the conſtraint 
whereof will not allow but a perplex- 
ed elocution : And that is allo the rea- 
ſon that he writes 1n a manner more 
apt to amaze than per{[wade. his Rea- 
ders. One muſt have heard him, ſays 
Pſellzs, to be able ro comprehend his 
Dodrine. He, masked ſometimes with 
an affected obſcurity, what Pythagor xs 
diſguiied under Symbols, and Plato 

| under 
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under Allegories. But in fine, there 
is' ſo great a depth of judgment to be 
found in all that Ari/fforle faid, when 
one can penetrate 1nto it, that he is 
not to be tound fault with, if he have 


' not always the art to make himſelf be 


underſtood. Ir 1s in vain therefore, that 
a brood of ſtinted ſpirits have let flye 
againſt the reputation of that great 
man, under the conduct of Teleſizes, 
Patricius, Bacon, Campanella, and lome 
others, to diſcredit his Doctrine in theſe 
laſt Ages ; who by cenſuring Ariſtotle 
have pretended to be water than all the 
Ages and Nations that have eſteem- 
ed him, 
VIII. 

Philoſophy did ſhortly after degene- 
rate from the Nobility of its Extra&tt- 
on, there being none in the following 
Ages that came near the knowledge of 
thoſe great men who were its Foun- 
ders ; and that purity which 1t preſer- 


; *ved in1ts beginning, was quickly lul- 


y 
4 
; 


lied by the multirade of Sects that 
ſprang up ſince. Then began Philolo- 
phy to put on all the ſhapes and figures 
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which the paſſions of men gave 1t, ac- 
cording to the different inclinations 
and various intereſts that prevailed in 
ſucceeding Ages. For beſides that the 
School of Zezo was full of counterteit 
Vertues, and that of Epicurnus ſtuffed 
with real Vices, Philoſophy became 
impious under Diagor a5, impudent un- 
der Dzogenes, ſelfiſh under Demochares, 


cen{ortous under Lyco, voluptuous un-' 


der Metrodorus, fantaſtical under Cra- 
tes, licentious under Pyzrho, litigious 
under C/eaxtes, turbulent under Arce- 
ſilas, and took the humour of a But- 


foon under Mernippus, and ſpirit of | 


contradiction under Lacydes: In a word, 
it was abandoned to all the ramblings 
that the mind of man 1s capable of. 
The Philoſophers themſelves became 
jealous, envious, fickle, raſh, unjuſt, 
paſhonate, and ſubject to the infirmi- 
ties of the reſt of Mankind. Then be- 
gan men only to reaſon with reference 


to their humours, ambition, and 1n-* 
trigues : and 1n a ſhort time, there was | 
no foppery nor extravagancy, ſays | 


Cicero, which had not ſome Philoſo- 
| pher 


4 
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pher for Author and Patron. Men fol- 
lowed no more Reaſon but Paſſion , 
and made it their buſineſs more to - 
maintain their Opinions with heats, 
than to: defend the Truth with ſinceri- 
ty. The different intere{ts of Sects 
who at that time laboured 'to over- 
throw one another, by the oppoſition 
that was amongſt their Ring-leaders, 
*-did not a little contribute to that dil- 
. order. The ancient School of Plazo 
degenerated by the Sentiments of the 
new, into the Sect of Scepticks and 
Pyrrhoniſts, who doubted of every 
thing. And after the death of Theo- 
phraſius, the School of the Peripate- 
ticks remitted much of their applica- 
tion to Natural Philoſophy, that they 
might {tudy Eloquence. And this was 
the revolution in Philoſophy, which 
followed that of Greece : for ſince that 
it loſt its 11iberty, under the Succeſlors 
of Alexander, there aroſe but a few 
heads fit for the ſtudy of Nature, un- 
der the Reign of the Prolomies, who 
called the Learned to Alexazdria, and 
obliged them to leave Greece, Net- 


4. ther 
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ther was there almoſt any other Philo- 
{opher of note in any other part of the 
world, except ſome followers of Plato, 
Ariſtotle, Zeno,and Epicarus, who were 
in {ome vogue at Athens, The Learn- 
ed that got greateſt name elſewhere, 
were" Athenogaorus Keeper of the Libra- 
ry of the Kings of Pergamus, who cor- 
' rected the Books of Zero , Strato the | 
Preceptor of Prolomy Philadelphus, Ari- * | 
fteas that was ſent by Ptolemy the Son | 
of Zazus to Eleazar High Prieft of Fe- 
ruſalem ; Zoilus, who made himſelf fa- 
mous by his Criticilmes on the Poems 
of Homer , Nicander the Phylician of 
young Attalus, whole capacity Qui/#- 
tilian admires; Eratoſihenes, whole 
Fragments are cited by. P/utarch, Athe- 
aus, Diogenes Lacrtins,and Clement of 
Alexandria , Apollonius of Rhodes, Li- 
brary-Keeper to Prolomy Evergetes , Ze- 
moaotus who flourithed under Prolomy 
Softer, and ſome others. The jealoulte 
it ſelf which aroſe between the Kings 
of Alexandria and Pergamus, upon the 
tanfie they took of raifing Libraries, 
ſerved only to diſcredit the — 
0 
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of Ariſtotle, for the foolith emulation 
that theſe Princes had to make great 
Collections of Books, made them with- 
out diſtinction give conſiderable re- 
wards to all who brought them 1n the 
Books of Ariſtotle, as Galen aſſures us ; 
and upon that account, ſuch was the 
induſtry of Bookſellers, that forty YVo- 
lumes of Analyticks bearing the name 
of Ariſtotle were colletted, though 
he never compoſed but four : And that 


 _ confuſion was the caule that the inter- 


preters of that Philoſopher were 1o 
puzled about the true diſtinction of his 
Books. 

IX. 

Philoſophy was not known at Rowe, 
till Civility had poliſhed it. The three 
firſt Ages of that ſtate were ſpent in 
' the Conqueſt of 7ta/y. Philoſophy was 
then lookt upon as the Mother of lazi- 
neſs, which became odious in a Re- 
publick where every one was uſefully 
employed, as appears in a Fragment of 
Pacuvius, The love of Letters came 
to Rome by the Commerce which they 
had with the Grecians. Then it was 
C 4 that 
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that the Romans became the Scholars of 
thoſe whoſe Maſters they were. For 
the Study of Philoſophy was revived 
again even in Greece, by the 2iopaY 
tion of one of the Prolomy s, who ba- 
niſhed from Alexandria the Philoſo- 
phers whom his Predeccſlors had call- 
ed thither : The greateſt part of whom 
returned to Athexs, where the con- 


courſe of the Learned gave new heat. * : 


to Studies by a flight of Wits that there 
ſignalized their Capacitie: Amongſt 
whom the chief were Paretzias the Tu- 
tor of Zelins and Scipio, Polybins, Car- 
neades, Clitomarhus, Apolionins Moto 
Preceptor to Falins Ceſar and Cicero, 

who by the noiſe of their fame drew to 
Athens the moſt flouriſhing Youth of 
Rowe, for the ſtudy of Philolophy ; 
and they occaſioned even emulation 
among the Romans, who began to ap- 
ply themſelves thereto with earneſt- 

nels. Lucretins was the firſt that wrote 
there of Philoſophy, as he bimſelf af- 

firms. 0Ouizti/:ian makes mention of 
one YVarro of Gallia Narbonenſis, that 
wrote on that [ubject, Tereptins Varro, 
whom 
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whom $Saluſf calls the learnedeſt of the 
Romans, Was 2 great Philoiopher. Yr- 
gil was alſo one of the firſt that was 
delighted with the ſtudy of the works 
of Nature, But no man 1n that time 
exprelt ſo great love for Philotophy as - 
Cicero, for he wrote ſeveral Treatiles _ 
thereon, he explained to Terentins Var- 
70 the Doctrine of P/aro and other Phi- 
loſophers 1n his Academicks : he wrote 
of the Moral Philoſophy of the Stoicks 
and Epicureans to Brutus: he made a 
Diſcourſe to Hortenſius to excite him 
to the love of Philoſophy, whereot St. 
Auguſtine makes mention, He wrote 
to Trebatius the Book of Topicks, 
which 1s a kind of Logick. In fine, 
the troubles of the Republick encrea- 
ſing daily, and Tyranny beginning to 
take rooting there, he retired into the 
Country, where he applyed himſelf fo 
ſtrenuoully to the ſtudy of Philoſophy, 
that -in the opinion of P/utarch, he 
was prouder of being a Philoſopher, 
than an Orator. Brutus hikewite in 
imitation of. Cicero wrote ſome Trea- 

tiles of _ Philoſophy , which are' loſt - 
: An 
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And in this ftate was Philoſophy at 
that time 1n Roxe, 

X. 

Furthermore the Romans, who made 
appear great ſolidity of wit in whar 
they undertook,. adhered to the Philo- 
{ophy of the Grecians, and attempted 
not the invention of any new one 
probably alſo, becauſe their genius 
inclined them to Eloquence. How- 
ever it be no partiality divided 
their minds into different Opinions : 
Gravity, which was the Character of 
their Nation. allowed not the weakne{- 
ſes which ſpring from diſpute and pal- 
lion, Old Caro who naturally deſpiſed 
every thing that was not truly Romaz, 
could not endure that they ſhould learn 
any thing from the Grecizans : That 
made him give his vote, that with all 
poſſible diligence the three Grecian Phi- 
loſophers, Carneades, Diozenes, and 
Critolans, deputed from Greece to the 
Senate, ſhould be fent back again, for 
fear that the Romaz Wits might be 1n- 
teted with their Opinions. And 1t 1s 
to this al{o, that the Oracle 1n the ſoxth 
Book 
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Book of the «Azezaes has 2 reference ; 
which ſays, that the Grec:ans were to 


be greater Orators and Philofophers 
than the Romans : 


Orabunt cauſas melins, ca'iq; meatus 
Deſcribent radio, & ſurgentia ſfidera 
aicent. 


As if Philoſophy had not been altoge- 
ther worthy of the Majeſty of the Em- 
pire, This alſo Horace infinuates after 
his manner, by the biting raillery which 
he jeers all the Sects with in his Satyrs : 
And by the. Character of Ofel/as, in 
whom he repreſents the mark of a Ro- 
#4, Philoſopher, by praiſing in his 
perſon that grave, auſtere, and ſolid 
wildom, which was perfected without 
any dependence on the Rules and Pre- 
cepts which the Grecians {o much e- 
ſteemed, 


Offellus abnormis ſapiens craſſaq; mi- 
BEYUVA, 


The Grecians were indeed more poltſh- 
ed 
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ed and formal in all their ways of car- 
riage thanthe Romans : but their man- 
ners were not altogether ſo pure, This 
is the Idea that Q#4:/ti/ia» formed of 
both. Cicero who underſtood the Opi- 
nions of all the Philolophers, addi&- 
ed not himſelf tro any. Young Caro 
was a Stoick meerly by Conſtitution, 
Ceſar was a great Dialectician, eager 
in che purſuit of the knowledge of 
Nature, as he is repreſented by Zucar 
but Epicurean as to his Morals , aſwell 
. as Pomponinus Atticus, Horace was One 
of the Libertines in Philoſophy, who 
agreed with all Sects, and was of none. 
That was commonly his Sect which 
ſuted beſt with. his Aﬀairs : For he 
changed and altered : them as men 
change their humour: And fo much 
he profeſſed himlelt. 

X I. 

That ſmack of Philoſophy, which 
common ſenſe and ſound judgment 
that then reigned ſealoned Rowe with, 
continued ſtill under Aug #/ts,.a Prince 
of an even and ſolid wit. He had able 
Maſters, as Sueteriss (aith.: and by, 

IS 
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his Philoſophy he reigned with tran- 
quillity enough, conſidering the vio- 
lent Revolution that the Empire fuf- 
fered at that time. There was hatch- 
ed at Rome during his Reign a new Set 


. of Philoſophers, whereof Potamom of 


Alexandria was the Founder. That Ph+- 
loſopher picked out all that was ratio- 
nal 1n the Doctrine of the other Philo- 
ſophers, that he might compile- it in- 
to a Syſteme , and therefore he called 
his Set, the Set of Ecledicks. It 
had ſcarcely any followers but amongſt 
the Chriſtians, as Clemens Alexandyi- 
aus aſſures us. The Tyranny that un- 
der Tiberius and his Succeflors, began 
to domineer even over the minds and 
ſentiments of men, changed the coun- 
tenance of Philoſophy , aſwell as of 
the Government and Afﬀairs. Moſt 
part of the perſons of Quality became 
Stoicks, that they might have a Cha- 
racer of ſtedfaſtneſs againſt the vio- 
lences of Tiberius. So that bad for- 
tune and diſgrace made -more.Philoſo- 
phers, than the School or Clofet ; and 
men by being unfortunate became wile. 
Calt- 
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Caligula, Nero, and Domitian baniſh- 
ed the Philoſophers from Rowe : and 
Nero by a fantaſtical appetite to Philo- 
ſophy, ſent for Magician Philoſophers 
from Arabia, to refine what he had 
learnt from Seneca. Seneca himſelf 
was a better Courtier than Philoſo- 
pher ; his Morality was ſevere, but his 
Doctrine not very exact, as Q#uinti/iax 
obſerves. The truth is, Philoſophy 


was 1n no great eſteem 1n that time, 


wherein all things went by favour and 
complaiſance z mens care was only 
how to pleaſe and flatter the Empe- 
rours, and true merit being ſhut up 
in ſecret and 1n ſilence ſtirred not a- 
broad. Philoſophers were not now 
diſtinguiſhed by Vertue and Doctrine, : 
but by Habit and Grimaces ; which 
were made uſe of to impoſe on the 
Publick, by diſguiſing their real Con- 
duct. In fine, men became Philoſo- 
phers by the Beard, when they left off 
to be ſo by Manners. As it appears by 
the accident that ſome time after hap- 
pened to Herodes Atticus ; A thing like 
a man wrapped up 1n a Cloak, with a 
long 
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long Beard, preſented it ſelf to him: 
What ar't; ſaid he ? A Philoſopher, re- 
ply'd arrogantly the Fellow. 7 ſee, (ſaid 
Heyodes) the Cloak and Beard of a Phi- 
lbofopher ; but the Philoſopher 1 ſee mot 
er, 

s XII. 

The Study of Philoſophy , which 
was grown contemptible under the 
firſt Emperours, through intrigue and 
policy which the Revolution of the 
State, and the weakneſs of new Go- 
vernment produced, began ro reflou- 
riſh under the Emperour Aara», and 
his Succeſlors, in ſuch a manner, that 
theſe Princes themſelves were proud of 
being Philoſophers ; and were pleaſed 
when they were flattered to be com- 
plemented with that new Title. As it 
happened to Marcus Aurelins and Com- 
modus, when Athenagoras and St. Fu- 
ſtin, who were deputed by the Grecian 
Churches, to inform them of the Chri- 
ſtian Religion, made their Harangues 
to them. Trajax who by his wit and. 
inclination was already become favou- 
rable to Learning , the Natural Gs 
OI 
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of Pliny, Which was publiſhed in the 
time of Yeſpaſiaz, and the Dilcourles 
of Diox Chriſoſfom, who compoled 
Treatiſes of Moral” and Natural Philo- 
ſophy, contributed to the reviving of 


that Spirit which P#arch, one of the 


wiſeſt and moſt judicious Philoſophers 
that ever was, inſpired into the Em- 
perour Aariaz, whole Preceptor he 
was, as he had before done to Trajay ; 
and his Works which were at the ſame 
time ſo favourably received of the pub- 


lick, renewed in men a reliſh of Ph1- 


loſophy : Wherein he was well ſecond- 
ed by Favorinus, Secretary to the Em- 
perour, who by his Writings gave his 
Maſter jealouſlte ; of whom Dzogeres 
Laertins ſpeaks ſo often, with an ho- 
nourable Character, That love of Phi- 
loſophy which Adriaz re-eſtablithed at 
Alexandria, by the Learned whom he 
ſent thither, continued under his Suc- 
ceſlors, by the cares of Epi&erus , who 
having withdrawn from Rowe, for the 
horrour which he conceived of Dom- 
#1a,*s Reign, returned again in the time 
of Arntonine, to whom he was Pre- 
CEPLOT 3 
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ceptor ; by the Writings of Arrianas 
his Scholar , Preceptor to Anroninus 
Pins ; by the Works of Galen, Phyſi- 
cian to the Emperours, and the fineſt 
Wit of thoſe times , by thole of Dz- 
genes Laertins, Herodes Atticus the Di- 
{ciple of Favorinus, Pauſanias, Aulus 
' Gellius, Ptolomy that famous Aſtrono- 
mer, Maximus of Tyre, one of the 
Preceptors of Marcus Anrelias, and of 
many other Learned men that followed 
them, as of Taurus of Berytus, Athe- 
nens, Alexander Aphrodiſens, Philoſtra- 
tus, Plotinus, Apuleins and Porphyrias y 
who being encouraged by the Exam- 
ple of Emperours, in theſe and the fol- 
lowing Ages. revived the love of Phi- 
lolophy by their learned Works, In 
fine; 1t ſeems that the ſtudy of Truth 
began to be more valuable in a time, 
when the Oracles themſelves began to 
lye.. And Philofophy was ſo much in 
faſhion in the time of  Zaciar, that he 
undertook in ſeveral parts of his Works 
to render Philoſophers ridiculous, and 
chiefly in the Dialogues of the Batte! 
of the Zupithes, the Sycophant 
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Icaromenippus, the Cynick .and Fugt- 
zives , the nipping Jeſts that he puts 
upon them on all occaſions in imitation 
of Cratinus and Ariftophanes, who = 
upon Pythagoras and Socrates, do {ut- | 
ficiently evidence , that the opinion | 
wherein they were held at that time, 
gave ground to raillery, The truth is, | 


' there was ſo counterfeit an outſide in 


that Profeſſion, and the name of Phj- 
loſopher was ſo horribly abuſed, that | 
that Author who ſet up for the publick | 
Cenſurer of the Manners of his time, 
had reafon to make it one of the prin- 

cipal ſubjectsof his Satyr. 

KELS : 
But that Divine Philoſophy which | 
deſcended from Heaven; by the birth | 
of JESUS CHRIST, being {pread 
abroad in the world by the Doctrine | 
and exemplary lite of Chriſtians, Pa- 
gan Philoſophy began to appear to 
men yery frivolous , eſpecially when 
they came to underſtand what was that 
Supreme Good , about which men 
had for ſo many Apes diſputed in 
vain: and after that all-cceleſtial m_ 
F ity 
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lity of the Goſpel, wherein all the Wil: 
dom of God appeared to be com- 
priſed , had been publiſhed in the 
world, it filled the minds of the 
Pagans with jealouſie, For S. Paut 
having been deſirous to ſpeak before 
the Areopage of the Immortality of the 
Soul, and the reſurrection of the Body, 
as of an indubitable truth, he was 
treated there with ſcorn and contempt, 
by the Philoſophers who were then at 
Athens,who endeavoured to make him 
paſs for a Babler. The ſpirit of Vani- 
ty and Pride, which reigned moſt in the 
Heathen Philoſophy, obliged that A- 
poſtle to diſcredit it, by the advice he 
gave the Coloſſians, to take heed leſt 
they ſhould be miſled by the vain rea- 
ſonings of Philoſophers. Emulation 
encreaſed ſtill more in ſucceeding times: 
For S., Auſtin, Clemens Alexanarinus, 
Tertullian, and Euſebius employed all 
the force of their Eloquence, and all 
the ardour of their Zeal, to decry the 
fooliſh wiſdom of Paganiſm : As the 
 Heathens on the other hand began to 
| declaimagainſt our Religion, whereof 
D 2 Lncian 
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Lucian had the impudence to call the 
Author a Sophiſt, and Chriſtians 1g- 
norant People ; and Oifavian 1n Mz- 
rutius Felix reproached them for being 


wholly deſtitute of Learning. S. Au- 


guſtine in one of his Works refutes 
theſe Calumnies: with all the vehe- 
mence he could. But becauſe at that 
time the Miracles wrought by Chriftt- 
ans did much authoriſe their Doctrine, 


| the Pagans had their recourſe to Ma- 


gick and Enchantments, to keep up 
their credit by ſuch wicked Practices, 
when the uſual ways failed them. That 
abominable fancy 'to Magick, had be- 
fore that its beginning in thoſe who 
made profeſſion of Philoſophy, under 
the firſt Emperours, by means of 
Anaxilaus and Nigidius Fignlus, both 
Pythagoreans, whom. Au2uſtus baniſh- 
ed, and of the Magician Philoſophers 
whom Nero ſent for from Arabia, It 
redoubled under Dowztian by the im- 
poſtures of Apollonius Thyaneus, of | 
whom Hierocles. compoſed a Book, 
comparing his Miracles to'the Miracles 
of Jzsus Cnuxrxisr, and whoſe 

| Life 
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Life Philoſtratus wrote on the ſame de- 
ſign ; as Ennapirs wrote the Lives of 
the Sophiſts, who were almoſt all Ma- 
_ gicians, that he might oppole them to 
the life of Chriſtians, becauſe they 
gained the admiration of people, by 
their Vertue and Miracles which they 
wrought. The fancy to ſo deteſtable 
a Philoſophy was encreaſed by the Do- 
qrine of Pythagoras, which was at 
that time 1n faſhion, and whereof the 
followers became Necromancers , as 
appears by the reproach that Zuciar 
caſts on them 1n one of his Dialogues, 
But nothing gave ſo great a current to 
ſo idle a Philoſophy, as the freakiſhneſs 
of the Emperour F«/iar, who giving 
his mind to all the horrid abſurdities 
which the extravagance of his curioſi- 
ty ſuggeſted to him, made an execra- 
ble mixture of what was holy in our 
Religion with the impieties of Paga- 
niſm, that he might ſhape to himſelf 
an abominable Philoſophy. And moſt 
part of the Philoſophers of that time 
were Magicians, to pleaſe the Empe- 
rour ; Which appeared fince in Ape- 
 B'3 [e js 
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leins a Platonick Philoſopher, who be- 
ing accuſed of Magick by the Magi- 
ſtrates, defended himſelf no otherwile, 
than by a pretended connexion, which 
he alledged,of Philoſophy with natural 
Magick. That abomination , which 
continued in the ſtudy of Philoſophy 
until the time of Boetizs, and whereof 
he purges himſelf, gave ground to the 
firſt beginnings of Cabaliſtick Philo- 
ſophy and Chymiſtry, as Delrio aſ- 
{ures us. 

XIV. 


By how much the Heathen Philoſo- 


phy fell into extravagancy, by all theſe 
exceſles ; ſo much that of Chriſtians 
continued' to advance to perfection in 
the ſearch of Truth, aſwell by the pu- 


rity of 1ts Dodrine, as the integrity 


of their Manners. It is reported, that 
Solon travelling in Egypt found there a 
Philoſopher of the Country, who told 
him with a certain air of Authority, 
The Grecians, Solon, are but Children, 
Which happened to be but too true, 
in regard of the Heathens, when Chri- 
{tian Philoſophy began to ſpread abroad 

. | Its 
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its light into the world: becaule hu- 


mane Reaſon appeared in all its weak- 
neſs, before the beams of rhat divine 
brightneſs of Faith, But they who 
brought Philoſophy in greateſt vogue 
among the Chriſtians,whether by their 
works, or the publick profeſſion they 
made thereof, were Ar:ſ!;z4cs, one of 
the moſt learned of thoſe that flouriſh- 
ed at Alexandria under the Emperour 
Aarian, Fuſlin Martyr, Tatian, Athe- 
nag0ras, Bardeſanes, Athenogenes, Apol - 
lizaris Biſhop of Hicropolis, Melito Bi- 
ſhop of Sards, S. Ireneus whom Ter- 
tullian calls a man verſed in all 
Sciences ; | Tertullian himſelf, who 
was obliged to ſtudy Philoſophy to de- 
fend Religion, which in the minds of 
the Pagans paſſed for a Sect of Philo- 
ſophy ; Panthers, who explained the 
Catechiſm to Chriſtians in the School 
of Alexandria, Clement his Scholar, 
who having, through Greece and Egypr, 
in vain ſought the wiſdom of this 
world, learnt the wiſdom of Heaven, 
in the School of bleſſed Panthenrs, to 
whoſe place he ſucceeded in that fa- 
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mous Chair of the Chriſtian Schools : 
Origen,who ſucceeded to Clement, and 
who, that he might refute the Philoſo- 
pher Ce!ſs, learned all the Opinions 
that were taught at that time ; ZaiFan- 
7:25, who was Ignorant of nothing of 
all the Sets of Philoſophers ; Arno- 
_ 61s, who with ſo great judgment wrote 
againſt the Gentiles ; S. Gregory Nazr- 
anzen, of whom Eulebius ſpeaks with 
ſo many Elogies ; 4902s, who was 
eſteemed by the Pagan Philoſophers, 
and who was the firſt that taught 
Chriſtians the Philoſophy of Ari/torle. 
To theſe great men, may be added S. 
Baſil, who was the greateſt Dialecti- 
cian of his time, in the opinion of Gre- 


gory Thaumaturgns ; S. Chryſoſtom, who . 


became as great a Philoſopher as he 
was an Orator , S. Anzuſtine, who, be- 
ſides the three Books he wrote againſt 
the P/aronicks, made a Treatiſe of Dia- 
letick, which 1s to be found in the 
firſt Volume of his Works, I could 
name a great many more, who adorn- 
ed that time with the luſtre of their 
knowledge, authoriſing the Religion 
| | which 
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which they preached by the purity of 
their lives; and making the dryeſt 
Thorns of Philoſophy fructifie by the 
ſacred ſtreams of their Doctrine. 

| XV. 

From this Sun-ſhine of Philoſophy 
which at that time appeared, by the 
emulation of the Chriſtians and Pa- 
gans, men fell ſince into a groſs airof 
barbarity and 1gnorance, which can- 
not be ſufficiently lamented. It was 
in thoſe wretched times, when the 
Huns, Vanaals, Goths, and Longobards 
broke in upon 1raly. That diſorder 
began by the burning of the Biblio- 
theck of the Emperours, which hap- 
pened at Coxſtantinople, under the Em- 
pire of Zexo , wherein Philoſophy and 
the other Sciences were much concern- 
ed, by the loſs of more than ſix{core 
thouſand Volumes. The Arabzans ha- 
ving rendred themſelves Maſters of the 
world, by their Conquelts in the fol- 
lowing Ages, made a kind of revolu- 
tion in Learning aſwell as in the Em- 
pire, The nature of their genius, which 
was ſubtil, plodding , and roms 
an 
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and tied-them too literally to the Text 
of Ar:ſtotle,made them follow a kind of 
abſtra&treaſoning,which did ſomewhat 
deviate from the ſolidity of the Greeks 


and Latizxes; and though there ap-. | 


peared much ſubtilty in that way, yet 
it muſt be acknowledged , that that 
new ſtrain of Reaſon ſeemed falſe, by 
the-miſtakes whereinto Avicerna, Al- 
kindus, Alpazel, Averroes, Alpharabins, 
Albohaſez , and ſome others fell, of 
whom Poſſeviz 1n the third Book of his 
Bibliotheck relates the Errours to an 
enormous number. LZuaovicus Yives 
ſpeaking of the Metaphyſicks of Av- 
cexna, and the Philolophy of Aver- 
roes, pretends that both look like the 
raveries of a wandring imagination, 
and the Viſions of the Alcoran. And 
Thomas Aquin 1n one of his Opaſcles 
fays, that Averrees was not ſo much a 
follower of Ari/otle, which he pro- 
 feſſes, as a corrupter of his Doctrine. 
But beſides that, under the Arabians 
Philolophy became nice and full of 
quirks, by theſe preciſions and ab- 
ſtrated Notions which it introduced 
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into the Schools : It became alſo whol- 
ly barbarous 1n its exprefhons ; Rea- 
7s if I may ſo ſay, having unlearned: 
to ſhew it (elf under rational terms, It 
muſt be granted however, that the 
Arabians, by the quality of their geni- 
us, and through the leiſure which the 

proſperity of their Arms and Plenty 

afforded them, did {o apply themſelves 

to the ſtudy of the Mathematicks and 

Philoſophy, that they became in thar 
- time the learnedeſt men in the world, 
And Averroes by the depth of his 
plodding genius, and the ſtudy of .4- 
7i/ſtotle, deſerved to be called his Com- 
mentator, and founded a Se of Phi- 
loſophers under his own name ; who 
oppoſed themſelves to Aphrodiſens, 
Philoponus, and the reſt of the Grecz- 
ans, Nevertheleſs as Averroes under- 
ſtood not Arifforle but by a Tranſlation 
not very exact, he fell himſelf into ſo 
horrible perverſions of his ſenſe, that 
Bagolinws a Philoſopher of Yerona, Z+- 
mara, and Mantins in vain afſayed to ' 
corre him. For Y7ves ſayes, that he 
read only a baſe Latin Tranſlation _y 
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the Text of Ari/torle, whereof he made 
another into Arabick ſtill worſe. The 
truth is, that beſides the unfaithful Co- 
pies, which the Arahians had of Ariſto- 
zle*s Text, as Yeves and Poſſeviz aſſures 
us; it 15 thought,that the Genzs of the 
Arabian Language 1s lo difterent from 
the Greek Tongue, that the one can 
hardly exhauſt the ſenſe of the other, 
to make a Faithful Tranſlation : for 
with ſome proportion it may be ſaid 
| of all the reſt of the Arabians, what 
F Celins. Rhodiginus ſayes of Avicenna, 
Avicenna lingue pgrece ignaruns chum li- 
bros Ariſtotelis mutiles perverſoſq, lege- 
ret, autorem eminentiſſimum minus con- 
I | ſequi potuit. Picus Mirandula (ayes, 
l that Averroes ſtuck to the ſtudy of 4- 
riſlotle, and Avicenna to Plato, which 
ocaſioned the. Oppoſition of Opini- 
ons that are to be found betwixt 
| them. Afrer all, they were both great 
Men, and of 'extraordinary eſteem 
amongſt the Learned, | 
XVI. 
The School-men, who all addicted 
themſelves to the Doctrine of Ari/torle, 
-. and 
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and formed their minds by the ſtudy 
of the Arabians, from whom they took 


that ſubrile and nice Spirit , which 


ſince ſlipt into the Schools, made the 
laſt Se& of Philoſophers, which hath 
been in any reputation. Thomas A- 
quinas 1s pretended to have been the 
tounder of that Se, for having read 
Ariſtotle in a Tranſlation of Averrees 
made by a Spaziard, he took from it 
the Method, which Zfrarc Arch- 
biſhop of Canterbury, Gilbert Porre- 
t4iz Biſhop of Poiltiers, Azelard, and 
Peter Lombard, had already rongh- 
hewn upon the Idea that Damaſcenmus 
had framed' thereof : and whereof 
Peter Comeſior compoſed the firſt Ele- 
ments, for they were great DialeQici- 
ans. Danems in his Prolegomenaupon 
the firſt of the Sentences, hath written 
the beginnings of the Scholaſtick Phi- 
lolophy, which may be {ſaid to have 
had three different periods, as is report- 
ed of the School of Plato ., the an- 
cient, the middle and the new Scho- 
Iaftick. The firſt, which had it's be- 
ginning under the Archbiſhop of Caz- 

| terbury, 
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zerbyry, or to ſay better, under Petey 
Lombard, laſted almoſt two hundred 
' years, andendedunder Albertus Mag- 
zus. Lombard ſoiled much the purity of 

Theology, by many unprofitable que- | 
ſions, wherewith he perplexed it. 
Alexander Aleſins was the moſt conſi- 
derable of thele firſt School-men, The 
ſecond began with Albertus Magnus, 
Biſhop of Ratiſbonre, the vaiteſt Genius 
of theſe Ages, in the Judgment of 
Trithemns, and continued until D4- 
7andas: and during that ſpace of a- 
bout an hundred years, the Doctrine 
of Ariſtotle was raiſed to the higheſt 
pitch of its reputation, by the vogue 
that Thomas Aquinas and Fohn Duns a 
Scotiſh-man gave it. Theſe were the 
two Spirits of greateſt capacity for Phi- 
lolophy in theſe laſt Ages. No Man 
ever reaſonned with more juſtneſs and 
exactneſs than Thomas Aquinas : Solt- 
dity was his chief character, as ſub- 
tility- that of Scozus, They both made 
themſelves ſo famous by their learning, 
that they became the heads of two the 
moſt celebrated Sects that ever were ; 
an 
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and had it not been for the miſery of 
their times, wherein barbarity reigned, 
they would have been comparable to 
the greateſt Philoſophers of Antiqui- 
ty. The third Age of School-Philoſo- 
phy began with D«randzs, who to get 
reputation, did riſe againſt Thomas A- 
quings , but with little ſucceſs, and 
laſted till Gabriel Brel a German, the 
compiler of other Philoſophers, who 
expreſled ill, what he concerved indiffe- 
rently well; for there is a dulneſs in 
his expreſſion , that renders him dr 
and harſh, Then did the Wits ſubtt- 
lize more and more by an emulation of 
being Nominaliſts or Realiſts. Ochams 
was the chief of the Nomunalifts, who 
taught that Beings Univerſal were but 
words, and Scotns leader of the Rea- 
lifts, who taught that the ſame Uni- 
verſal beings were real things. And 
as that age was infefted with that 
naughty air which corrupted the 
Schools , ſo the animoſity of theſe two 
Sects hurried mens minds into ſuch ex- 
tremities, as cannot be paralell'd in an- 
tiquity ; for in Germany they _— 

uch 
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ſuch War together , as broke ſome- 
times out into extravagancy and 
rage. It was no more diſputing in the 
Univerlities, but downright tghting, 
and opinions were only defended by 
violence. Then it was that Philo- 
1ophy was wholly taken up about the 
operations of the mind, conceptions, 
and precilions : the wits drained their 
reaſons with frivolous queſtions : Men 
fell into heats for bare and pure forma- 
lities, raiſed to themſelves Phantaſms, 
and Diſputations ; Reaſon became l1- 
tigious and trickiſh to maintain it ſelf, 
and truth was almoſt nothing elſe but 
the price of the diſpute. This was 
called Wit, but was it ſo? In this me- 
thod were compoled heaps of idle 
Books and. Opinions, which ſtifled all 
. that remained of a good reliſh for Let- 
ters. Nevertheleſs, that Scholaſtick 
Air, how dry foever it was, appeared 
moſt ſolid and proper to overthrow 
falſhood : error and impoſture could 
nor endure its ſplendour, and the 
ſharpneſs, animoſitie, and paſſion, 
which was thento be tqund in diſputes, 
Was 
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was not ſo much the fault of the 
Schools, as of thoſe that abuſed them, 
_ XVIL 

There were notwithſtanding in thele 
Ages three Philoſophers, who by a 
ſpirit of novelty took their flight out 
of the Schools, and deviſed a method 
quite different from what was in uſe: 
thele were Reymund Lilly, Cardan, and 
Paracelſus, who with very different 
Notions were all three of a Character 
not much different. Reymund Lally by 
the commerce which he entertained 
with the Arabians, became very skil- 
ful in Medicine, Natural Philoſophy 
and Aſtronomy : And of theſe three 
Sciences he made a fourth, the Art of 
Chymiſtry, whereof in Spaiz and 7taly 
he was the Reſtorer. He endeavoured 
to overturn the order eſtabliſhed in the 
Schools, by reducing Philoſophy and 


\ other Sciences to a method, that has 


nothing of ſolidity, and which is ſo 
tar from making men learned, that it 


.could never make one reaſonable. Car- 


dan 1s a vaſt and irregular head that 


. Offers at all without diſtin&tion ; and 


E fixes 
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fixes on nothing : What he ſays him: 
ſelf of his familiar ſpirit, which he be- 


lieves to be made up of - $4a##r» and 
Mercnry 1s fo fooliſh, that one cannot 


_ read him in cold blood without laugh- | 


ter: And what headds elſewhere, that 
that ſpirit did not communicate it ſelf 


to him but in dreams, 1s ſtill more ex- | 


travagant, It is he who hath in thele 
laft Ages revived all that ſecrer Philo- 


Le LY 


ſophy of the Cabal and Cabaliſts, ' 


which fills the world with ſpirits, to 
which he pretends that men may be- 


come like, purifying themſelves by | 


Philoſophy. But Paracelſzzs who had 


the air more of an Operator than Phi- | 
lolopher, is the moſt extravagant of | 
all: For he fancied to himſelf to make | 
a new Philoſophy, a new art of Medi- ' 
cine, and a new Religion , of his own | 


head making himſelf, by a ridiculous 


neutrality, the Mediator between the | 


Pope and Znther, that he might bring 
them both to his Maxims, Gohory was 
his firſt Follower 1n Frazce, a -very ſu- 


perfictal Naturaliſt, but a great Difſtil- | 
ler, Paracelſus had a deep wit, 2 dall 


and 
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and obſcure expreſſion ;' all his words 
were Riddles;and his diſcourſes Myſte- 
ries. Rullandus a' Germgy Phyſician 
made a Dictionary of his terms, with 
which one cannot yet underſtand him. 
Paracelſus re-eſtabliſhed Chymiſtry in 
Germany: The Emperour Charles the 
Fifth heard him ; but upon the propo- 
ſition that he made to enrich him by 
Chymiſtry, called him an Enthuſiaſt, 
To theſe three Philoſophers may be ad- 
ded Cornelius Aprippa, Arnoldus te 
villa nova, Peter of Apono, Bacon, and 


| fomeother Cabalifts, of whom 42rip- 
| pa himſelf ſpeaks in his Epiſtle to the 
| Abbot TH/themins, But all that Philo+ 
| ſophy can ſerve forino other end, bit 
| tolead men into extravagancy and 1 


- | luſion; becauſe it ſeems to diſguiſe un+ 
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| der the veil of Natural Knowledge, 


what 1s moſt black and horrid in Ma- 


_ eick, About that time Renchlin en- 


deavoured -to revive 10 Germany the 
Philoſophy of Pyrhagoras, as Marci! 
ins Fitinus' had in\7aly re-eſtabliſhed 
the Doerine of 'PZxiro. Theſe were 
the Diſtetipers of thols Ages: Of 
| EB 2 which 
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which the different taſts for Philoſo- 
phy, the diverſity of ſentiments, and 
the inſtability. of ſpirits that 1s to be | 
ſeen at that time, ſhews ſufficiently the 
weakneſs, | 

X VIII. Y 
( [In fine, ſeeing the love of Learning, | 
} and eſpecially of Philoſophy, became 
- confined to Exrope, the different Nati- 
- ons thereof applyed themſelves vart- | 
*oully to it, according to the diverſity | 
of their genius's and inclinations. The | 
{Spariarads according to the Character | | 
of their Wits, cut out for Dialeick | « 
and Reflexions, became ſubtle 1n their | 
Reaſonings, Formaliſts and Metaphy- 
ſicians, The 7taians took a more a- 
greeable air, they grew for moſt part 
curious 1n lovely Ideas the Works of 
Triphus one of the learned of the laſt | 
Ages, inſpired into them love for the | 
Philoſophy of Ariſtoz/e, and the Books | 
of Cardinal Beſſarion and Marcilins Fi- | 
c-nu5 gave them.an inclination for the | 
Philoſophy of Plero., to which they | 
accommodated themſelves better than | 
other Nations, by the quality of on | 
| Ne. 
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fine genius, naturally quick but lazie, . 


The French, who found themſelyes ca- 


\ 


pable of -all Sciences,..embraced all , _ 


and by that Character of Capacity and 
Curioſity, copied what they found 
good amongſt other Nations, and ſuc- 
ceeded in every thing. The Engliſh, 
by that depth of Wit which 1s com- 
mon to their Nation, loved the Me- 
thods that were profound , abſtrule, 
and far-ſought ; and by a head-ſtrong 
application to labour, ſet themſelves 
to the obſervation of Nature more than 
other Nations: as appears by the 
Works which they have publiſhed. 
The Germans, by the neceſſity which 
the Climat impoſed upon them to 
keep themſelves by the fire, and by the 
conveniency of their Stoves, addicted 
themſelves to Chymiſtry, as did other 
Northern people: So that the Southern 
Countries contributed to make Philo- 
ſophy profound and ſubtle, and the 
Northern to render it laborious and 


mechanical. [And of all the moderny 


S 
greateſt noiſe, are Galz/2u5 an Italian 


Philoſophers, thoſe that have mad 


OO 
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Bacon, Hobbes, and Boile Engliſh, 6aſ- |. 
exars and De ſeaxtes French, and r an- 


Peg Dan Galilews ieems 
to be the moſt ingenious of all; and | 
* he I think may be called the Father of | 
Modern Philoſophy, His Method re- |: 
ſembles much that of the Platoniſts, | 
his Stile 1s pleaſant ; and by his man- 
ner of Writing he conceals many de- 
fects: though he hath -copied many | 
things from the Primitive Philoſophers, - } 


yet all ſeems to be his own, and he is | 


taken for the original in *jeveral places, 
where he 1s but the tranſcriber, ' Bacon 
has a ranging wit which dives not | 
deep 1nto' any thing ; his too great | 
reach hinders him from being exact, | 
the moſt part of his ſentiments are ra- 
ther Overtures for meditation, than 
Maxims to be followed : His Opinions | 
are ſomewhat ſubtile and 1parkling ; 
and 1f they be rightly conſidered, they 
reſemble more ſparks of fire, than an | 
entire and natural light, Hobbes is ob- | 
icure without delight, ſipgular in his 
Notions, learned, but not very ſolid, 
and inconſtant'in his Doctrine ; = 

1C 
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| heis ſometimes Epzcurean, ſometimes 


Peripatetick, Boz/e is exact in his Ob- 
ſervations ; no man in Exrope hath en- 
riched Philoſophy with ſo many Expe- 
riments as he ,. he reaſons upon his Ex- 
periments with indifferent good con- 
ſequence , which afterall are not al- 
ways unqueſtionable , becauſe his prin- 
ciples are not always certain: he is in 
a word, an able Philoſopher and great. 
Naturaliſt. Gaſſezdus, who deſired on- 

ly to pals for the Reſtorer of the Phi- 
lolophy of Democritus and Epicurns, 
ſpeaks little of his own head ,; there 1s 
nothing almoſt in him but the beauty 
of ſtile, that may give him the credit 
of an admirable Author : To refute 
his Natural Philoſophy there needs no 
more but the Arguments of Ari/otlc 
againlt Democritns and his Dilciples. 
Deſcartes 1s one of the moſt extraordi- 
nary genius's that hath appeared in 
theſe laſt times; one of a fertile wit 
and profound meditation : the conc9- 
tenation of his Doctrine reaches his 
point, the order of it 1s well deviſed 
according to his principles ; and his 
| E 4 Syiteme 
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/Nature, In a word, 6Galileus is the. 
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Syſteme, though made up of the an- 
cient and modern, 1s well digeſted. 
The truth 1s, he teaches men too much | 
to doubt, and that 1s no good model | 
for ſpirits naturally incredulous : but | 
in fine, he is more original than o- | 


thers. //anhe/mazz, through the know- 


Tedge which he had of Nature after his 
way, performed ſuch prodigious things 


by his Remedies, that he was put 1n- 


to the Inquilition, upon ſuſpicion that 
what he did was above the power of 


moſt agreeable of the Moderns, Pacoz 
the moſt ſubtle, Gaſſendus the moſt 


learned, Hobbes the moſt plodding and ' 
thoughtful, Bozle the moſt curious, : 
Deſcartes themolt ingenious, and Y7ax- | 


helmont the greateſt Naturaliſt , but 


too much wedded to Paracelſus, The: | 


-moſt univerſal method of his Philo- 
\fophy, is the ſympathy and antipathy 


"Zof Simples and mixt Bodies, which he 


Iwell underſtood. 


XIX, 
Upon the retul of all theſe notions 
of Ancient and Modern Philoſophy,and 
upon 


| 
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upon the different character of both, 
this comparifou may be made, The 
Ancient Philotophy 1s more founded 
on authority, and the Modern on expe- 
rience ; the Ancient 1s ſimple and na- 
tural, the Modern artificial and elabo- 
rates the former 1s more modeſt and 
grave, the latter more 1mperious and 
pedantick, The ancient is peaceable 
and calm ; for it was ſo far from dil- 
puting, that it would have the minds 
of Youth prepared by the Mathema- 
. ticks, that they might be accuſtomed 
to ſubmit to demonſtration without 
| heſitation : the modern 1s of a ſtrain of 
diſputing of every thing, and of train- 
ing up Youth to noiſe and the tumult 
of the School, The Ancient inquires 
only into truth out of a ſincere deſire 
to find it : the Modern takes pleaſure 
to diſpute it, even when it 1s diſcover- 
ed. The one advances more ſecurely 
in its method, becauſe it hath alwayes 
the Metaphylicks for a guide : the o- 
ther is unſure in its ſteps when it is 
once deprived of that condudt. Con- 
ſtancy, Fidelity, ſound Judgment, and 
i Stedfaſtneſs 
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Stedfaſtne(s,was that which men called 
Philoſophy in the dayes of P/ate, And 
the diſlike of buſineſs, peeviſhneſs, the 
renouncing of pleaſures when the uſe 
of them is loſt through the extinction 
of paſſions, I know not what Autho- 
rity that is derived from the. Gray- 
beard, counterfeit audacity, phleg- 
matick {ullenneſs, moderation, and all 
that Wiſdom which ſprings from the 
weakneſs of Age and Conſtitution, is 
the Philoſophy of a great many now- - 
a-dayes, The Ancient 1s uniyerſally 
more learned, it aims at all : and the 
Modern confines it ſelf to the ſole con- 
{ideration of nature, reſting ſatisfied 
to be a mere Naturaliſt. In fine, the 


Ancient is more addicted to ſtudy, | 


more laborious and indefatigable 1n 
what it undertakes ; for the Primitive 
Philoſophers ſpent their lives in ſtudy : 

| the Modern 1s lels conſtant 1n its ap- 
plication, more ſuperficial in its pains, 
and more precipitate in its ſtudies. And 
this precipitation accuſtomes it by little. 
and little to ground too eaſily, reaſon- 
ings not very exact, upon uncertain 
rumours 
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rumours, teſtimonies of little credir, 
and upon experiments not well agreed 
upon. - It pronounces boldly upon 
doubts and uncertainties, to fatisfie in 
ſome manner the eagerneſs that it ſome- 
times hath -to vent its imaginations, 
and to give vogue to novelties: ſo 
that to make a deciſion between both, 
I am of the Opinion of that intelligent 
Philoſopher of thele laſt Ages, ho) 
all things being well conſidered was of; 
the mind to ſtick to the Ancients, an 

leave the Moderns to_themſelves : for- 
the plain common ſenſe of the Primi- 
tive Philoſophers, 1s preferable to all 
the art and quaintneſs of the new. 
But let us conclude without prejudice, 
that as from what Cloud ſoever the 
day breaks out, it ſhould be accounted 
pleaſant; ſo from what part ſfoever 
truth comes, 1t ought to be eſteemed. 
Let us no more diſtinguiſh ancient rea- 
ſon from new, becauſe on what ſide 
{oever we behold it, and what colour 
ſoever weglveit,itis alwayes the ſame. 
And let us make this reflexion, that if 
there be ſome Opinions better received 


by 
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by the publick than others, it is but 
ſometimes becauſe their Cabals have 
been more powerful,or their Stars more 
favourable, 

XX. 

There are therefore two extremities 
to be avoided, 1n the courle that is to 
to be held between the Ancient and 
Modern Philoſophers. The firſt is of 
thoſe who out of a good Opinion 
which they have of themlelves, find 
nothing comparable to their own 
Age: the Zeal whichthey have to free 
themſelves from the Tyranny, which 
the Authority of rhe Ancients have us 
ſurped over mens minds, is a falſe 
Zeal: that 1s the way to impoſe new 
Laws on Reaſon, under pretext of.giv- 
ing it liberty. And all theſe fair pre- 
cepts which men give us to ſhake off 
the prejudices of Education, Cuſtome, 
Authority, and to cure our ſelves of po- 
pular anticipations, are but Snares laid 
for our credulity : they ſpeak tous only 
of liberty, to impoſe upon us a new 
Yoke. Ir is only to give to the 
Moderns, what Men would take 
from 
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from the Ancients ; and to deſtroy the 
credit of Ariſtotle to let up the reputa- 
tion of Deſcartes: bur is it juſt to de- 
ſpiſe thoſe whom all antiquity have re- 
ſpeed ? Tradition alone and the U- 
niverſal Conſent of all people, might 
oblige us to do Juſtice to thole great 
Men, who have been the Founders of 
Sciences ; for the World is a great Al- 
ſembly, wherein every Age has its 
Vote, and to know who ts preferable 
in the Judgment we paſs on men, we 
muſt look on thoſe who have deſer- 
ved from the Publick the moſt Univer. 
verlal Approbation. None but ſuper- 
ficial minds can be pleaſed with Novel- 
ties. He that 1s ſolidly wiſe, is not 
ſurpriſed at the luſtre of Noveltie ; he 
adheres only to what is eſtabliſhed by 
the ſuffrage of the Ancients, as the 
Prophet hath it. 1s it poſſible that ſo 
many Ages, ſo many Great-Wits, ſo 
much Application,. and ſo many 
Works, have been able to produce no- 
thing that 15 tolerable, ſaith Cicero? So 
that if we compare our ſelves with 
the great men of the firſt Ages, let us 
nOCL 
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not decide raſhly in our own favours : | 
we are partial Judges, it 1s the part of 
poſterity to give their verdict thereof. 
Let us but caſt our eyes on the ages 
paſt, and that will teach us modelity. 
Theſe great Men, beſides the extraordi- 
nary gexi they had for Sciences, ſpent 
their lives in continual pains, with a 
docility of Spirit without example. 
Pythagoras was a Schollar fifty years 
under the greateſt Maſters of the world. 
Enſebins {ayes that Democritus ſtudied 
fourſcore years. Parmenides hid him- 
ſelf eighteen years in a Cave, there to 
meditate on Logick, Plato was the 
Diſciple of Socrates, Archytus and 

Enrytizs, above forty years. Ariſtotle 

ſtudied under P/4to more than twenty 

years. And hall we, forſooth, after 

two years ſlight ſtudy , ' under very 

ordinary Maſters, pretend to compare 

with theſe great men ! 

XX I. 

The other extremity to be avoided 
1s the pertinacious adhering to the An- 
tients ſometimes without Reaſon : Men 
make an Idol of their Authority by a 

blind 
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blind prejudicated perſwaſton of their 
merit, Such was the head-ſtrongneſs 
of George of Trabiſond, who made a 
Book to prove the conformity of 4- 
riſtotle with the holy Scriptures : and 
of Marcilinus Ficiaus who pretends 
that Plajo knew the myſtery of the 
Trinity, For which Meatina a Spaniſh 
Divine condemns him of boldnels in- 
jurious to the purity of our Religion, 
which contains nothing but what is ſu- 
pernatural. . Zermol ans Barbayus was 
yet more whimſical in his cleaving to 
the Dodtrine of Ari/forle : that learned 
man by an horrible Cataſtrophe of his 
Wits raiſed the Devil, that he might 
learn the true ſenſe of Ari/toz/e, about 
a Term which that Philoſopher uſed, 
and whereof the {ignification ſeemed 
to him ambiguous. But the moſt fan- 
taſtical of all, was the Emperour Fu- 
lians who, as Ammianus Marcellians 
faith , debaſed the Grandeur of his 
Vertues, by playing the Philoſopher: 
he was chaſte, ſober, juſt and vigt- 
lant ; but by a ridiculous devotion to 
the Authority of the Ancient Philoſo- 

phers 


64 Reflexions on 
phers, he preferred the Doctrine of 
Plato to that which St. Paul taught the 
Athenians , and by a fearful rambling, 
he gave himſelf over to all the curiolt- 
ties of an unſettled mind, The haugh- 
wiſdom of Paganiſm hindred him 
from ſubmitting his reaſon to. the wiſe 
follie of the Miſtery of the Crols, 
which appeared to be beneath that 
Philoſophy wherein he gloried : and 
becauſe he made that Philoſophy his 
Religion, ſo ſoon as he was Maſter of 
his Opinions, by becoming Maſter of 
the World, he renounced the Doctrine 
of ] ESUs CHuRIST, that hemight 
- embrace that of Pyzhagoras and Socrates, 
whereby he [aboured to gaia an extra- 
vagant reputation among the Philoſo- 
phers of his time , and by an abomina- 


ble vanity, would acknowledge no- | 


Gods, but ſuch as owed their Divini- 
ty to his grant: ſo much was his mind 
\ debauched by his ſtubborn adherence 
to the Ancients. There 1s therefore 4 
mean to be obſerved between the An- 
cients and Moderns; thele are to be 
reſpected without vilifying of thoſe. 
&f0) 
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So let us endeavour to diſcover new 
Truths, and not negle& the Ancient; 
Let us not overthrow things eſtabliſh- 
ed, to eſtabliſh things that are uncer- 
tain: let us preſerve our liberty, and 
let us not loſe the uſe of our reaſon, 
by a blind adoration of the ſentiments 
either of the Ancients or Moderns : 
let us do Juſtice to both , and let us 
value merit wherever it be, without 
minding whether tt be old or new. 
XXII. 

But though a man may have his 
mind ſufficiently armed againſt the 
prejudices which ariſe from the Au- 
thority of the Ancients, and the incli- 
; nation which he may have to the Mo- 
| | dern, yet hath he hardly ever the pow- 
er to ſtrip himſelf wholly of the natu- 
ral love which he hath for his own 0- 
pinions. That is one of the great in- 

firmities of the mind of man ; becauſe 

| ſelt-love believes nothing to be fo 
much its own as its Opinion : men 
look upon that as a Creature of their 
| own, and renounce all other intereſts 
to maintain this; Men areeven forne- 

2» F t1mes 
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times ſo opinionative and obſtinate in 
defending their own conceits,that they | 
run upon ſtrange extremities. The | 
Diſciples of Plato gave themſelves to 
be burnt for the Doctrine of their Ma- | 
ſter, and the Followers of Hegeſias ſuf- | 
fcred themſelves to dye of hunger, by | 


ſticking too cloſely to 'the Maxims of 


their School. Socrates, for all his wil- © | 


dom, in cold blood gave his life to 


preſerve his Opinion. And even 1n | 


thele laſt Ages there have been men ſo 
fooliſh, as to become the Martyrs of 
their Doctrine: For Errour hath its 


Votaries, ſtricter than thoſe that Truth |! 
_ 1t felf hath, Men have even ſome- | 
times a ſecret vanity to authoriſe by | 
their ſuffrage, what 1s not warranted 
by Reaſon ; and blindly embrace Prin- 
ciples which they underſtand not, and | 


whereof they are only fond, becauſe 
they are hard to be underſtood. Theſe 


are the moſt common illuſions of ſelf- 


love, which how ridiculous ſfoever it 
be 1n 1ts other paſſions, yet 1s never ſo 
much, as 1n 1ts obſtinacy to maintain 


its Notions, And as nothing is more | 
| | unreaſonable 
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unreaſonable than what it wills , ſo 
nothing is leſs maintainable than what 


it thinks. But the worſt of extrava- 
gancies is, to be obdured againſt the 


| ' torrent of publickly-received Opini- 


ons; and to admit-of no other ſenti- 
ments upon the ſubjects that are in 


| hand, buta mans own private opinion : 


ſuch mea take pity to ſee others contra- 
ry to themſelves in judgment, becauſe 


| they abound ſo much in their .own 


ſenſe, that they acknowledge no other : 
this is the Character of ſtinted minds. 
For in fine, the more merit there 1s 


. ſtedfaſtly to maintain true Reaſon, 


when once it is known , the more there 
is of Vertue to forſlake the wrong, 
when men are per{waded of its fall- 
hood. That is a magaanimous inge- 
nuity, faith Arifotle: And it is a great- 
neſs of Soul to retain its full liberty, 


- by maintaining of truth and renoun- 


cing falſhood, according to the diffe- 


- rent views that one hath of both. Thus 


did Hzrppocrates acknowledge that he 


| had been by falſe Principles ſometime 


miſtaken in his Reaſonings, So great 
F'9 modelty 
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modeſty could not proceed but from a 
oreat Capacity : and it is always a mark 
of judgr2ent, to doubt of its own ſuf- 
ficiency, 


X XIII. 

It is great knowledge to judge of 
things, according to the different 
degrees of certainty that they may 
have, to clear the truth of appearan- ' 
ces; to take that for Opinion, which 1s | 
only but Opinion, and ſo to diſtin- 
=_-m Judgments as one may give 
ound Judgment of every thing, For 
the diſorders which ſlip into the mind, 
by the various ſentiments that paſs in + 
publick, ſpring from this confuſion of | 
diſcerning. For example, Copernicus | 
ſhuts himſelf up in his Cloſet, that he | 
may frame a. new Syſteme of the | 
World : herevives the Opinton of that | 
Nicetas of Syracuſa, who taught that 
there was nothing in nature at reſt, 
but the Sun, He beats his brains to 
frame a new Opinion according to his 
fancy, and there is nothing better de- 
viſed than that Hypotheſis : however, 
wouldit be reaſonable to make the O- 
pinion 
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pinion of that great man paſs for a de- 
monſtration ? and without conſulting 
the Univerſal conſent of ſo many Ages, 
who have gone before us, and who 
are of a contrary Opinion. Would it 
be juſt to oblige all the World to be go- 
verned according to the imagination of 
Copernicus, and to make a private mans 
ſentiment a Law to all thereſt of man- 
kind ? Deſcartes erects a new natural 
Philoſophy, upon principles that are 
Not altogether new, He calls his own 
Syſteme himſelf a Chimera ; for in 
that manner hediſcourſed with his con- 
fidents, naming his Philoſophy a Ro- 
mance : and men would have me el- 
poule the Opinions, that he laughs at , 
is that reaſonable ? I confeſs, Iadmire 
his Ideas, but am not ſo ſubmiſſive as 
to think them unqueſtionable : and ſo, 
I return to my principle, which ought 
to be the rule of all the reaſonings in 
Philolophy, that one muſt be frugal 
of his belief, that he may employ it ,ac- 
cording to the different degrees of cer- 
tainty which he finds in the matters he 
. Examines ; to the end thathe may take 
nothing for a truth but what is true, 
F 3 and 
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and think that only probable which is 
probable. In that conſiſts all the pru- 
dence of the Wiſe-man, faith Epicurms 
in Cicero; andic is a bad Character to 
at in another manner ; forthings are 
often otherwayes than they appear, by 
the Opinion and Notion that men 
frame of them, 
| XXIV. 

They are but falſe meaſures and de- 
ceitful notices, that make mendeviate 
from the common ways of Philoſophy, 
to ſearch out extraordinary paths : and 
It is always a ſign of a depraved taſte 
in Sciences not to love what is com- 
monly received by all the World : one 
1s {ubjet to wander, when he follows 
by-ways. Itiseven convenient in the 
conduc of life, toadhere only to com- 
mon Opinions : otherways a man ex- 
poſes himſelf to great abſurdities. A- 
lexander tor all his valour, having fail- 
ed in this principle, became worthy of 
contempt : He wept , ſays Platarch, 
becauſe following the Opinion of De- 
morritms, Who made many Worlds, 
he had not as yet conquered the half of 
| | | ONE 5 
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one. That greatnels of ſoul which he 
makes appear by ſo noble a ſentiment 
becomes ridiculous, ſaith E/:zaz#s ; for 
it is grounded on a falſe Foundation, 
So would a Magiſtrate , whoſe Life 
ought to ſerve as a Model 1n a well-or- 
ordered State, be of little Judgment 
in the mind of Crcero, ifin his condu&t 
he followed the Opinion of Epicurrs : 
and if inſtead of being ſevere, he made 
appear eaſineſs in his ſentiments ; for 
all the Counſels of a publick perion 
ought to be auſtere, to hold every one 
to his duty. To what purpole is it to 
preſcribe rules to others to live in or- 
der, if he himſelf be irregular? 7f we 
did follow, ſayes that Orator, iz our O- 
rations theſe ſingular Opinions of the 
Stoicks, who eye Glory and I9n0miny 
after another manner thanother people 
doe , becanſe they are not affected with 
either of the two: and if we would pro- 
poſe to the publick the opinion which the 
Porch zeacheth of Vertue and Vice, Good 
and Evil, no body would liſten to us. 
And there is nothing more abſurd, 
than the way that Cicero brings in Tor- 
"I < qual ns 
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quatus ſpeaking in the Senate, upon 
the principles of Epicarus, whole Do- 
&rine he followed. There is in that di- 
{courſe ſome quaint anddelicate touch- 
es of Raillery : that Orator ſeems de- 
lighted to declame againſt all other Phi- 
lolophies, but that which was 1n uſe, 
judging nothing more oppoſite than 


that to true eloquence. It. was that 


likewiſe which hindred Demoſthenes 


from embrace any Party,amidſt the ma- 


ny Sets which in his time ſprung up 
at Arhezs, that he might not wander 
from the uſual ſentiments and common 
ways, which are fitteſt to per{ſwade. 
And for all that Fulivs Ceſar was ſo 
ambitious to be a great Philoſopher, 
yet he made it his only bulinels to be- 
come popular, that he might the bet- 
ter gain upon the minds of the people. 
In fine, what-ever men ſay, one can 
hardly retain the Character of a wiſe- 
man, 1n deviating from the common 
opinions, nor of a publick ſpirit by 
embracing private ſentiments. And 
to extend this to all Profeſſions, how 
thould a Poet be laughed at, who, fol- 
lowing the opinion of Copernicns, 

; would 


\ 
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would make the Earth turn round the 
Sun : or who, according to the Syſtem 
of Deſcartes, ſhould never ſpeak of Stars 
or Conſtellations, without ſpeaking of 
whirlings and of ſubtile matter ? how 
ridiculous ſhould one be, what wit ſo- 
ever he might have, with ſo dainty 
principles! 
XXV. 

Nevertheleſs there is nothing now- 
adays more in uſe with Philoſophers, 
and nothing bears greater rule than 
that kind of humour : For men ſeek 
only to ſet off their parts by new and 
extraordinary ſentiments , and leave 
the way of common ſenſe becauſe it is 
too much beaten, When one has got 
a more working brain than others, he 
falls on a fanſie of ſpeaking that which 
other men never ſaid, This whimſi- 
calneſs, as Cicero ſays, made Arceſil.zs 
be taken for a ſeditious perſon, who 
overthrew the old Academy, to erect a 
new one. And Ramrs, by that humour 
in'theſe laſt Ages, was like to have de- 
{troyed the Univerſity of Pars : For, 
that he might canfute the falle Peripe- 
teticks, 
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zeticks, he attacked the true ; and 
to reſtore the Schools to peace, he be- 
came their diſturber : He was a learn- 
ed man, bold to decide ; but natural- 
ly troubleſome : he'only imitated Zau- 
rentins Valla and Ludovicus Vives, tWO 
great Criticks in the former Age, that 
he might ſet up for an Innovator. In 
fine, men often diſpute thus, only that 
by a fanſie of innovation they may 0- 
verthrow what 1s beſt eſtabliſhed. 
When men have not the power to 
make new Opinions, they find a way 
to give a new garb to the ancient g 
and that they may paſs for Authors at 
any rate, begin the change of ſenti- 
ments by the change of language: 
Men give new names, as Zexo did 
heretofore, to Opinions which are not 
new : and what do they not to ſpeak in 
a'different {train from others, and to 
gain reputation at any rate whatſo- 
ever? Butſeeing thehbertinage of ſen- 
timents proceeds from the licentiouſ- 
nels of manners, the mind ſtands in 
need of barriers to keep it within 
bounds. Religion, Laws, Cuſtom, 
Educa- 
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Education, Puniſhments and Rewards, 


'_ ought to ſerve it for a Bridle when it 


begins to ramble z yet ſometimes it re- 
volts againſt all theſe: and when it 
hath once caft off the yoke, and runs 
out beyond the common Opinions, 
there is no kind of extravagancy that 
comes amiſs to it. This makes Laws 
neceſſary : For Civil Authority oughe 
to have a hand in regulating the ſenti- 
ments of men whoſe minds are natu- 
rally extravagant. 
XXVI 

There are ſome minds naturally free 
in their ſentiments, and others born 
ſlaves: The one ſway the others by an 
alcendant of birth, and the others ſuf- 
fer themſelves to be governed through 
a weakneſs of wit ; they are ſo depen- 
dent through the quality of their ge- 
nius, that they are only fit to receive 
the impreſſions that are given them, 
and to tollow the motions that others 
inſpire into them, From this defect 
and weakneſs have ſprung the different - 
Sets of Philoſophers : For as there are 
{ome ſo bold as to raiſe themſelves a- 
bove 
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bove others, there are likewiſe many 
ſo timorous and dependent, as to ſub- 
mit to them, and to entertain no opi- 


nion nor ſentiment, but with a depen- 
dance on their Maſters. There are al- 


ſo ſome minds ſo light and credulous, 


and who ſo freely reſign themſelves, 
that the raveries of other men guide 


their reaſon and condudt : the ſpirit of 


bondage extends 1t ſelf even to their 
hearts and thoughts, becauſe they are 
too weak to retain the liberty of chul- 
ing ſentiments of their own. But 
what is more ſtrange, there are ſome- 
times obſcure and {ullen ſpirits, whoſe 
notions are naturally perplexed and 
confuſed, and yet are liſtened to like 
Oracles ; and who gain a kind of Em- 
pire over mens minds, and no body 
can tell wherefore ; unleſs it be that 
they are bolder and more poſitive in 
| their deciſions than others : and ſuch 
blades procure authority only by pre- 
ſumption and boldneſs. This was the 
way that Paracelſis got into vogue in 
the laſt Age: his affe&ted obſcurity 
made him conſiderable ; his ORs 

ult 
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built particularly on this, that he ſpake 
not like other men, and that no body 
underſtood him : his confidence in 
playing the Maſter without Reaſon, 
won him diſciples, and by that means 
his Dodrine received a myſterious air, 
which raiſed him Followers. It is 
partly by that way alſo that Deſcartes 
has got reputation : the entangled an- 
ſwers which he makes to the difficul- 
ties that he forms to himſelf, are al- 
ways new difhculties which buſie the 
Reader : men take pleaſure to ſee them- 
ſelves led from obſcurity ta obſcurity, 
without knowing whither they are go- 
ing. Yet that Author does pleaſe 
by that art, becaule it is thereby thar 
he ſeems oraculous. His Interpreter 
that endeavoured to render him more 
intelligible, by a new explication of his 
Natural Philoſophy which he publiſh- 
ed lately, hath robbed it of part of its 


beauty, by putting it 1n a plainer dreſs. 


Nothing ſeems to give ſo great fatis- 
faction 1n that admirable piece, as the 
trouble there is to underſtand it. That 
obſcure ſtile has ſomewhat more my- 
ſterious 
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ſerious: the quality of being income 
prehenſible is a great charm to his Di- 
{ciples, who admire him more for that, 
than for any thing beſides. And that 
obſcurity 15 an art which ſome men | 
employ, and wherewith our blockiſhe 
nels is ſatisfied. | 
XXVII. 

Subtile and quick wits are not al- 
ways fitteſt for Philoſophy. It were 
better to condenſe the imagination by 
ſomething that is groſs, than to ſuffer 
it to evaporate in too quaint ſpeculati- 
ons. The plain common ſenſe of S9- 
crates triumphed over all the arts and 
quirks of the Sophiſts. Philoſophy be- 
comes only abſtracted, when it leaves 
off to be ſolid : men addict themſelves 
to formalities, when they have nothing 
that is real to {ay ; and never think of 
betaking themſelves to ſubtilty , but 
when they are out of hopes to make 
Reaſon prevail by ſimplicity, That 
ſame Protagor 5 who was the firſt that 
deviſed captious Reaſonings, took that 
ſubtle way, becauſe his mind was ftuf- 
ted with nothing but falſe Notions. 
Hs 
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He was no true Philoſopher , ſayes 
Anlus Gellits,, becauſe having rendered 
himſelf redoubtable by his arguments 
he became the greateſt jangler of the 
Sophifts, All was ſpoilt, faith Sexecs, 
by ſtriving too much to refine every 
thing. For to make a vain oftentation 
of wit men left the eflential part of 
Sciences, began to weaken the truth 
of things by the artifice of words, and 
made uſe of Sophiſms when they 
wanted ſolid reaſons. By this new 
art Nauſiphanes and Parmenides turned 
all things topſie turvie. By this, Cle- 
antes, Chryſippus, and the reſt of the 
Szoicks made their wiſe King an Efhgy, 
whom they furniſhed with Titles of 
Nobility and Treaſures, that conſifted 
only 1n fair words and magnificent ex- 
preſſions, as C:cero pleaſantly upbraides 
them. So the Simplicity of reaſon 
was corrupted by the artifice of dif- 
courſe : and men played with truth in- 
ſtead of uſing it with reſpe&t. This 
was the fault of the Spaniards of the 
laſt age : they did with Philoſophy, as 
with policy, by the quality of their 
Spirits 
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Spirits born to reflexions, they drew 
them both out into unconceivable ſub- 
tilities ; and there was not any Scho- 
lar who did not refine his Maſter, 
From whence happened a diſorder like 
to that whereof Sexeca complained 
heretofore: diſputation became all the 
fruit of Philoſophy, and it was more 
made ule of to try the wit thag to 
cure the mind, Let us be ſatisfied 
with the common wiſdom that is in 
uſe, and with the reaſon that we find 


in the Commerce of the World, with- 


out keeping ſuch a ſtir and making fo 
much ado: one runs a hazard of turn- 
 ingFool,when he would be otherwiſe; 
and there is nothing more unprofitable 


in the common condu, of life, thari 


thoſe two exquiſite Opinions which 
are made ule of to ſubtilize in Scien- 


CES. 
XX VIII. 

Philoſophy taken the wrong way 
hath ſpoiled a great many men, and 
that ſtudy of wiſdom. ill underſtood 
hath made a good many fools. Empe- 
docles had a lofty and high genius ; 


Lucretimns 
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| otherat Bo/onza, became impious by 


Lyucretis compares him to the greateſt 
of the Ancients z but the vapours of 
Melancholy meeting with an over- 


| ſtrained Application, and a too liead- 


ſtrong ſtudy, ſo ſullied his imagination 
and altered his brain, that he became 
mad ; and 1a the fit of his rage threw 
himſelf into Mount «#4; where he 
was devoured by flames. Horace pre- 
tends that he endeavoured to render 
himſelf immortal by ſuck a fair piece 
of boldneſs. Hepxry Cornelius Apgrippa 
in theſe laſt Ages ſo weakened his Spi- 
rit by reading of P/azo, and by the 
Doctrine of the ?/atoiſts, that he fell 
ito extravagancy, as he himſelf con- 
felles. Peter D*Apono a Phyſician of 
Padua, who flouriſhed' under Clement 
the Seventh, ſo marred his imaginati- 
on by reading of the 4r4biar Philoſo- 
phers, and by too frequent meditation 
on the Aftrology of Alfraganm, that 
he was put into the Inquiſition, as 


| having been ſuſpeRed of Magick, Poz:- 


oxatins and Cremoninmus, the one Pro- 
feſfor of Philoſophy at Padua, and the 


foo 


oy 
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too immoderate ſtudy of Philoſophy, | 


and left to poſterity the marks of their 


Extravagancy, They were Philoſo- | 
phers who did injury to reaſon , by | 
by making ſo bad an uſe of it. Itmay | 
be {aid alto, that Libertinage was the 
moſt uſual effect which Philoſophy | 
produced. in moſt part of the Wits of * 


chat Age, and which rendred it odious, 


For by. the wicked uſe that men made | 
of it, - they ſpoiled their Judgment, ' 
endeavouring to improve their reafon, | 
But to be ſhort,if the moſt regular wil- | 


dom of man is ſubject to ſtraying, what 


is to be expected fromthe falſe glimpſes | 


of an inordinate Philoſophy, joyned to 

the weakneſs and extravagances of a 
brain-ſick head ? | 

| XXIX. 


It is no ſmall progreſs1n Philoſophy, 
to have learnt how much obſcurity and | 
uncertainty 1s mingled with our exact ! 
eſt knowledge, and to be' ſatisfied to | 
be ignorant of that which cannot be | 
known. That is it which makes the | 
knowing man ſpeak with trembling ; | 


I15 great capacity makes him the more 
timorous, 
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timorous, becauſe the light of his un- 
derſtanding diſcovers to him more of 
the darknels of his mind: the greater 
his penetration 1s, the more it lets him 
ſee his own weakneſs, and obliges him 
to diſtruſt his ſtrength. That made 
Ariſtotle ſay, that old men are'more 
jealous and incredulous than others , 
becauſe the experience which they 
have of the uncertainty of things, ren- 
ders them more cautious and circum- 
ipet, Socrates could not conceive 
why the Oracle had called him the 
wileſt of men : he examined himſelf, 
and found nothing worthy of that 
elogy ; unleſs perhaps that he was 
wiſe, becauſe he did not believe him- 
ſelf to be ſo: his knowledge ſerved to 
make him the better underſtand his 
ignorance, which he frankly confel- 
led, Epicuruus was naturally wiſe, 
, | for he was a Philoſopher even in 
' hispleaſures : He was fo ſharp-ſighted, 

> | that his Brother Vzocles ſays, in Plu- 
> | zarch, that Nature had aſſembled all 
| the Atoms of knowledge and wiſdom, 
to compole his perſon ; whulſt he him-. 
G 2 ſelf 
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ſelf ſays that he knows nothing. His 
Friends ſtun. him with acclamations 
and praiſes, and he minds them not, 
But beſides that modeſty which is the 
vertue of great men, there is a ſage 
and diſcreet ignorance, that in the con- 
duct of life can doubt of things, 
whereof no certainty can be had, and 
is willing not to know ſuch things, 
whereof no knowledge 1s to be attain- 
ed, unleſs men would dive into that 
which is infcrutable. For Nature ha- 
ving reſerved to her ſelf ſome certain 
ſecrets that are above our reach, it 1s 
great wiidom to ſhut our eyes, and not 
to pry into ſuch Myſteries, There 1s 
no truth bur may appear falſe, nor 
talſhood which may nor ſeem true : and 
on this uncertainty 1s grounded the 
doubtfulneſs which the learned man 
ſhows in his judgments. Ir 1s allo to 
be acknowledged, that this circum- 
ipection is one of the great fruits that 


may be reaped from Philoſophy. So | 


that the opinion of thoſe Philoſophers 


is to be eſteemed, who place the ſu- | 
. preme knowledge of man and his true 
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reaſon, in acknowledging the weak- 
neſs of his wit, and the uncertainty of 
his judgment : but when they deprive 
the ſenles of all credit, becauſe they 
may may be deceived, and doubt of 
every thing, becauſe they have ground 
to doubt of ſome things, they are not 
to be liſtned to, Theſe are extremi- 
ties far contrary to true Philoſophy, 
which only enjoyns moderation. 
XXX, 

But how much there is of folly to 
doubt of nothing, and to doubt of e- 
very thing : ſo much there is of im- 
prudence. to approve all, and to ap- 
prove nothing. To preſerve the en- 
tire liberty of ones judgment, with- 
out being prepoſleſied with falle Rea- 
ſon, or pretended authority, 1s a 
ſtrength of mind whereof few are ca- 
pable. The proud man approves of 
nothing, for tear he ſubmit himſelt by 
approving of ſomewhat ; the light 
and ſuperficial perſon approves every 
thing , that he may ſpare himlelf the 
pains of examining what 1s propoſed 


' | to him, To cloſe with every thing, 
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and to cloſe with nothing, are other 
extremities to be avoided by a wile 
man. The deſign of that Proconſul 
of Greece, who called together to his 
houle all the Philoſophers of different 
Secs that were then in vogue at 4- 
thens, that he might bring them to a- 
greement, appeared ridiculous to Pox- 
fonins Atticus ; but the deſign of that 
Arabian Philoſopher, who undertook 
to refute the opinions of all the other 
Philoſophers, and to overthrow their 
Doctrine, by a: Book written to that 
purpoſe, which he called The Deſtru- 
ion of Philoſophy, ſeems to .me more 
ridiculous. Awverroes wrote a Contu- 
tation of that Book, which he calls, 
The Deſtruttion of the Deſtruttion, and 
which 15 one of the beſt of his pieces. 
For I look upon it to be the utmoſt 
point of extravagancy, conſidering the 
way that men live in the world, for 
one to ſuſpend his. judgment amongſt 
fo many truths, and:fo many falſhoods 
unverſally acknowledged, and to ap- 
ply himlſelt to no fide. There is like- 
wiſe weaEknels to follow only the ſen- 
7 renee lavcors 
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timents of others, and to become a 
ſlave to all their opinions : but it is a 
far more dangerous condition, tov be 
hardened by a ſpirit of pride, againſt 
that inclination which man naturally 
hath to be perſwaded by reaſon. and 
truth, ſo as to believe nothing, and to 
doubt of every thing. TI like. not 
that blind ſubmiſſion of the Diſct- 
ples of Pythagor.c:, who reaſoned no 
more after that he had ſpoken : his au- 
thority ſerved them for reaſon. Thoſe 
1mperious ways, which force men to 
yield, are ficter to overturn the: mind, 
than to inſtruct it, For, if we ſpeak 
properly, all the liberty that man hath, 
is his right to judge of things as he 
leaſes , and there is nothing that de- 
pends on himſelf but the uſe which he 
makes of his opinion. All theſe ex- 
ceſles are blame-worthy in a Philoſo- 
pher, who ought to mind nothing, 
but to hear reaſon, and find out truth. 
It 1s true there are ſome ſpirits, who 
ſtand in need of exerciſe and nouriſh- 
ment that they may be employed: all 
goes well with them, even falſe Noti- 
G 4 | ONS, 
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ons, empty Imaginations , chimerical |} 
Deſigns, and rather than have nothing 
to think on, they amuſe themſelves 
with the Viſions of others, their own 
heads having nothing to preſent them 
with for entertainment. From this 
Character men ſtumble on another 
more pernicious, which is a levity in 
believing every thing. Let us avoid 
theſeextremities ; let us examine what 
is doubtful, but let us give our aſlent 
to what is true : let us never be impo- 
ſed upon by conjectures, but letus not 
reſiſt evidence ; and let us above all 
things conſult reaſon and common 
ſenſe, which are the ſureſt means to 

attain to the knowledge of the truth. 
- ""XXXL 
When we ſeriouſly examine the mo- 
tives that incline moſt part of Philoſo- 
_ Phers to eſpoule a Party in the Opini- 
ons which are publickly profeſſed, we 
fnd in their conduct nothing leſs than 
Philolophy : For it is often withour 
deliberation , without choice, before 
maturity of- age, by chance, and even 
ſometimes without thinking on it, that 
MET ns - hey 
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they cleave to an Opinion. As it com- 
monly happens to thoſe who come to 

be of a Sentiment, by the Cloaths they 
wear, by the Country they belong to, 
by the company they keep, by the in- 
tereſt of the courle of life they follow, 
by the Cabal that wheadles them, by 
the Croud that draws them along, by 
the Torrent that hurries them, and al- 
ways by any other Conſideration than 
that of Reaſon and Prudence. Where: 
in they are like thoſe Philoſophers, of 
whom Cicero ſpeaks drollingly , ad 
quamcung, diſciplinam quaſi tempeſtate 
delati, ad eam tanquam ad ſ[axum ad.- 
hereſcant : who ſtick to an Opinion, 
as men toſſed in a ſtorm cleave to the 
Rock on which the tempeſt has caſt 
them. By this means men ſubmit 
themſelves to the tyranny of prepol- 
ſeſſion, becaule they want ſtrength of 
diſcerning to ſet them above preju- 
dices: they forſake their own judg- 
ment, to be led by the fancies of ano- 
ther: they defend with heat, what 
they have undertaken without Rea- 
ſon; and maintain raſhly what they 
have 
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have embraced inconfiderately. And 
when one 1s prepoſſeſled by a lenti- 
ment, he makes 1t a ſenſeleſs point of 
honour to maintain a fooliſh opinion, 
It happens even ſometimes, that the 
animolity of Parties puts a ſpirit into 
thoſe that have none, and that many 
times they have no other talent, nor 
other reaſon, but the bitterne(s where- 
by they are animated. To conclude, 
theſe raſh and fortuitous embracings 
of the ſentiments of others, look to 
ridiculoully, that it were far better not 
at all to be a Philoſopher, than to be 
one of that ſtamp, The choice that is 
to be made in theſe occaſions, 1s: to 
make none at all, For a Philoſophy ſo 
little founded on reaſon is but a mere 
debauchery of Wit, and real weak- 
ets: | 
XXXII. 

Truth is now-a-dayes ſo perſecuted 
by all the diſguiſes of the Age,that men 
have not ingenuity enough to ſpeak 
candidly, or courage to be ſincere. He 
muſt be reſolute that would be a Philo- 
{opher in good earneſt, Ir 1s a great- 
” neſs 
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neſs of ſoul to ſpeak as one thinks, and 
think as one ſpeaks; as that Xomar 
did, of whom Q#:nti/ian ſpeaks, Scizs 
eum ſentire que dicit, You may be 
aſſured he (peaks what he thinks, A 
Moral Philoſophy from the hand of 
ſo candid a man would have been of 
great force, and the loſs of the Trea- 
tiſe of Vertue which he compoied is 
great: for never man ſpake with great- 
er freedom than he, He imitated that 
ſtrain of Secrates, who could not dil- 
guiſe his ſentiments. Men are never 
ſubject to ſpeak againſt their Conſcien- 
ces but whenthey are weak : intereſt, 
paſſion, head-ſtrongnels, prejudice, the 
torrent of cuſtome, dependance.,are the 
moſt uſual obſtacles to ſincerity, and 
the purity of our judgments. Such 
kinds of weakneſſes only make men 
forſake their own ſentiments, to em- 
brace the Opinions of others: And it 
1s but a lowneſs of Spirit, anda baſe 
complaiſance that make men ſquare 
their Opinions, by the judgment of 
thoſe they depend on, and whom they 
deſire to pleaſe, The truth is the molt 
lovely 
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| lovely of all Philoſophies, 1s to know 


howto live, that is, to accommodate 


ones ſelf to perſons, affairs, and ſea- 
ſons, as reafon requires it : Yet that 
is to be done freely and without 
conſtraint ; that we may not imitate 
thoſe weak ſouls, whole lentiments on 
every thing are borrowed, and whoa- 
baſe themſelves to condeſcend to Opi- 
nions,to whichthey can hardly ſubmit, 
becaule they want courage to retain 
their entire liberty. So ſervile a kind 
of Philoſophy 1s -but a counterfeit 
wiſdom. Such was that of the Sexarors, 
who lived under Tyberius and Nero, 
of whom Tacitws ſpeaks ; who having 
proſtituted themſelves to the moſt in- 
famous kind of flattery, put on the 
Mask of Philolophy to fave them 
from perlecution, wanting courage 
to be true Philoſophers, and truly to 
ſpeak their Judgments in the Senate, 
XX XIII. 

Diſputation is an Art ſet in vogue 
by the.Schooles to rouſe Youth, and to 
exerciſe their Wits : it ſerves to incul- 
catereaſon to theſe that underſtand it 
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not, and to impoſe ſilence on bablers :; 
but it ſerves likewiſe to feed animoſity, 
to give a fair colour to all ſorts of paſſi- 
on, and to maintain opinionativeneſs, 
in deſpight of Truth and ſound Judg- 
ment, There is no Philoſopher who 
becomes not by this fine Art, a man 
for progreſs, and clearing of doubts. 
For every diſputant may undertake to 
perſwade others of his Opinion by 
noiſe, when Reaſon fails him. In 
fine, diſputation, as all things elſe, has 
its good and evil: fo that without pre- 
tending to condemn it, let us imploy 
it to thoſe uſes wherein it may do good. 
But let us open the eyes of rational 
men, that we may not abuſe them , for 
moſt-times men only diſpute, becauſe 
they ungerſtand not one another. 
Thales has vacuity in horrour, De- 
mcritus bogles not at it ; let them but 
mutually explain themſelves, and they 
| are good friends. Epicurm believes 
his ſenſes too much, Empedocles be- 
lieves them not at all: they ſhall diſ- 
pute no more, when they have once 
agreed upon it what the errour is, 
which 
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which hinders the belief that ſhould be 
given them. Let us make a Carzeſ! ax 
underſtand, what ſenſe. and ſenſation 
is, and he ſhall eaſily allow that a 
Horle is a Beaſt, though now he be- 
lieves it not. Men have diſputed al- 
moſt three hundred years about Liber- 
ty, becauſe as yet they are not agreed 
what it 1s: Let us make appear to Phi- 
loſophers and Divines, who have ſpo- 
ken of it ſo differently, wherein it con- 
ſiſts, and they ſhall ſpeak in the ſame 
Language. For in fine, when men 
have reaſon , and -are agreed about 
principles, there 15 no more diſputing. 
That great Diverlity of Opinions 
which reign in the World, proceeds 
only from the different manner that 
Men think and ſpeak of them. This 
made Ariſtotle ſay, that when two ra- 
tional men are of a different ſentiment, 
it is commonly becauſe they ſpeak dif- 
ferently , and all diſputation is more a- 
bout words than things. 

pd: XX ATV 

Though the Philofophy which is 
taught in the Schools at preſent, with 
that 
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that method of diſputation introduced 
there, hath been much cenſured by 
Rams, a Profeflor of the Univerſity 
of Paris, about the end of the laſt Age, 
by Gaſſerazs in the beginning of the 
preſent, and generally by all the mo- 
dern Natural Philoſophers of any repu- 
tation ; becauſe it hath {uffered much of 
the purity of the Doctrine of Arz/ozle to 
be corrupted by its Profeſſors, who 
profels themſelves to be his greateſt 
Followers: yet for all that I ſtill think 
it the moſt convenient, in regard of 
the way that men live in at preſent, 
yea and the moſt proper for Youth, art * 
the age that they apply themlelves to 
it : becaule that after all that hath been 
ſaid, it ſftamps on the mind an impreſ[- 
ſion of order, to make men ſpeak ex- 
actly, and with method of every thing : 
It teaches us to reduce unto certain 
principles the matters we treat of, that 
we may methodically deliver our opi- 
nions : it exerciſes the ſpirits of youth 
by the ſubtleties of Logick and Meta- 
phyſick, in the only way that they 
are Capable of: it gives them but an 
abridge 
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abridgment of Moral Philoſophy,whulſt 
their underſtanding 15 not ripe enough 
to ſupport a long deduction of Con- 
cluſions, which are entertainments too 
ſerious and calm for the heat and edge 
of youth ; which is an age of too lit- 
tle experience, to delight in the con- 
templation of the Works of Nature by 
a ſerious ſtudy of Natural Phuloſophy, 
and of too narrow a capacity to compre- 
hend the vaſt extent of humane Afairs, 
It were however to be wiſhed, that that 
part of Philoſophy were handled more 
methodically in the Schools, and that 
' the moſt important Experiments and 
Obſervations of Nature were more par- 
ticularly diicuſſed : But it often comes 
to paſs that Maſters affect to teach uſe- 
leſs things, to make it be thought that 
they will not forget the neceſlary. 
However, the method that is at pre- 
ſent in uſe, might be brought to grea- 
ter perfection : but that perfe&tion is 
only to be expected from the genius 
and candour of the Profeſſors, who 
can wave things 1ndifferent, and in- 
fiſt on what is eſflential, according to 
the 


>, Wyjo A jd A ad ON A £—_ A Lak has © ann fra. ith. TI APS<E I TO 27 RE: "OE S 


— YAY 


Les | 


LOGICK 597 
the meaſure of knowledge that expe- 
' rience may furniſh them with. For 
matters being in the ſtate they are, 
there is no great reaſon to expect as to 
that a well-adjuſted Reformation, To 
conclude, it 1s probable that the Laws, 
which ſufferno innovation 1n the uſe 
| of things univerſally eſtabliſhed, will 
not countenance any other method, 
but what is now at preſent followed 
in the Univerſities ; that they may not 
allow too great a freedom to the pafſi- 
.on that men have naturally for new 
Opinions, the tendency whereof is of 
dangerous conſequence in 4 well-order- 
ed ſtate, eſpecially conſidering that 
Philoſophy is one of the inſtruments 
whereof Religion makes uſe in explain- 
Ing its decifions, as we ſhall ſee at the 
end of this Treatiſe. Theſe are the Re- 
flexions which we have made on Philo- 
lophy in general : Let us now proceed 
to theſe which are to be made on the 
parts of Philoſophy ſeverally. 


The end of the firſt Part. 
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I. | 
$NY OGICK may be ſaid to be 


Sciences: becaule its buſi- 
neſs is to form the judgment, which 
is the uſual inſtrument that the mind 
employs in reaſoning truly, and 1n 
diſcerning truth and falſhood exactly, 


what 1s compound, and what 1s con- 
tingent from what 1s neceſſary, And 
ſeeing this Art is the ſource from 
whence flows certainty, there is a 
IttiC 


MY the firſt ray of Evidence, ' 
7 and the firſt draught of | 
} Method,that is diſplayed on | 
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by diſtinguiſhing what 1s {imple from | 
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little ſecurity in all the Reaſonings of 
men without its aſſiſtance, So that its 
chief office 1s to diſcover truth, and 
make Reaſon palpable. But that Art 
became counterfeit by the character of 
the ſpirits of thoſe that firſt made uſe 
of it: That ray, though pure and 1n- 
corruptible in it ſelf, was corrupted ; 
and humane Reaſon, which ſubmitted 
it ſelf to that condudt, fell into Errour, 
by the bad uſe it made of that Science. 
Inſomuch that Logick, which was on- 
ly invented to imprint a Character of 
juſtne(s on the mind, did help to mif- 


\ keadit: and the firſt Precepts of Dia- 


lectick which were given to men for a 
Rule, ierved as ſnares laid for them, 
to make them fall into Errour, For as 
there 1s nothing ſo ſecret 'as the 
thoughts, ſo men found the art to dil- 
guile them into a thouſand ſhapes ; as 


. may beſeen in the Hiſtory and Reyo- 


lutions of this Science, 

 4ÞT 
_ The firſt Philoſophers who made 
more ule of reaſon than reaſoning, ad- 
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of Natural Philoſophy, that they mind- 
ed Logick but little: they reaſoned in 
their obſervations, without knowing 
the Art of reaſoning. There was no 
Logick in uſe in the School of Pythage- 
7.49, but his ſole Authority ; is Dt 
{ciples were ſilent when he had ſpoken, 
It 15 true, Apn/eizs pretends that Plato | 
took his firſt Notions of Logick from 


the Pythagoreans. 


But Ariſtotle al- | 


ſures us, that though there be exact e- * 
nough Definitions to be found in their | 
writings,yet they knew not Dialectick, 
whereof the Art was not then diſco- | 
vered, nor the Rules eſtabliſhed. Zero 
Eleates — a man of aquick and ſubtiſe 
Spirit, was the firſt that found-1n dil- 


courſe that natural connexion of prin- 


eiples and conſequences, which he re- ' 
duced into an Art, as Plato teſtifies 


and Proclus confirms. 


From whence | 


it appears that the Logick of Zexo cor | 
ſifted in obſerving the dependance | 
which propoſitions have one on ano- | 
ther, and upon that obſervation to 
rank them in their natural order. That 


was his Method ; he explained not 


hing * 
but 
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but by way of Dialogue, and brought 


ia two or three Perſons, who.by que- 
ſtions and anſwers made a Methodical 
Reaſoning on.every thing : and from 
this Art, he was the firſt that called 
that Science Dialectick , whereby the 
way of handling Philoſophy in verſe 
which was uſed before, ceaſed. For 
in Dialogue Men found the means to 
retain an agreeable air, without lofin 

Solidity: and that way P/ato follow- 
ed, as the moſt proper for inftruttion. 
The cuſtome was to interrogate him 
whom they taught, and to makehim 
anſwer according to his Cpacity. 
Zeno who was ſubtle, mingled a quaint 
and captious air with his Method, 


.. Whereby he puzled the mind, Prota- 


goras, the Diſciple of Zexo, who had 
likewiſe Democritzs for Maſter, refined 
that Method, and made it ſtill more 
nice by his Sophiſms , for wanting fo- 
lidity he endeavoured to be ſubtile, 
and coming ſhort of a Philoſopher, 
he ſet up for a Sophiſt, Ariſtorle layes 
that he framed common-places of que-. 
{tions and anſwers, whereof he made 

H 3 al 
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an Art to ſurprize and perplexthe mind. 
Simon that famous Artift of Athens, 
of whom Socrates fpeaks ſo much, 
and Crz#o his friend, were hkewile the 
Diſciples of Zexo and great Dialecti- 
clans, as Diogencs Laertius aſſures us. 
BY | 
Enuclide of Megara ſubtilized more 
all the ſubtility of Diale&ick, and ad- 
ded to it a brisker way of diſputing by 
giving more heat to his diſcourſe : he 
drove that even to excels, which gave 
occalion to Timor to reproach him, 
for having inſpired into thoſe of 2epa- 
7.4, Avores £17400) 2 rage of diſputation,by 
that Captious and Sophiſtick Logick 
that he taught them, 'which Socrates 
approved not, becauſe there was no 
Sincerity in that way, It was Euclide 
and his Scholar Zubnlzdes, who invent- 
ed the Sophiſms, which became ſince 
{ofamous in the Schools, whereof Dzo- 
genes Laertius makes mention 5 which 
after all have nothing real but their 
ſubtility, as the. Dz/emma, the Horned 
Argument, the $orites, theſe fo fa- 
mous Megarick interrogations, of 
bo | which 
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which ?Platarch ſpeaks; and all the 
Pettifoggings of that kind, which made 
Dialec&tick 1o contemptible at 4zheps, 
Socrates was obliged to render it ridicu- 
lous in his diſcourſes againſt the Sophiſts, 
to the end he might undeceive mens 
minds in the Opinion thereof. From 
Euclide Demoſthenes learnt the Art of 
the Dilemma, and theſe preſſing ways 
that rendered him ſo vehement in that 
manner of Eloquence which he follow- 
ed. The Logick of ?P/ato, which is 
the ſame with that of Socrarzes, con- 
lifts more in Examples than Precepts ; 
it hath nothing that 1s particular for 
reaſoning, becauſe Socrates valued not 
that part of Philoſophy. Though both 
of them placed the firit diſcerning of 
Truth and Falſhood in the ſenſes , yet 
they pretended that the mind ought to 
judge thereof, and that Men ſhould 
only refer themſelves to that Judgment: 
becauſe that without fticking on the 
ſurface of things, it penetrated into the | 
eternal and immutable principle of 
them, which they called the Idea, and 
which alone they eſtabliſhed as the rule 
FO 70 
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of the diſtin&tion which ſhould be made = 


in the Judgment of things. But ſce- 
ing the Soul of Man was but a ſmall 
ſpark of the Uniyerſal Soul of the 
World, and according to them, a Beam 
of the Divinity, they thought that that 
particle united to its principle was 1g- 


norant of nothing ; but that entring 


into the Body, by that alliance it con- 
tracted Ignorance and Impiety, from 
which Logick ſerved to purify it. 
Alcinous who explains exactly enough 


the DialeQick of Plato, lays, That 


that Philoſopher made ule of Diviſi- 
on, Definition, and Induction, to re- 
mount to the Fountain-head of firſt 
Truth, from whence he drew his prin- 
Ciples, to the end he might think and 
ſpeak wiſely of every thing, and that 
that was his moſt uſual Method. 
Diviſion was asa ladder, whereby to a- 
ſcend from ſenſible things to things in- 
telle&tual, Definition was a way to lead 
from things demonſtrated.to thoſe that 
were not : and Induction the means to 


al the truth by the principle of ſuppo- 


rions. For by Diviſion he cameto De- 
figition,and by Definition to Induction 
| and 


| 
| 


| 


| 
| 
| 


LOGICHK 16g 

andDemonſtration. And Diogenes Laer- 
tis aflures us, thac thar was the moſt 
general way which Plato made uſe of 
in making his Demonſtrations. Cicero 
and 0Quintilian are of the ſame Opini- 
nion. However, it muſt be granted, 
that Secrates in his manner of reaſon- 
ing addicted himſelf more to Iaterro- 
gations than Anſwers , becauſe the 
Character of his Mind was. fitter to 
raiſe, than to reſolve difficulties. More: 
over, it appears by the Principles of 
the Logick of Socrates and ' Plato, 
which allowed no truth but in the 
Ideas, that all their School made Pro- 
fefſion of knowing nothing , becauſe 
that Men cannot judge of ſingle and 
Individual beings, but by the ſenſes 
which are fallacious : So that the Di- 
ſciples of P/ato placed all their Logick 
in not believing any thing too {lightly, 
and in retaining the entire Liberty of 
Judgment, among the uncertainties 
which are found almoſt in every thing. 
And an fine, upon that great maxime 
of a general Incomprehenſibiliry of atl 
things, was the Academy reformed 
under Lacydes and Arceſilas, and the 
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Sect of the Scepricks and Pyrrhoniſts rail- 
ed, who doubted of things that were 
moſt certain. The Academicks under- 
ſtood very well, that nothing could 
beunderſtood , the Pyrrhoniſts did not 
ſo much as underſtand that. And fo 
far the Principles of the Logick of 
Plato trained on the minds of men, 

| | I V. 

There appeared nothing before 4- 
riſtotle, regulated and ſetled in Logick. 
That ſublime and intelligent genius ſo 
ſounded the Abyls of the mind of Man, 
that he diſcovered all its movements, 
by the exact diſtinction that he made 
of the operations thereof, Men had 
not asyet launched out into the Ocean, 
nor known the depth of the thoughts 
of man. Ariſtotle was the firſt that 
diſcovered that new way of attaining 
toScience by the evidence of Demon- 
ſtration, and of proceeding geometri- 
ally todemonſtration by the infallibili- 
ty of Syllogitm, the moſt accompliſhed 
work and the greateſt attempt of the 
Wit of Man, Thus you have an abridg- 
ment of the Art and Method of the Lo- 
gick of Ariſtotle, which is ſo ſure, that 
£ : _ without 
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without it,one can have no perfe& afſu- 
rancein reaſoning,and whichis a ruleto 
make men juſt and exact in conceiving 
what 1s to be conceved. But what 
Road hath he taken to attain to thar, 
and what Art hath he employed to fix 
the mind of man naturally volatile, 
and to render it inexpugnable in what 
it knows? It behoved him firft to re- 
move all ambiguity and equivocation 
from expreſſion, make a perte& De- 
monſtration of Humane Reaſoning, 
which has no better Foundation than 
Words and Thoughts cloathed with all 
their imperfeftions, and to give the 
greateſt {olidity of Science to the moſt 
uncertain and undetermined matter 
that can be imagined. He marches 
in the purſuit of that deſign by ways 
then unknown to Rezſon, and whereof 
before him there was hardly any trac : 
he removes from the thoughts all the 
defects whereby exprefſion 15s able to 
impoſe upon any man, and difperles all 
the miſts wherewith the imagination 
may offuſcate the mind. For that end 


in the Book of Interpretation which is 
a kind 
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2 kind of rational Grammar, he exa- 
mines the vertue and ſignification of 
words ; in the Cazegories he forms the 
true notions of terms, to prepare them 
tor Diviſion and Definition, by reduc- 
ing them to their natural ſenſe , in his 
Books of Analyticks, he lays down 
the rules of the Modal Converſion of 
all ſorts of propolitions, and of the dit- 
ferent Figures of Syllogiſm, whereof 
he ſetles the principal grounds on three 
Axioms of his Logick : and all that con- 
ſtructure 1s purely a work of his own. 
He demonſtrates nothing in his Book 
' of Categories, which are but dilpoſi- 
tions to Demonſtration : he demon- 
ſtrates nothing in his Book of 7zterpre- 
zation, but the principle of contradicto- 
ry propoſitions : but in the Books of 
Analyticks his conceptions are almoſt 
ſo many demonſtrations, and his de- 
monſtrations ſo many principles. The 
Topicks are but common places of dia- 
letick or probable Arguments. The 
Elenchs are all the Sophiſms imaginable 
in their ſource. The two rules which 
he eſtabliſhes for the perſe&t-compoli- 
10N 
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tion of a Syllogiſm, are, That there 
ought to be nothing falſe in the matter, 
nor nothing faulty in the form, His 
manner of writing has nothing of the 
faintneſs of the diſcourſe of P7ato, nor 
of the diffuſed ſtile of his Age, all is 
vigorous and cloſe. In fine, that pure 
Geometrical Method of Demonſtrati- 
on, which he followed, hath appear- 
ed always ſo exat, that it hath 
been uſed by the learned in all Sci- 
ences, as the moſt ſolid, and moſt con- 
ſonant to the uſual manner of reaſon- 
ing: and that conſtruction of Syllo- 
giſm, which is the true Logick of 4- 
ri{totle, 15 lo perfett in its kind, that no- 
thing can have ſince been added to it, 
or diminiſhed from it, without cor- 


 rupting thefame. Men of ſound Judg- 


merit can admit of no other man- 
ner, nor no other principles of reaſon- 
ing, but thoſe of Ariforle, And ſee-) 
ing in all Ages men have diſputed a3 
gainſt reaſon, becaule it is Opiniort 
commonty that {wayes the World , the 
Learned Ages have been only dittin- 
guiſhed from others, by the eſteent 
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they have had of the Logick of Ariſto- 
zle, For, to ſpeak the truth, what he 
hath done for the re&ifying of reaſon, 
by cutting off equivocation irom terms, 
and contuſion from conceptions , 1s 
one of the greateſt Maſter-pieces of 
Humane Reaſon; it muſt notwith- 
ſtanding be acknowledged, that the 
principal ſcope of that Logick is not 
ſlo much to teach man the Art of rea- 
ſoning, which he knows naturally, as 
to give rules for examining falls rea- 
\ ſonings, that they may be well diſtin-. 
guiſhed from the true, and to guard 
one againſt the Sophiſms of Zezo and 
Parmenides, For there was forged in 
his time a falſe method of reaſoning, 
which the Sophiſts put in vogue, and 
which :he endeavours to overthrow 
by making it known, Upon this Idea 
all the deſign of his Logick does move, 
that he may form the Laws of an Art 
which gives Laws to all others. 

| V. | 

The School of Zezo exerciſed them- 

ſelves lo much in Diale&tick, that the. 
Sect of the Stoicks ſubtilized more up- 
on 
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on it, than all the other Secs beſides. 
It was perhaps the difhculty they had 
to maintain their 1maginary Morality, 
which obliged them. to ſupply by their 
ſubtlety what was wanting - in ſoli- 
dity to their Doctrine. So they ad- 
ded to the Artifices of Zexo Eleates, to 
the wranglings of Excl/id of Megara, 
and to the quaintneſs of Socrazes, all 
the artifice of C/eantes and Chryſippus, 
the greateſt Dialeficians that ever 
were, that they might make to them- 
ſelves a new Logick, To that it was 
properly that they beat all their wit, 
fays Cicero, that they might make. to 
themſelves an artificial Reaſon, having 
but little real to maintain the talle wit- 
dom of their Philoſophy : it may be 
{aid that they briſtled their wit with all 
the prickles of Dialecick,to arm them- 


| ſelves. againſt their Adverlaries, and 


that they became the moſt redoubtable 
Pettifoggers of the School, that they 
might {ately be the greateſt amplifiers, 
in the notion that they forged tothem- 
ſelves of their wiſe-man. Nor did 


any thing give greater reputation to 


their 
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their opinion, than the art that they 


employed to defend it. They altered 
nothing of the grounds of the Diale- 
Qick of Ariſtotle , except that they 
added to the Syllogiſm, which was of 
common uſe amongſt them, a more 
animated air of diſputation, by quick, 
ſhort , and preſſing Interrogatories, 
Which gave great _—_ to their rea- 


ſonings. That knacky and nice hu- 


mour which held them commonly, 
made them turn all their Dialectick 
into perverſe ſophiſtication, that they 
might invent new modes of Syllogiſm 
leſs natural, but more captious than 
thoſe of Ari/forle, Tt 1s pretended, that 
Chryſippus was {o much addicted to that 
Science, that he alone wrote of it a- 
bove three hundred Volumes : but he 


weakened the ſtrength of it, ſays Se- 


aeca, by too much refining. It was 
he and his Succeflors who firſt brought 
in vogue the formalities and virtual 
diſtinctions : 1t 15 true, that by the vi- 
vacity of their wit they gave too 
great authority to the imagination, 
which makes things always greater 
than 
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than they are, by giving too much 
| vertue to expreſſions, and too great a 
| powerto terms. There was nothing 
but words and their ſignification diſpu- 
ted of 1n their Schools. And thereby 
they became the firſt Authors of that 
Philoſophy, which was revived by the 
 Nomuinaliſts in theſe laſt Ages: atleaſt 
| they have. much reſembled one ano- 
ther in their way of ſubtilizing too 
| much on the terms they made uſe of. 
But that Dialetick which conſiſted al- 
moſt altogether in words, made the' 
Stoicks ſomewhat ſuperficial ; and pla- 
ced all their Philoſophy on their lips. 
Yet ſeeing the Logick of Ariſtotle was 
long unknown, becauſe his Writings 
were ſo; the Logick of Zero paſſed 
current 1n the following Ages more 
than anyother, it was even the firſt 
that was taught at Rome. Andit 1s on 
theſe ſubtleties of Logick, that P/au- 
tus plays in ſeveral places of his Co- 
medies, as Czcero did afterwards in 
' many parts of his Works. For the 
Stoicks by reaſon of their ſubtlety were 
decryed at Rowe. 

| I VI. Epi 
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Epicurs fell upon a method of rea- 
foning leſs artificious, but more delt- | 
cate than that of Zexo. What Cicero | 
objets to him that he deſpiſed Diale- 
Rick, 1s not true but in reſpect of that 


of the Stoicks , which he approved 
not, becauſe he found it to be punQi- | 


lious. Epicurns took a plainer way, 
That analytical method of diviſion and 
argumentation introduced by Ariſtotle | 
was unknown to him, which rendred | 
him weak in diſpute, He ſought truth | 
only by the ſenſes, which he called the | 
firſt natural light of man , and that was 
his firſt Rule, as reflexwon on the judg- 
ment of the fenſes was his ſecond. 
And as he did acknowledge two kinds 
of truth, rhe one Natural and the o- 
ther Moral ; ſo he would have the fen- 
ſes diſtinguiſh what is real, and rhe ap- 
petite, which 1s the way by which ths 
Heart declares it ſelf, purſue what is 
good and convenient for its ſtate: and 
that 1s it which he calls Moral Truth. | 
This 1s 1n general the ground of his 
Dogtrine; and theſe are 1ts Principles. 

| I, That 
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1, That ſenſe cannot be deceived : be- 
cauſe the imprefſion that it receives 
from the object is always true, being 
wrought by a ſenſible ſpecies: but that 
thereaſoning which the Soul makes up- 
on that impreſſion may be falſe. 2.That 
the opinion which is drawn from the 
ſen{ation may be true or falſe, 3. That 
it 15 true when the judgment of the 
ſenſes is made in form, without ler, 
and with ſuch evidence as Reaſon can- 


not reſiſt; and that it may be falſe, 


when it wants that evidence. Theſe 
are the principal Maxims of the Lo- 
gick of Epicarms: upon which he 
grounds the different reaſonings of the 
Soul that are made in the mind, ac- 
cording to the ſympathy that there is 
between the Spirit and the Senſes. Ir is 
only,ſays he,upon the 1deas and notices 
which the Soul receives by the Senſes, 
that are formed the doubt or opinion, 
the obſcurity or evidence,whereof it re- 
ceives the imprefion. Moreover that 


| way of anticipated knowledge, which 


he calls gar, preſumption, is in his 
Doerine a kind of Idea of things in- 
I I 2 dividual 
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. - dividual re-united in a general con- 


ception : from whence he forms the 
rule of Definition, which he takes to be 
the only way of attaining to know- 
ledge. By all theſe Principles he foun- 
ded a more natural way of reaſoning 
than the other Philoſophers did. It is 
true that he grounded a part of the 
ſimplicity of his Logick upon the per- 


ſpicuity of terms, being perſwaded 


that all diſputes did commonly proceed 
but trom the ambiguity of Propoſiti- 
ons, He anſwered all Sophiſms by the 
ſole explication of the words, For 
when men underſtand themſelves, and 
are no more Beaſts, there 15 no more 
diſputing. But he was careful' to re- 
ctifie the defe&t of rhat Principle in all 
his Reaſonings, by great circumſpe- 
ion. And Lacretizs, who in his 
Poem explains the DoErine of - Epi- 
cars, propoſes to himſelf more than 


fourteen Objections which are made 


againlt the judgment of the Senſes, to 
which he anſwers 1o clearly in his 
fourth Book, that he leaves not a word 
to be ſaid more, In fine, plain com- 

ITION 
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mon ſenſe, maintained by ſome natu- 
ral reflexions, was all the art of Epicu- 
7145 : he made not ſo much ado about 
it, as the Stoicks did, who placed a 
part of their wit in the magnificence 
of their expreſſions, whereby they be- 
came ridiculous to the Epicurears. 

VII. 

After that the Writings of Ariſtotle, 
which were ſo long concealed, were 
diſcovered, and that his method was 
known, men: addicted themſelves to 
It in ſucceeding times, as to the 1o- 
 lideſt and ſureſt of all: rhe art of think- 
ing and diſcourſing appearing in it, in 
its higheſt perfection, by the inventi- 
on of Syllogiſm , to which all the me- 
ditation and reflexions of Philoſophers 
can adde nothing. . Galex himſelf who 
had entertained other Notions on Lo- 
gick, and who had compoſed a new 
Dialectick, which 1s loſt, followed at 
laſt that of Ari/toz/e, and gave it even 
applauſe and reputation : and thatnew 
Figure of Syllogiſm, which he invent- 
ed, paſſed only for an indire& method 
of demonſtration. Alexander Aphre- 
"23 diſews, 
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dzſeus, Simplicizts, Ammonits, Philopo- 
25, amongt the Greeks , Apnuleins, $, 
Auguſtine, Boetius, Thomas Aquinas, 
and many others among(t the Latines 
alwell as the Arabiaxs, laboured on 
the Logick of Ariffotle, as on the beſt 
of- all others, It 1s even true that there 
hath been nothing ſaid rationally ſince 
on that Science, which Ariſtotle had 
not thought on before : and it may be 
afhirmed, that there has' not any new 
thing almoſt been diſcovered, in the 
univerſal c:xconomy of the operations of 
the mind, ſince that Philoſopher hath 
written on it. Upon that admirable Mo- 
del alſo was framedthe Se of the Scho- 
laſticks or Schoolmen, who reigned ſo 
long in the Schools, and with ſo much 
authority, It is true that there happened 
therein a Schiſm between the Nomi- 
naliſts and Realifts ; but both of them 
in their diſputes reaſoned only on the 
Principles of Ari/ffozle. I ſhall ſay no- 
thing of the Logick of Raymnnd Lully, 


which 1s but the meer gibriſh of the - 


Cabal, anda ranking up of words in 
an order that is but arbitrary , and 
which 
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which hath nothing of reality : it is 
an art of ſpeaking of all things with- 
out judgment, -and of diſcourſling at 
randomas much as men pleaſe. In tine, 
it is a very extravagant Notion of Lo- 
oick, which Peter Montans pretends 
to have been copied from head to tail, 
from an Arabia» Philoſopher called 
Abezebron, proper to puzzle Antichriſt 
when hecomes into the world, Upon 
this fair original Raymand Lully formed 
the Idea of his Logick, which could 
never as yet make men any thing but 
Enthuſiaſts or Ignorant. About two 
hundred years ago Lanrentius Falla un- 
dertook to reform the Logick of Ar:- 
ftoxle, by reducing the ten Categories 
into three, andcutting off the third Fi- 
gure of Syllogiſm. He ſucceeded not 
in that boldneſs, for he had no Fol- 
lowers. Lnudouvicus Fives undertook 


another Reformation, which concern- 


ed the Schoolmen more than Ariſtozle ; 


| butlikewiſe without ſucceſs. Rams 


had no better luck 1n his deſign of 0- 
verthrowing the credit of Ari/totle, up- 
on the Memoires of Yalla and Yves. 
I 4 . For 
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For the Idea that he conceived of his 
new Diale&ick contains nothing ratio- 
nal, but what he hath borrowed from 
the Dialeick of Ari/torle, which he 
hath corrupted by endeavouring to re- 
formit. Cardaxy compoſed a Logick, 
upon the Logick of Ariftozle, of Hip- 
pocrates , of Euclide, of Ptolomy, and 
of Galex ; but that Work hath nos 
thing in it that 1s good, but what he 
hath taken from the geometrical me- 
thod of 4rifforle, which he brings in- 
tO it, | | 

| V III. 

We ſhall now tell you our thoughts 
of the late Dialecticians. The Organ 
of Bacon 1s not methodical ; it is made 
up of . curious conceits, which pro- 
ceed only from an exceflive paſſion that 
that Author hath to ſignalize himſelf 
by new ſentiments, and to ſay what 0- 
thers have not ſaid. There is nothing 
leſs ſolid than the four Idols, which he 
makes the Principles of all things. 
Every thing there is metaphorical, and 


hardly any thing proper : that geome- 


trical way of reaſoning in uſe among 
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the Schoolmen 1s unknown to him, 
But the Spaniards, who are the Ma- 
ſters of other people in the matter of 
Reflexions, refined Logick ſo much in 
the laſt Age, that they corrupted the 
Purity of Natural Reaſon, by the ſub- 
tilty of their Reaſonings ; falling into 
empty and abſtracted ſpeculations, 
which had nothing of reality, Theſe 
Philoſophers found an Art of enjoying 
Reaſon in ſpight of common-ſenſe 
and of giving a colour, and I know 
not what ſpectous paint,to the moſt un- 
reaſonable matters. It was not now, 
as heretofore, the refining the know- 
ledgeof things that they endeavoured, 
but Conceptions and Terms. And Diſ- 
putation became thereby ſo full of 
wrangling and animoſity, that it was 
Food for nothing elſe but to heat the 
Choler, and blacken the Blood of Phi- 
loſophers. Smigleſins a Polonian Jeſuit, 
was one of the firſt that wrote at the 
ſame time both moſt ſubtilly and moſt 
ſolidly on the Logick of Ariſfozle, He 
hath by the Sagacity of his Wit dived 


into the depth of that Science, with a 


perſpicuity 


122  Reflexions on 


perſpicuity and exactnels, that is hard- |. 


ly to be found el{ewliere, His Logick 
154 lovely piece. The other Modern 
Philoſophers are more addicted to Na- 
tural Philoſophy than Logick : but 
there is nothing more extravagant, 
than the Treatiſe which Y a» Helmont 
hath written on Logick, by his unrea- 
ſonable overthrowing all the Principles 
of "Ariſtotle, Deſcartes began a Logick 
which is not compleated : Some Frag- 
ments thereof have remained in the 
hands of one of his Scholars , under 
the Title of Erudition. There are ſome 
Lineaments of Dialeftick in his Me- 
thod, where he ſayeth that the mind 
of man being limited, it muſt at firſt 
be bufied about {imple Objects , then 
accuſtomed by little and little to the 
knowledge of compound Objecs, and 
to diſtinguiſh the one from the 0- 
ther. He would have men to diſen- 


gage themſelves from prejudices, en- - 


ter into a thought of doubting of every 
thing, that they may be able to diſtin- 
guiſh what is true from what is falſe.His 
firſt Principle, 7 think, therefore I am, 
which 
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which he propoſes as the firft 'evident 
and ſenſible truth, if it be narrowly ex- 
amined, hath in it ſomewhat defective : 
for the Propoſition, 7 chizk, being to be 
reduced to this, / am thinking ; that is 
to ſay, 7 am, therefore 1 am, makes a 
frivolous ſenſe. But nevertheleſs, as 
he hath raved the beft of any of the 
Moderns, ſo what he hath ſaid, for all 


its Noveltie is not 11] deviſed: And 


thereis found in it a depth of Meditati- 


on, which is peculiar to himſelf, yer 


there is nothing leſs Methodical than 
his Diſcourſe concerning Method, Tt 
is a hodge-podge of Morality, Natural 
Philoſophy, and Metaphyſicks, which 
eſtabliſhes hardly any thing. Howe- 
ver there is to be found in it ſome 
draughts of Sincerity, which ſhow the 
true intention of his mind , eſpecially 
when he moſt ingenioully ſays, That 
Men gain nothing by Philoſophy but the 
means to | wr probably of every thing, 
and to make themſelves be admired b 
the leſs knowing, The DialeQtick of , 
Camparella is confuſed and perplexed, 
being buzlt upon the PlJatforme of 
the 
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himſelf too abſtracted a Notion. But 
to conclude this point , it may be ſaid, 
that the compleateſt Modern piece of 
Logick in all its parts, 1s that which 
Peter Mounyer, a Phiſician of Grepoble, 
hath publiſhed on the Writings of Fa- 
ther Fabri a Feſuit. There is nothing 
more Original than what he hath writ- 
ten, chiefly on the Art of Syllogifm,and 
Conſequence, No man hath- hitherto 
carried that Science farther, nor hath 
more exhauſted that matter by the al- 
moſt Infinite Enumeration of all the 
modes, and of all the imaginable con- 
nexion of terfns which conſtitute a 
Syllogiſm, But let us proceed to Mo- 
ral Philoſophy , which is ſomewhat 
leſs obſcure and more real. 


The end of the ſecond Part, 


Reflex10ns 


the Av#rro;ſts, whereof he framed to + 


2 


7 


I25 


ads _ 
—_ —_—CC 


— 


Reflex1ons 


Moral Philoſophy. 


I. 

#243 O R AL Phliloſophy 

| 4h teaches the way of liv- 
MNVALR ing,as Logick the man- 
CLEA bo ner of ſpeaking andrea- 
—Y = 1oning ; the one regu- 

| lates the thoughts, and 

the other the deſires of the Soul. De- 
mocritus was the firſt of Philoſophers 
that thought it ſtrange, chat Man who 
was ignorant of himſelf, amuſed him- 
ſelf about the ſtudy of the Heavens. 
For that was the exerciſe of the Philo- 
ſophers before Socrates, who began firſt 
to mind the ordering of his Manners. 
He 
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He had the firſt notion of it from py- 
thagoras, who applyed himſelf to Mo- 
rality whilſt he obſerved Nature. That 
Science which he learnt from the &- 
gyptians, by the correſpondence that 
he had with their Prieſts, was not his 
greateſt delight ; though 1t was not al- 
together indifferent to him. The de- 
ſign of that Moral Philoſophy of his 


aimed'at the purifying of the mind, 


from the impurities of the body and 
the miſts of imagination, by the ſtu- 
dy of Philoſophy , which he called a 
meditation on death , it was alſo the 
molt pure and religious, but the leaſt 
exact of all Moral Philoſophies. For 
it contained only bare Maxims, with- 
out order and connexion : and his 
Maxims were only a plain interpreta- 
tion of the Worſhip of the Gods, of 
the care that is ro be had of Parents 
| and Friends, of natural honeſty, of 
modeſty, probity, publick intereſt, and 
other duties of life. And by the Pre- 
cepts of fo ſound Dodrine he formed 
the manners and minds of the people 
\ thatheard him. St. Ferome ſaith, _ 

| all 


I 


all the Morality of Pythagor as is com- 
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prehended in his Poem, which is not 
{o much to be attributed to him as to 
his Scholars : we have an abridgment 
of it in the Commentary of Hzerocles 
on that Poem. This Hzerocles was Go- 
vernour of Alexandria under Diocleſs- 
au, There is to be found in Zonginmes 
a hint of the Morality of Pythagores, 
which gives a great Idea. of his Do- 
arine, 


Do always good : and never te. 


And though Ariftorle affirms, that 
that Philoſopher ſpeaks not fo well of 
vertues as Socrates did : yet it muſt be 


_ granted, ſays Cicero, that there appear- 


ed a certain Character of Wiſdom in 
the followers of Pythagoras, which 1o 
diſtinguiſhed them from other Phuloſo- 
phers, that at Rowe under the firſt 
Conlſuls, a man paſt for a Pythagorean 
when he had a compoſed meen , and 
what Atheneu reports of the Sobriety 
of theſe Philoſophers, hath given An- 
tiquity a great admiration for ſo auſtere 
a'Morality, II, Socra- 


r28 Reflexions on 
II 


Socrates gave Principles to the Mo- 
ral Philoſophy, which Pythagor x 
brought from Egypr, and began to re- 
duce it into Method, by the diſtini- 
on which he made of Virtues, and by 
their Definitions. The other Philoſo- 


phers that went before him, ſtudied. 


nature. Socrates ſtudied himſelf, by 
the care he had of cultivating his Soul 
more than his Reaſon, and of improy- 
ing his Manners rather than his Wit. 
He had a wonderful diſpoſition to ver- 
tue, for wich a profound Capacity, he 
had a Modeſty and Simplicity that ren- 
dred him amiable to all men, Thar 
familiar Spirit, which 4pulezs calls the 
God of Socrates, hath given occaſion 
of much diſcourſe concerning the Mo- 
rality of that Philolopher. Plato pre- 


tended that it was a kind of inviſible 


genius that. guided him : Terrullian 
and LatFantins (ay it was a realdemon : 
Plutarch aſſures us that it was a way of 
ſneezing to the right or left, which 
ſerved Socrates for a good or bad Omen 
in any thing he undertook, Maximus 
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of Tyre thinks it was a ſecret inſtin& 
of his Conſcience, which inclined him 
to good, and averted him from evil. 
Pomponatins judges that it was only 
— the Planet which ruled in his Nativity. 
And Montanus will have it to have 
been a ſudden inclination of his Will, 
| and a kind of inſpiration, which ſerv- 
ed for foreſight to that Philoſopher in 
| ſurpriſes, an intimation in doubts, and 
a guide in dangers. But without ſo 
| much ado, it is probable that that pre- 
| tended Spirit of Socrates, which ſerved 
| him for a Conductor in his actions,was 
| nothing elle but the Prudence which 
he had acquired by his Experience un 
things, and the Reflexions he made on 
their Events , wherein he was ſeldom 
miſtaken, Inſomuch that it hath been 
believed of him, what Homer would 
| have us believe of the great men, of 
whom he ſpeaks in his Poems ; to 
whom he afſigned Deities for Guides, 
'1n the dangers to which their Valour 
expoled them, For in fine, the Mo- 
| rality of Socrates was his Demon: and 
' all his Art eonſiſted in his Prudence. 
| EY K He 
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He was unjuſtly condemned to death, 
for want of Religion. His ruine, faith 


Plutarch, was an effe@ of his Piety ; 


and he became only ſuſpected of irre- 
ligion, becauſe he would render the 
Philoſophy of Pythagoras . purer , by 
cutting off the Fables and Superſtitions 
that had ſlipt into it, and which ren- 
dred it ridiculous to his diſciples, that 


he might leave nothing. in 1t but what 


was reaſonable. In effe& Socrates had 
ſo great a veneration for the Gods, ſays 


Cicero, that Xenopbon having conſult- + 
ed him, if he ſhould follow Cyras: 


Mans connſel, ſaid he, & uncertain, you 


muſt adviſe with God, In fine, the Do- 


Grine of Socrates was 2 continual Lel- 
ſon to Vertue, whereof the moft part 
of other Philoſophers ſpeak only for 


oltentation, or policy: that drolling 


way he made uſe of, was but a me- 
thod to procure attention, Morality 
which 1n 1ts natural auſterity would 
have been apt to have diſguſted peo- 
ple, invited them under an agreeable 
appearance : the ſeaſoning which thar 
 Pluloſopher gave to the dryneſs of his 
Maxums, 
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Maxims, made them be much more 
favourably received of the Publick , 
yea and thereby he avoided that ſtile 
of authority and arrogance, which 
was then in uſe among the Sophiſts, 
25 an odious yoke to Reaſon: and he 
banded with 1ſo little ſeriouſneſs N.. 
moſt ſerious matters, that he made 
| one of his Maxims to do ſo, knowing 
very well that the ſureſt way to per- 
1 {wade was to Pg 
IIL 

Plato brought Moral Philoſophy till 
| to greater perfection, upon the Model 
| that Socrates had left him : For by his 

Ideas, which he gave to every thing, 
| as the Univerſal Principle of Philoſo- 
hy, he raiſed all Vertues to their 
igheſt perfe&tion. In his Phedri he 
explains the nature of Moral Philoſo- 


_ | phy, the end whereof is to purifie the 


mind from the errours of imagination, 
| by the reflexzons that Philoſophy ſug- 
\ geſts to him. However the greateſt 
| part of his Dialogues are but good 
| Gifcourſes without principles , but 
' which fail not to hit the mark, and 
| K 2 to 
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toinſtruQtin their way ; forthe Morals 


of that Philoſopher are full of inſtru-. 


ions, which tend always either to 
countenance Vertue, or to diſcourage 
Vice: and that Morality is ſpread in all 
his diſcourſes, though there be nothing 
Wit extraordinary fingular, Some pre- 
tend that the Metamorphoſis of 4pu- 
leis his Golden Afs, is an Allegory of 
the Moral Philoſophy of ?/aro ; the 


end whereof is to teach that Philoſo- 


phy ſerves to purifie the mind, and to 
purge it from paſſions, and thoſe grol- 
ſer ſentiments which make men reſem- 


ble beaſts. For my part I believe no- 
ſuch thing : the notions of it are too- 


impure. There reigned in the time of 
Plato at Athens a falle wit, introduced 
by the Sophiſts, which ſtruck at Man- 


ners aſwell as Reaſon. Protagoy as was 


a Sophitt in Diſcourſe, and Dzogenes in | 


Manners : all his Morality was coun- 
terfeit, there was nothing but arro- 
gance 1n his probity, and oftentation 
in his modefty : he acted the ſeyere for 
envy of Plato, whoſe delicateneſs he 
endeavoured to cenſure, by an affecta- 


| 


| 


| 
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tion of auſterity. It was only againſt 
Vertue and Grandure that he played 
the Philoſopher: he pitied the King 
of Perſia becauſe he was too rich: 
Alexander the Great ſeemed to him un- 
happy, becauſe he was too powerful : 
and merit and good fortune put him 
out of humour, Sothat the Morality of 
Diogexes muſt needs have been extra- 
vagant, having had no other founda- 
tion but a clowniſh ſurlineſs : he was 


a great Ef Pocrite, anc in reality more a 


G_—_— 


Bragadochio than Philoſopher. So that 
Plato by the ſolidity of his Dodrine 
and Vertue, had no great difficulty to 
overthrow the erroneous Morality of 
Diogenes, and of the Cynicks , who 
were the Diſciples of Aztifthenes, and 
of all Philoſophers the moſt open E- 
nemies of modeſty and civility, P/ato 
was the firſt that rectified the opinion 
of the Immortality of the Soul, which 
Socrates learnt of Pythagoras, Pythago- 


, ras of the Egyptians, and the Egypte- 


ans of the Hebrews, by the means of 
Abraham whiltt he ſojourned in Egypt. 
He made it likewiſe the moſt impor- 
K 3 tant 
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tant principle of Pagan Morality, to 
oblige men to be vertuous by the hope 
of reward, and the fear of puniſh- 
ment. But rhe Doctrine of P/azo had 
a tendency to that of the Stoicks , as 
appears by the example of Aztiochn 
of Aſcaloz, who having been bred in 
the Academy turned Stoick. Cicero 
remarks the reaſon of it, when he 
ſays, that the moſt part of the Maxims 
.. of Zexo were drawn from the Do- 
Arine of Socrates, Stoicorum mirabi- 
lia Socratica ſunt pleraque, 


I'V. 


Though in the judgment of Cicero 


the Moral Philoſophy of Ari/forle hath 
theſame grounds, the ſame principles, 
and the ſame ceconomy as that of P/a- 
fo hath, and that there 1s no eflential 
difterence betwixt them , yet it is to 
be granted, that Ariſtorle eredts a far 
more methodical Scheme of Doarte : 
not only by the notion that he gives of 
a publick and a private vertue, in di- 
ſtinguiſhing the prudence of a Sove- 
raign in the condut of his State, from 
that of the Maſter of a Family cn 
OrACre 
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ordering of his Houſhold , but alſo by 
eſtabliſhing in his Books to Nicoma- 
chus the two moſt eflential poims in 
Moral Philoſophy, a laſt End, and the 
Means to attain it : andinthe laſt Book 
he teaches, that that Beatitude conſiſts 
1n the nobleft action of man in refe- 
rence to the moſt excellent Object. 
This 1s all the Moral Philoſophy of A- 
riſlorle : the moſt exact, the molt regu- 
| tar and compleat of-all other Morali- 
ties, Every thing therein is ranked in 
{o good a method , that the chief 
ground of the delign, and the parts of 
it have ſo natural a relation to one ano- 
ther, and tend all in ſo ſtreight a line 
to their end, that it 15 one of the moſt 
accompliſhed Works of Antiquity, For 
every thing therein 1s digeſted 1n that 
admirable method of Anah/s, very fe- 
. miliar to that Author, who by that art 
reduces the End to the Means, in the 
ſame manner that the parts are refer- 
red to the whole, and rhe effects to the 
cauſe. And though in the third Book 
of his Morals he affirms, that an exa&t 
method cannot be obſerved in ſuch a 
K 4 matter, 
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matter, by reaſon of its natural inſta- 
bility , ſeeing it hath for object the 
actions of men, which are in them- 
ſelves ſo mutable : yet he hath obſery- 
ed a regularity therein, beyond what 
can be; imagined , and nothing war- 
rants more the Morality of Ariſtozle, 
than the univerſal policy of the world. 
For there 15 not at this day any well 
| ſetled form of Government which 1s 
not founded on that Moral Philoſophy. 
And that 1s alſo the Reaſon that 24a- 
ckiavel, who teaches Magiſtrates to 
rule by crime, cannot endure it, be- 
caule it 1s too vertuous,, But after all 
that hath been ſaid, that Moral Philo- | 
ſophy of Ariſtorle , aſwell as that of | 
Socrates and Plato, can make men on- 
ly Philoſophers, and are too weak to 
make them throughly good. For they 
can only teach man Hs duty, but not 


_ make himin love with it. Neither 1s 


it in theſe-fair Maxims (though men 
brag ſo much) that patience 1n affli- 
ctions, and fortitude againſt adverſity 
1s to be found. And when a man has 
No more but the vertue of a Philoſo- 
Pher, he has none at all, YV.The 
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V. 

The great Principle of the Morality 
of Zero, head of the Stoicks, was to 
live 1n conformity to Nature ;. foun- 
ded on that pretended maxim of 
the School of Plato, Nulla in re, miſs 
in natura, querendum ſummun bount 
That the chief good is no-where to be 
ſought but in Nature, But ſeeing that 
maxim favoured ſenſuality too much, 
and even agreed with the Dodrine of 
Antiſthenes, and the Cynicks, who in + 
their ſentiments were naturally impu- 
dent, it offended the moſt part of Phi- 
loſophers, and made them revolt and 
fall off from Zezo, That Philoſopher, 
that he might not diſpleaſe the Pub- 
lick, put his opinion in a cleaner drels, 
by explaining that conformity to Na- 
ture, by a conformity to right Reaſon. 
The Maſters explanation was variouſly 
interpreted by his Scholars, Cleanthes 
would have it, to live conformably to 
that ray which Heaven had imprint- 
ed. on the mind of man. Chryſippms 
. pretended, that it was to live accord- 
ing to the- light of Vertue : but _ 
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of them grounded themſelves on that 
priaciple of Zexo, that Vertue and Rea- 
' {on were circumſcribed by as narrow 
bounds as Truth: and as whatſoever 
is contrary to Truth, is alike falſe z ſo 
whatever is contrary to Reaſon, and 
Vertue, is equally abſurd and vicious. 
Every thing moved on that axis in the 
School of Zexo : but the conſequences 
of ſo extravagant a principle were dil- 
liked by all men: nothing appeared 
* more ridiculous than that equality of 
fins, which made all men alike crimi- 
nal ; and nothing ſeemed falſer than 
that Tranquillity which they founded 
on an indifferency for external goods 
and evils, Theſe Maxims begot admira- 
tion, when they were only conſidered 
on the outſide, but they occaſioned 
laughter, when men pryed more deep- 
ly into them. That Kingdom of the 
wiſe-man, whereof Zexo ſpeaks, which 
rendred the Stoick Maſter of the world, 
fo ſoon as he became a Philoſopher, 
was but chimerical , and that calm of 
mind which he affected by. his infſenſi- 
bility to all things, was but a dream. 
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How much agitation might be ſeen 
through that apparent Serenity ? what 
ſervitude appeared in that imaginary 
Soveraignty ? and how frivolous are 
all the reaſonings that Semeca makes in 
hisBooks of Tranquillity and Conſtancy 
to Serezus ? For to be ſhort, there was 
nothing natural nor ſincere in that Phi- 
loſophy. All that Vertue had no other 
principle but Vanity : That external 
grimace of wiſdom which was taught 
1n the Porch, was but a talſe reprelen- 
tation of the Soul , it made a man bur 
a machine of Philoſophy : and they 
preached a height of ſentiments that 
was ſomewhat ſavage , and bore no 
proportion to humane infirmity. Theſe 
fair maxims of conſtancy, moderation, 
equality, greatneſs of Soul, undaunt- 
edneſs, and the like, were but great 
names, whereby theſe Ape-Sages-dil- 
guiſed their pride. It was rather an hy- 
pocritical arrogancy, than true honovr, 
that ſwayed their conduct. That Sto- 
ick who fills the Books of Sexeca and 
Epidtetws, was a wile-man 1n fanſie, 
whereof there hath never been feen 
any 
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any example: and ?lufarch in. one of 
his Treatiles againſt Zexo, proves that 
the Morality of that Philoſopher is e- 
ven more fabulous than the poetical 
Fictions, Under Tiberi#s men became 
Stoicks, only that they might put on 
a ſtedfaſtneſs in diſgrace, and all they 
got by it was ſome ſentiments hoiſted 
| above Reaſon and Humanity, which 
made them look demure, and dye 
with a better meen. That Senatour, 
of whom Tacitus ſpeaks, may be an in- 
ſtance of this truth, who turned Sto- 
ick upon no other account, but that he 
might become ſeditious and an incen- 
diary ; for which that Se& was very 
fit : and an unmasked Stoick was an 
inconſiderable thing. Wherefore Lip- 
ſus, 1n my opinion, had no reaſon to 
have ſo much extolled that Morality, 
and to have found it ſo conſonant to 
our Religion : I think there is nothing 
more oppoſite to it, becaulc ir inſpires 
into men pride and independence: for 
a Stoick 1s only humble in his words, 
that he may be fierce and haughty in 
his thoughts, That Morality is, in 
truth, 
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truth, more ſplendid than any other, 
becauſe it is full of lofty expreſſions 
and ſolemn maxims : but there is no- 
thing more ſuperficial than the Vertues 
it profeſſeth: and in a Stoick every 
thing, even — it ſelf, is vain, 

V 


There is nothing more honeſt in ap- 
pearance, than the Morality of Epica- 
745: it propoſes only for its end the 
pure pleaſure of mind, and has no 0- 
ther Joke but to guide man unto per- 
fe& liberty, by curing his infirmities, 
and delivering him from his paſſions, 
that it may make him wile, Epicurus 
himſelf was a very able man, who 
fetched great compaſlſes to come to his 
point, and to diſguiſe appearances : he 
knew that that ſoft and voluptuous 
Doctrine, which 4r//i7ps taught, and 
which abridged not man of his plea- 
ſures, was highly cenſured by Plate, 
Xenophoz,and all thoſe who ſtood much 
upon diſcipline and probity, He him- 
ſelf affected ſeverity in his manners, 
that he might be the more favourably 
heard : and he concealed hus real ſen- 
timents 
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| riments, under fo frugal a way of liv- 


ing, and fo prudent a conduct, that 
Cicero, who in many things finds 
fault with him, could not forbear to 
praiſe him for that.  Gaſſezdus makes 
a great Apology for the opinion of 


that Philoſopher, pretending that the 


pleaſure wherein he made his happi- 
nels conſiſt, was no more but a love- 
raign tranquillity of the Soul, accom- 
panied with .a perfect conſtitution of 
body. But Cicero, Horace, Plutarch, 
" and almoſt all the Fathers of the 
Church, ſpeak otherwiſe of it. The 
truth is, that pleaſure, wherein Zpicu- 
rus placed his chief good, is a great 
Problem in his Philolophy. And Cz- 
cero ſays that the Epicureans were wont 
to complain, that men were always 
miſtaken in the- pleaſure that they 
ſpeak of, and that they were not right- 
| Iy underſtood: and that divided the 
opinion of the Learned, as to the truth 
of their Doctrine , which by the dif- 
ferent ways that Epicurus explained 
himſelf in, had twofaces , one lovely 
and agreeable, and the other mm 
an 
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and rude. - Epicurus i pake ſometimes 


like' a Philoſopher in a grave ftrain, 


declaiming againſt voluptuouſneſs ; 
and by and by in a ſofter diale&, and: 
like a ſage Debauchee : he was a vo- 
luptuous Politician, who would pleaſe 


the delicate, without offending the ſe- 


vere. There were ſecrets in that School 
which were not indifferently revealed 
to every body. Epicurus when he ſpake + 
in publick, mentioned nothing but the 

ure pleaſure of the mind , but when 
1e entertained his Confidents at pri- 
viledged times, he altered his ſtile. 
And here you have all the myſtery of 
that admirable Doctrine , whereof the 
expreſſions were innocent, and the opt 
nions criminal : .it was a lewd inſide 
under a fair outſide, civility in words 
and impudence 1n actions. Theſe Phi- 
loſophers cloaked under an apparent 
ſtrifneſs an indulgence for themſelves, 
and all the art of their Morality tended 
only to hide their irregularity. For 


. they lived ill, though they ſpoke well : 


and to juſtifie their own conduct, they 
never found fault with other men; 
| wherein 
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wherein they were very ingenious. So 
poliſhed a Morality gave ground to 
the different ſentiments that Antiquity 
entertained of them , they paſſed both 


for vertuous and for debauched. But . 
they who undertake to juſtifie Epica- 


745, are too ſtrongly out-voted, not to 
be aſhamed to favour him. For not to 
ſpeak of the primitive Stoicks, who 
have always declaimed againſt him, 
there was never any Doctrine more de- 
cryed by the Fathers of the Church 
than his. It 1s true Epicarws had ma- 
ny great vertues , that his Diſciples 
were diſcreet, faithful, commodious 
and kind to their friends, and that he 
himſelf was ſober : but in reality that 
ſobriety was but a regimen ; the weak- 


neſs of his conſtitution obliged him to ' 


that circumſpection for his healths 
ſake, and the moſt important hours 
of his life were the hours of digeſtion. 
He had beſides a modeſt air, and that 
he might purge himſelf of the arro- 
gance of a Philoſopher, he voted of- 
ten for ignorance againſt the Learned. 


Yet in the moſt auſtere heads of his 


Morality, 
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Morality, there appeared ſome Linea- 
ments of Humanity, that diſcovered 
the real Sentiments of his Heart. In 
a Word, howſoever men may colour 
this Doctrine, by the pleaſure which 
Reaſon and Honeſty may allow to the 
moſt ſpeculative Philoſophers , yet 
there 1s ſo great enormity 1n the bold- 
neſs that it takes to baffle Religion, that 
a good and vertuous man cannot main- 
tainit. And not to rip up any more 
the 1njuſtice of Epicurns, proved by 
Ariſtodemus in Plutarch, of depriving 
God of Providence , the diſcourſe of 
Theoz 1n the ſame place, to prove that 
the Pleaſures of the Body are prefera- 
ble to the Pleaſures of the Mind :; 
what Diogenes Laertius reports of his 
Gallantries, his Miſtrefſes, his Nicety 
in his Pleaſures, and of the Effeminacy 
of his Sentiments, are ſufficient Rea- 
ſons to render that Doctrine ſuſpe&ted 
to a true Philoſopher. And Plutarch 
pretends that Epicurws by taking Man 
oft from Religion, deprives him of a 
greater pleaſure, than all the other de- 


 bghts he leaves him. It is no calumny 


L then 
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then to ſay, that that Philoſopher was 
not over 1nnocent. 
| V II. 
The noiſe that the Morality of Zeno 
and Epicurus made at Athens, where 


they were much in vogue, excited the 


Wits to employ themſelves 1a that part 


of Philoſophy more than in any other : 


that ſtudy grew ſo much in faſhion 
there, that Natural Philoſophy was 
neglected ; and men buſted themſelves 
ſo much 1n finding out the Chief Good 
that they {lighted all the reſt, But as 
every one reaſoned according to his 
Principles, ſo every one likewile {hap- 


| 


_ ed to himlelf a Beatitude according to | . 


his Humour. Heril/zs who loved itu- 
dy, placed the chief good in Know- 
ledge: Calliphon and Dinomachns plac 
ed 1t in honeſt and lawful Pleaſure; 


Diodorus in the Abſence of pain : Theo- 


phraſtus who loved a commodious and 


ealie life, thought that Vertue without | 


Fortune would not make a Man happy. 
Some added to that Health, others In- 
dolency, Beauty, and a good Confi1- 
tution: ſeverals placed Happineſs in 


Eonour, | 


| 
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Honour, Credit, Authority, Reputa- 
tion, and in the other qualities which 
might contribute to the ſatisfa&tion of 
Body and Mind, It was from that ea- 
gerneſs which men had then to form 
to themſelves a Model of Felicity, 
wherein every one fancied to himſelf 
an intereſt above all other concerns, 
the notions of it multiplyed lo vaſtly 
by the multitude of different Spirits 
who applyed themſelves thereto, rhar 
Parro reckons up two hundred and 
iourſcore different Opinions upon the 
ſole queſtion of the Chief Good ; as Sr. 
Anguſtin in his Book De civitate Dez 
aſſures us ; every one purſuing the ob- 


ject to which his humour drew him, 


that he might make to himſelf a Ber- 
ritude according to his own mind. But 
the Spirit of man is ſo weak 1n all the 
Reaſonings thathe makes of the Chief 
Good of his own head, that he can- 
not conceive but an imperfe& notion 
thereof: for he wanders after the ſha- 
dow, inſtead of the truth which he 
purſues. It is true,that that Idol of Glo- 
ry, and Honeſty, which the Pagan 

| | L 2 Morality 
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Morality propoſed for an Objet, how 
frivolous ſoever it' was; did 'notwith- 
ſtanding ſtir men up. to Vertue, and 
was the firmeſt Foundation it had, 
That is all that man by the light of na- 
ture found reaſonable, From that prin- 
ciple-Panetires deduced the moſt effentt- 
al parts of the duties of life, for the 1n- 
ſtruction of men. For ſince Zezo and 
Epicnrizs there hath appeared no new 
model of Morality, whereof any thing 
remains. The Characters of Theo- 
phraſtus, the Comedies of Menander, 
Plantur, and Terence, are indeed iair 
Leſlons for manners but without Prin- 
ciples. And of all the Moral Philoſo- 
phies of Paganiſm, that of Cicero con- 
tained in his Offices is the moſt exat, 
for its maxims are grounded on auſter- 
eſt vertue. The Morality of Sepeca is. 
not altogether ſo pure ; for though his 
Maxims be moſt lovely, yet they are 
not always..maintained by the ſame 
Reaſon... P/utarch .15 more real, he 
teaches, vertue in a plainer way, by re- 
lating, the ; a&ions; of the vertuous,; 
PlAy,. for! all he was. ſo great a Liber- 
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tine, hath ſome draughts of Morality 
in the Prefaces to his Natural Hiſtory, 
which are of great weight. He ſpeaks 
always magiſterially, with thar lofti- 
neſs of expreſſion, that 1s natural to 
him. His ſole deſign 1s to reform 
manners by his vehement declamations 
againſt Luxury, Debauchery, and the 
other Diſorders of his Age, his in- 
tention 1s always good, in praiſing fin- 


cerely what is laudable, and condemn- 


ing what 1s otherways. Of all the 
Stoicks Ep:detus is the moſt rational g 
for he is the moſt ſincere, and leaſt 
head-ſtrong of all, The reſt of Phi- 
loſophers who wrote on manners, fol- 
lowed either the Principles of Ariſtotle, 
as Panetis,Ciceroand Plutarch,or wrote 
to little purpoſe, 
V ITE: A 
But nothing more diſcompoſed the 


Heatheniſh Morality, than the Lives of 


the Primitive Chriſtians. That Do- 
Arine which the Apoſtles and their 
Succeſſors publiſhed, teaching men to 
be humble in greatneſs and modeſt in 
tucce(s,and that Probity whereof Chri- 
L 3 ſtianity 
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ſtianity made Profeſſion, appeared fo 
wonderful to them ; that in making 
attempts to imitate the Chriſtians, 
they fell into extravagancy,by ſtepping 
beyond their Character,and the bounds 
of that worldly wiſdom, whereof they 
followed the maxims. Their vertue 
degenerated into oftentation, and they 
became Braggadochioes, when they 
could be no longer Sages ; and as it is 
often weakneſs that makes men bold, 
{o it was only vanity that made the Pa- 
gans become vertuous. The life of 
Appollonizs io fall of Prodigies, was 
only written by ?hzleſtratms, that he 
might oppoſe it to the miraculous life 
#3, Ny Currsr: Sohkewile | 
the lives of the ifts were publiſhed 
by Erunapins, ven mi 42" ER 
f:is the great that he might compare 
them to the lives of the Primitive Be- 
lievers, and overthrow the behef that 
men had in their Doctrine, Yopiſcus 
in imitation -of Eunapizs undertook the 
ſame: and long before them. Epicterms, 
who had remitted much of that haugh- 
tineſs which he learned from mm 
Y 
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by the Converſation he had with 
the Chriſtians, gave occaſion to that 
ſpirit of emulation, which made the 
Morality of the Stoicks reflouriſh un- 
der the Empire of the 4»tonimes: For” 
at that time moſt part of Philoſophers 
became Stoicks, as Sextus Empiricus 
affirms, thar they might counterfeit 
the ſeverity of Chriſtianity by that ſur-. 
ly gravity which the Porch inſpired in- 
to them, and which was good for no- 
thing but to puff man up. But how- 
ever, all other moral Philoſophy ap- 
peared very defective in compariſon of 
Chriſtian morality , which only at 
length became commendable, by the 
profeſſion it made of modeſty , disin- 
tereſtedne(s, and ſincerity, For there 
1s none bur the Chriſtian Doctrine 
that teaches man to appear to be what 
he 1s, and to be what he appears , be- 
cauſe to a Chriſtian whoſe Glory 1s his 
Infirmity, it 1s no ſhame to diſcover his 
Imperte&tions. He is that true Heyo, 
who has always courage enough to 
be ſincere, and is never {o weak as to 
diſguiſe himſelf, All the Pagan Mo- 
| IT: rality 
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rality was overthrown by the firſt word 
that J=sus CurIs r uttered inpub- 
lick, when in his Sermon on the Mount 
he pronounced, Happy the poor and 
humble in ſpirit : becaule all the Pagan | 
Morality is but Pride,and the Chriſtian, 

Submiſſhon. The one teaches man to be | 
vain, and the other to be modeſt. And 
ſeeing purity of manners and ſincerity | 
is only. to be found among Chriſtians, | 
it may be affirmed, that there is no real |\ 
Probity ont of Chriſtianity, For the 

greate{t Probity that can be, if it be | 


attacked by an intereſt as prevalent as 

1s the motive to the vertue whereof it 
makes Profeſſion, may ſuccumb. Ir is on- 
ly to be found in our Rehigion, wherein 
theintereſt ofan Eternity,whigh ſurpaſ- 
ſes all other concerns,canrenderimpreg- |. 
nable the principles that ſupport it. So | 
that out of Chriſtianity there is no | 
true Morality, becauſe there isno real 
vertue : and every Morality elſe,beſides 
that of a Chriſtian, 1s commonly but a 
kind of policy, and piece of. cunning. 


The truth 1s, Pagan Morality y_ 
q 0 
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of it ſelf to appear ſo weak for ſup- 


porting the .infrmity of man, that it 
tell altogether into contempt, amongſt 
thoſe who aſpired to a good life : for 
beſides that the indifference for pleaſure 
or pain, for riches or poverty , for 
glory or 1gnominy,which Zezo taught, 
1s not to be found real but in the Chrt- 
ſftian Religion , and that that Felt- 
city which Philoſophy endeavoured to 
find 1n ſufferings, was only to be found 
in our Doctrine, all the Vertue of Pa- 
gans appeared to thoſe that examined 
it, but an Art to hide Vices, and a 
Leflon of Ignorance ; becaule it teach- 
es man only to fill his mind with falſe 
| Notions of Conſtancy and Stedfaftneſs, 
whilſt Chriſtian Philoſophy diſcovers 
to him his infirmities ; and that the 
one teaches him to follow his defires, 
and the other to repreſs them. - By the 
help of that light, and by the know- 
ledge of theſe admirable truths the 
new Morality of the Goſpel was eſta- 
bliſhed, which made the wiſe change 
their maxims, and all theearth its coun- 
tenance: becayſe that Heavenly Do- 

rins 
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Erine of the Law of Grace, wherein 
God had included the depth of his 
Wiſdom, having taught man what it 
behoved him to hate, and what he 
ought to love ; humiltation and po- 
verty became preferable to greatneſs 
and riches ; and the Chriſtian meaſur- 
ed no more his eſteem and inclinations, 
but by the Eternity which God pro- 
poſed to him for a recompenſe. That 
was the Morality which the Apoſtles 
preached, which the Martyrs ſealed 
with their Blood, which Virgins ſan- 
Eified by the Purity of Life, which the 
Laws authortſed, and which, in fine, 


was ſetled in the World by Probity and | 


Reaſon. Amongſt the Fathers who 
beſt explained that Divine Morality to 
men, S. Baſil, S, Chryſoſtome, S, Ferome, 
S. Ambroſe, S. Auguſtin, S, Gregory, 
S. Bernard and Thomas Aquinas, ob- 

tained greateſt reputation, S. Baſil 
did it as a Spiritual Father, in his aſce- 
tick diſcourſes; S. Chryſoftome as 4 
preacher in his Sermons, and in his 
Meditations on the Epiltles of S. Pau!, 
where he hath left us one of the per- 
Ea! 6a fecteſt 
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feReſt Ideas of Morality , which we ' 
have in our Religion ; and a pattern 
likewiſe of preaching, which ought 
to be propoſed to thole who are called 
to that holy Miniſtry : S. Ferome, S, 
Ambroſe, and S. Auguſtin have done it 
as Interpreters of the Scripture, and 
Dodtors of the Church , S. Gregory as 
a Philoſopher by his Allegories , S. Ber- 
nard as 4 Contemplatize, and Thomas 
Aquins as a Theologue. His ſecunda 
ſecunde is the moſt rational, the beſt 
digefted, and moſt accurate Morality 
that hath ever been written, Itis1n- 
deed the Morality of A4r:ſtorle reduced 
into the perfe&telt method that it can 
be. Favellas a theologue of the fame 
order with Thomas Aquinas, hath writ- 
ten the beſt after him on that part of 
Philolophy. The work of Pefrarch 
upon the divers accidents of life, is a 
kind of Moral Philoſophy : but feeing 
it is made up but of curious reflexions 
on Fortune, it 15of nouſe for mans 
conduct, It 1s true that it 1s fer- 
tile in thoughts, but very barren in 
Reafton and Diſcourſe, There is more 
| INSt- 
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ingenioulneſs in the Morality of Bacor, 
than 1n his other works. Every thing 
therein is well excogitated ; but Iknow 
not if all be true. The wiſdom of Car- 
dan teaches nothing lels than manners, 
his notions are empty, which preſcribe 
no real courſe for the condutt of life ; 
and that knowledgeoftheWorld which 


_ - he promiſes, is bur a Morality of often- 


tation and no-ways of practice. De(- 
eqgtes in his method hath but oneor 
two principles of. Morality ; Natural 
Philoſophy was his predominant paſfſi- 
on, Iwave an infinite number of 0- 
ther Authors, who have ſucceeded in 
this kind of writing , eſpecially the 
Italians and Spaxtards,who are pleaſed 
to moralize more than other people, as 
appears by their ſpiritual Fathers, who 
are the moſt famous, | 

X, 

To conclude, we have ſeen in theſe 
laſt Ages Moralities, whoſe maxims 
were admirable, and their principles 


notwithſtanding horrid, Men ſuffer 


themſelves to be miſled by theſe fair 
appearances, becaule they examine not 
: the 


— 


the grounds of them ; and blindly fol- 
low thoſe maxims, without informing 
themſelves of the principles thereof. 
The pureſt Morality cannot be true, if it 
be not founded on a ſound and Ortho- 
dox Faith; ſuch as 1s that of the Univer- 
ſal Church,to which men ſhould adhere, 
and firmly relye on. But it is a matter 
much to be lamented, That that Mora- 
lity, which might be ſo ready a reliefto 
Chriſttans 1n their afflitions, becomes 
to them almoſt uſeleſs when they ſtand 
in need of it, through the Tgno- 
rance in which rhey live, of the Holy 
Inſtructions of lo ſaving a Philoſophy, 
That ſo neceſlary a remedy turns fruit- 
leſs through the levity: of our minds, 
which in vain ſeek after Humane Con- 
ſolations ; and through a Natural Cu- 
rioſity which puts out the heavenly 
lighe within us, and fills our ſouls 
with extreme darkneſs. Happy is 
that Chriſtian who being perſwaded of 
his Religion, knows no other Philoſo- 
phy but the fear of the Lord, which is 
the beginning of true Wiſdom. But 
that once tor all we may undeceive our 
A np ſelves 


Moral Philoſopty. 5p 


zo8 Reflexions or 
ſelves of the Vanity of all Humane 
. Knowledge : let us labour to conceive 
how cold are all. the conſolations of Pa- 

an Morality to a man abandoned of 
21t the World, after that he hath been 
adored therein, ſuch as we have ſeen 
in this Age ; and how comfortable to a 
man in affliction 1s the Morality of our 
Religion, though it ſhould only ſerve 
to redouble his Faith in the Agony of 
Tribulation, by teaching him that af- 
fliction is a favour, and that temporal 
pains the aſſurance of a Joy and Re- 
ward that ſhall never have an end. In 
this it 1s properly that the Chief Good, 
which Pagan Philoſophy in vain ſought 
after, does conſiſt, which can only be 
the fruit of the pure and holy Chriſtian 
Religion: but nothing denotes ſo much 
the weakneſs of man, as toknow that 
Chief Good,and not to loveit ; to have 
reaſon and want ſtrength. to follow it ; 
and to be always endeavouring to per- 
--— aan never able to convince him- 
Ell, 
The end of the third Part. 
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Very well conceivethat man may 
frame to himſeli principles of Lo- 


gick and Moral Philolophy, be- 

cauſe reaſoning , and manners, 
which are the obje& of thele two Sci- 
ENCES, are the work of man : butI can- 
Not conceive how he dares form prin- 
ciples of Natural Philolophy, where- 

. of Nature 1s the obje&t, and that the 
Work of God. In effect what means 
have we to know the defign of the 
Creator, who many times have nor 
underſtanding enough to know the 
deſigns of the Creature ? Did God 


adviſe 
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adviſe with you, when he ſuſpended 
in the air the Foundations of the Earth, 
to frame an Univerſe? And. which of 
the Philoſophers hath ſounded that e- 
ternal wiſdom, which was before all 
things, that he might diſcover the 
depth of his thoughts. St. Augu/iz 
ſaith, that the World is a great Theatre, 
where the Art of him that made 1t 
ſhines forth on all hands : But 1s it, not 
rather a great Riddle which the Philo- 
ſophers have eſlayed to explain with- 
out being able to ſucceed in it. It is 
true there have been minds ſufficiently 
qualified, to know the effects of na- 
ture by examining their cauſes: But 
never was there any as yet capable, to 
ſee into the 1ntentions of the Creatour, 
and to diſcover the hidden ſecrets of 
his art, by knowing the principles of 
this great work, For if the ſmalleſt 
Creatures that are within the reach of 
ourſenſes, and which we have ſo long 
ſtudied, have ſomething that is incom- 
prehenſible : If the ſmalleſt Herbs of the 
Fields have qualities unknown to man : 
Shall we be ſo vain as to pretend to 
know 


. by an humble acknowledgment of 
Vo M 
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know the vertue of thoſe great Ma- 
chins which compoſe the World, and 
to aſcend to the ſource of all the Won- 
ders that we admire therein, Let us 
not deceive our ſelves: Nature hath 
her myſteries ; ſhe attains her ends by 
wayes that we are ignorant of : And 
ſince men have applied themſelves to 
the knowledge of her Secrets, there 


| hath been fo little of certainty diſco- 


vered, that one would think nothing 
ſhould more bring down the pride of 


- man, than the ſtudy of Natural Phi- 


loſophy. It is an abſtruſe and profound 
Science, wherein there 1s little agreed 
upon amongſt men : thoſe that have 


ſpoken of it beſt, have as yet ſaid no- 


thing to the purpole : So therefore let 
us not beat our Brains to 1magine new 
Syſtemes. That matter hath already 
paſſed through ſo many heads, that if 
there had been any better than what 
we know. it would have been found 


. out: And indeed, after ſo much think- 


ing on it, it is even wiſdom to mind 
It no more, and to content our ſelves 


Our 
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our own ignorance,to admure the depth 
of the knowledge of God. Ir 1s true, 
:- there is: nothing ſo capable, fully to 
ſatisfie the- mind of man, as the con- 
ſideration of Nature, and Natural Be- 
ings ; noother Science tickles ſo much 
our curioſity. Happy is he that can 
know any thing thereof, but Nature 
ſhows her ſelfrous only by her out-fide. 
The knowledge that we have of her is 
but ſuperficial, and God Almighty to 


puniſh our Pride, takes pleafure to a- | 


bandon us to our curioſity, as to a cha- 
ſtiſement ; becauſe by inſpiring into 
us a deſire to know all things, here- 
duces us tothe paſs of being ignorant 
of all, and even of our ſelves. 

IT. 

But by how much that Science is vain 
through the obſcurity and uncertainty 
of the matters it treats of, by ſo much 
it 1s frivolous through the Diverſity of : 
Opinions, that are to be found in the 
ſentiments of the greateſt men who 
ſtudied it ; for all the Ancient Philoſo- 
phy hath hardly as yet been able to e- 

abliſh any Principle that is agreed 
L h  ___upont, 
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upon. Thales makes Water the prin- 
ciple of all things. MHeraclitus pre- 
tends that it is Fire z Anaximenes will 
have it to be the Air, Pythayoras 
maintains they are numbers ; Democrt- 
F145 Atomes, Muſes Unity, Parment- 
des Infinitam, or Infinitude. And in fo 
profound an obſcurity of Natural Be- 


| ings, and among ſo many different 


ſentiments one cannot be ſure of any 
thing. Protagoras thinks that what 
- © appearstrue to every one ſeverally, is 
true in effect. Ariftipprs will have 
nothing true but what one perceives 
by an internal perſwaſion of mind, 
Chryſippus lays, that the ſenſes are con- 
tinual impoſtours, Zacretizs aſſures 
us that they never are. Picus Miran- 
dola 1n the examination that he hath 
made of the Doctrine of the Pagans, 
Ludovicus Vives in his Book of the 
] Corruption of Arts, Poſſevin in the 
 . third Book of his Bibliotheck, are elo- 
quent upon the- uncertainty of the 
Judgments of Men: in effe& there is 
nothing more certain than that, nor 
freer from diſpute. Itis not, that one 

M 2 ought 
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ought to doubt of every thing ; but 
we ſhould not at leaſt too eaſily believe 
theſe Philoſophers, who propole to us 
daily new priaciples of Natural Philo- 
lophy. Ler us examine them before we 
believe them: let us diſtinguiſh what 1s 
probable 1in their Doctrine from what 
15 true, and not ſuffer -our ſelves to be 
{urprized by their Conjectures. Let 
us admit of no Syſtemes, but upon the 
terms that Pzo/omzy propoſed his, which 
he deſired ſhould paſs for an Opinion, 
without pretending that men ſhould 
believe it on his Authority, before that 
he proved his Reaſons, And in truth 
one 1s very ridiculous, when he {peaks 
not modeſtly on this matter, whereof 
there 1s ſcarcely any thing known. Zu- 
cretins for all he 1s ſo preſumptious in 
the Judgments that he makes on Na- 
ture, confeſſes that he knows not the 
Principles thereof. It may be ſaid then 
in general, that the Primitive Philoſo- 
phers by giving their principles, have 
only pretended to give their con- 
jectures, for Nature ſhews her ſelf hard- 
ly to any man. It is true, the Inviſible 

| Power, 
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Power of its Vertue may be known by 
the vilible effects of ' its Operations. 
But what Eye is ſo ſharp as to pene- 
trate to the ſource of its Intentions, 
and tounfold the Deſigns thereof? Let 
us therefore only conſider the Principles 
which Naturaliſts propole to us, as 
Explications which may be made on 
what paſſes 1n Nature, and not as Laws 
that they impoſe upon her. Let us 
laok upon the Numbers of Pythagorz, 
the Atoms of Democritas, the Pleni- 
tude and Vacuity of LZeacippus, the 
Ideas of P/ato, the Matter and Form of 
Ariſtotle, the Yortices and Corpulcles 
of Deſcartes, which theſe great men 
propoſe for the Principles of their Na- 
tural Philoſophy, as Conjectures to be 
examined, and not as Rules to be fol- 
lowed. Let us even liſten more favou- 
rably to thoſe who give the beſt Rea- 
ſon for every thing; becaule they have 
had the wit to rank their Imaginations 
in better order : But let us not think 
them ſuch Fools, as to have been wil- 
ling to vent for Science, what 1s but 
Opinion, and to make current for 
M 3 Truth, 
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Truth, what is but Probability. It 1s 
a Caution that one cannot take too 
much to make him walk diſcreetly in 
{o- obſcure a Path as that of Natural 
Philoſophy, the ways whereof are un- 
certain, For as a falſe Rule makes a 
- whole Building irregular, .fo in the 
ſame manner a falſe Principle renders 
the whole Platform of Natural Philo- 
ſophy defective. 
ITI, 

What courle is then to be taken in 
ſo great 'an uncertainty, and what 
guide may one follow in fo difficult a 
way ? Plutarch in the ſecond Volume 
of his Opulcles, reckons up the diffee 
rent Opinions of the ancient Philoſo- 
phers concerning Natural Philoſophy, 
to a pretty confiderable number , as 
Cicero had done before in his A- 
cadenucks : and both adhere to the 
ſentiment of Ari/ftotle, which after exa- 
mination of all they prefer to the'reſt : 
wherein they were followed by Galer, 
and all the ſolid wits that have been 
ſince, So that ye have at firſt great 
Suflrages tor Ariſtotle; For what can 

7 be 
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be more advantageous for that Philo- 
ſopher, that the teſtimony of theſe 
great men ; who have been all three 
particularly conſiderable, for the ſoli- 
dity of their judgment, and the accu- 
rateneſs of their Criticks. That judg- 
ment which they made of Ariſtotle, 
hath been followed by all thoſe who in 
the following Apes applyed themſelves 
to the diſcerning of the capacity of 
that profound Genius. S. Feromz faith 
that the mind of that Philoſopher hath 
been a kind of Prodigie of Nature, 
who knew all that man is naturally ca- 
pable to know. And Medina a Spaniſh 
Divine, pretends that the capacity of 
the Spirit of man cannot dive into the 
knowledge of Nature, as Ari/tof/e did, 
without the particular aſſiſtance of a 
good or bad Angel. It 1s true, that 


| beſides that that Philoſopher hath re- 


ported all that hath been ſaid in Natu- 
ral Philoſophy before himlſeif, to ap- 
prove or to refute.1t ; there is nothing 
almoſt fince to be found in that Science 
which 1s rational, that hath not paſ- 


ſed the tryal of his thoughts, and 


M 4 where- 
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whereof he hath not conceived the 
Principles. But ſeeing men never al- 
moſt ſtudy him by themſelves, or that 
he is not well underſtood by them ; 
there are a kind of good people, who 
take ſometimes that which he refutes, 
for the thing he approves ; and that 
which he approves for what he refutes. 
This occaſions contradictions in his 
Followers, who to warrant themſelves 
by his authority, make him incline to 
their ſide, whether he will or not : and 
ſoit is no wonder if themſelves be loſt, 
when they have put their Guide out of 
the way. 
I'V. 


But let us not be dazled with the [u- 
ſtre of the high reputation of that Phi- 
loſopher, let us neither liſten to the 
Voice of all Ages, nor to the Votes of 
all the Learned that have ſpoken in his 
favour, let us trye Ariſtotle by him- 
ſelf, let ns ſee in what manner he hath 
handled that Science of Natural Philo- 
ſophy, which is the moſt common 
Rock on which all Philoſophers ſplit : 
and that we may not be ſurprized, let 
ts 


us begin to judge of his Doctrine by 
his Principles, that we may be the more 
equitable in our ſentence, As he had 
a Wit beyond the common rate of men, 
ſo he followed extraordinary methods. 
He begins by a kind of Hiſtory of the 
Opinions of all the Philofophers that 
went before him, and that he might 
furniſh his thoughts with matter, and 
ſay nothing but what he himſelf was 
fully informed of, he is willing to 
know all that others have ſaid onthe 
ſame ſubject. ["And"inſtead of going) 
into forraign Countreys to —— 
with the Learned, as P/ato did into Ex 
gypt, Perſia and 7taly, there to ſtudy; 
their ſentiments : Ari/?orle ſhut himſelf 
up in his Cloſet, that he might exa- 
mine inÞrivate all that was written on 
Natural Philoſophy, and upon that 
examination eſtabliſh his Opinion, re- 
jeting what" made againſt him, and 


| - making uſe of what he found for his 


turn, This was his firſt method. He 
afhrms nothing but what he was ſure 
of, by the perte& knowledge he had. 


of 
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f the Opinions of their Philoſophers, 
His Phyſicks are an abridgment of the 


Natural Philoſophy of Py:hagoras, O- - 


cellus, Timens, Leucippus, Parmenides, 
Hippoerates, Meliſſus, Democritus, and 
of others that went before him. The 
moſt part of Philoſophers fpeak at ran- 
dom what they think fit, Ariftorle 
alone dives into his matter, prepares it 
by overthrowing that which choaks his 
Opinion, and lays down nothing, till 
he hath firſt refuted that which is con- 
trary to his Docrine, and therein con- 
ſiſted his chief Talent. That is the 
method which he takes to eſtabliſh his 
Principles. For having overthrown 
the Opinion of Parmenides and Me- 
l;ſſus, who eſtabliſhed an immoyeable 
and infinite being for the Principle of 
all things; having made appear the ab- 
ſurdity of the ſentiment of Democritus, 
Empedocles, Anaxagoras, and the 0- 
ther Philolophers , he lays down his 
Opinion of three Principles, Matter 
Form and Privation, as. the moſt 
proper method to illuſtrate the altera- 
tion 


tion. Which happens in Generation x 


thing that receives, and ſomething 
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wherein men always concetve--ſome- 


which is received, that is to ſay, a ſub- 
je&t common to the Form which comes 
a-new, and to that which goes away ; 
and that is ſo true, that without it a 
new production cannot be conceived. 
Plato, who admits the ſame Principles 
as Ariſtotle. doth, diſtinguiſhes not Pri- ' 
vation from Matter as he doth, who 
is the Author of that diſtin&ion, and 
brags of it as his own Invention, That 
made him ſay in the laſt Chapter of his 
firſt Book of Phyſicks, that molt part 
of the errours of Ancient Philoſophy 
proceeded from this, that the firſt Phi- 
loſlophers had not framed a diſtin& e- 
nough Idea of Matter and Privation : 
and that which he calls Form, 1s no- 
thipg elſe but the principle of the dil- 
poſitions, qualities and operations of 
every compound being ; and which 
conſtitutes every thing in 1ts eflence 
making it to be what it 1s: ſo that 
taking theſe three Principles of Ar:fto- 
tkasa proper method to give a Notion 


of 
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of what occurs in all the mutations that 
happen in Nature, and to facilitate the 
knowledge which men ought to have 
thereof, they are preferable to the 
principles of all the other Philoſophers. 
And this is an abridgment of his general 
Phyſicks, | 

V, = 

In the firſt Book, he lays down the 
method that he propoſes to himſelf in 
his deſign ; and ſeeing the knowledge 
of Nature is in it ſelf obſcure, he pre- 
'tends that men ſhould raiſe themſelves 
as by ſteps to clear and evident notions, 
from ſuch as are not ſo; and that in 
that Science we mult deſcend from ge- 
nerals to particulars. He adds that in 
that manner all things become clear in 
becoming ſenſible by their particular 
accidents and circumftances. Having 
eſtabliſhed that method, in the reſt of 
that Book he refutes the principles of 
other Philoſophers to confirm his own, 
In the ſecond Book he examines what 
Nature is, and 1nquires4nto the proper 
ſfignification of that terme. In the ſe- 
cond, third, fourth and fifth Books he 
treats 
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treats of Cauſes, of Motion, and of - 
Place, which are the attributes of a Na- 
tural Body. In the ſixth Book he ex- 
plains Quantity, whereof he makes an 
exact Treatiſe z he begins to give an 
Idea of the firſt Mover 1n the ſeventh 
Book : and in the eighth he ſpeaks of 
Time which is the natural meaſure of 
Motion. In the firſt and ſecond Books 
of the Heavens he deſcribes the Stars, 
the matter whereof they are formed, 
their Qualities, Motion, Scituation, 
Figure, and all that concerns .the con- 
ſtruction of the World: and in the 
third and fourth he treats of the Gra- 
vity and Levity of Celeſtial Bodies, 
and of the different Opinions that the 
Ancients entertained thereof: and there 
he diſcourſes likewiſe of the Elements 
and their Qualities. In the firſt Book 
of the Meteors he explains all that 
happens in the Air: in the third and 
fourth, what occurs in the Earth and 
Sea; where he likewiſe treats of 
Winds, Thunder, - Lightning, Exha- 
lations, Thunder-bolts, the Rain-bow, 
Falſe-ſuns or Parelies: and in the _ 

e 
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he ſpeaks of Heat and Cold, of Siccity 
and Humidity, of Putrefaction, of Salts, 
of the diflerent qualities of mixt bodi- 
es, of their mixture and temperament. 
In the three Books of the Soul, he ex- 


plains its nature, and the operations - 


thereof, aſwell by the external ſenſes, 
as by the internal faculties. In the 
Books of his little natural queſtions he 
obſerves particularly all that concerns 
ſenſation, memory, reminiſcence, ileep- 
ing, waking, dreams, the prognoſtick 


of dreams, the motion of Animals, their | 


papgretion, the length and ſhortneſs of 
ife, old age, youth, reſpiration, fick- 
neſs and health. The Hiſtory of Ani- 
mals is his Maſterpiece, and the com- 
pleateſt of his Phylicks'; 1n the four 
firſt he hath included the different kinds 
"of Animals, and in the five laſt he hath 
© hinted at their divers manners of mul- 
' tiplication: he hathenriched that work 
+ with an infinite number of Experi- 
*ments, and curious Queſtions, where 
_ one may find, if he narrowly obſerve, 
. the firſt hints of the moſt part of the 
* new dilcoveries, whereof modern Phi- 
loſophy 
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loſophy boaſts. I wave his Book of Co- 
lours, his Treatiſe of Phyſiognomy, his 
mechanical Queſtions, his Problems, 
the two Books of Generation and Cor- 
ruption, the Book of the World, which 
he compoſed for 4/exazder, and many 
other Subjects which he hath handled, 
wherein he rendred a Reaſon of every 
thing from the greateſt to the leaſt, as 
Diogenes Laertins obſerves. This makes 
me ſay for Concluſion, that his Natu- 
ral Philoſophy is the moſt ample that 
ever was ; and that there has nothing 
eſcaped that vaſt-mind, whoſe profound 
capacity and comprehenſive genius hath 
fathomed all things. 

VI. 

And:ſo much may be faid in favour 
of Ariſtotle: Let us now ſee what may . 
- be found amiſs in him. There 1s a 
great deal of confuſion in that Treatiſe 
of his eight Books of Phyſicks : The 
connexion 1s no-ways natural , there is 
nothing harder to be underſtood than * 
the firſt Matter , and the eduction of 
Forms out of that Matter : the whole 
. treatiſe of Motion is abſtracted ; the e- 

ternity 
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ternity of Motion which in hiseighth | 


Book he pretends to prove by circula- 
tion 1s incomprehenſible, and all that 
Book is too metaphyſical. The Trea- 
tiſe of Time and Place 1s not purely 
phyſical, ſeeing it can quadrate to Sp1- 
rits. What he ſays of Time is borrow- 
ed from Archytas, as that which he 
ſpeaks of Motion is taken from Ocel/zs, 
and what he ſays of Vacuity from T- 
menus, 4s Patricius has oblerved. What 
he affirms in the two firſt Books of the 
Heavens, in the Treatiſes of Comets, 
the Rain-bow, and of ſome other Me- 
teors, 1s not found to be true in all its 
Circumſtances : Yet the fourth Book of 
Meteors is to be excepted, which ſeem- 
eth to be more exact than the reſt, The 


Scituation, which in the third Book of 


the Heavens he: hath given to the 
{ſphere of Elementary Fire, conform to 
the Opinion of Lenucippus and Democri- 
#45, has not any Foundation : Pytha- 
goras was not of that opinion. In his 
ſecond Book of Meteors he pretends 
that the Earth under the Equinocual 
cannot be inhabited : which Experience 

proves 
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proves to be falſe. But what he teaches 
of the eternity of the World, how fall: 
ly ſoever, is {till more pardonable than 
the reſt, He could not conceive the 
Creator but in the way that we con- 
ceive the Sun, which produces light at 
the very inſtant that it begins to be: 
and from thence there may be even 
great advantage*drawn againſt the Ar- 
7:4z5, Who could not comprehend the 
Word but with ſome kind of poſterio- 
rity to his Principle. So that the Er- 
rour of Ariſtotle might have furniſhed 
| Reaſons to rectifie the Arrians, who 
perhaps would not have loſt their way, 

if they had liſtned to the Argument of 
that Pagan, although he was out of the 
way himſelf. Patricizs a Philoſopher 
of Yexice, 1n his Book of the Diſcufſi- 
ons of the Doctrine of 4ritozle , Ra- 
»214 in his Phyſical Schools, Gaſſendrs 
in his Obſervations againſt the Peripa-. 
teticks, relate a great many things in 
Natural Philoſophy, wherein that Phi- 
lolopher has been miſtaken, eſpecially 
in the order and conſtruction of Cele- 
ſtal Bodies, in the Hiſtory of Animals, 
N In 
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in the Anatomy of the Body of man, 
and in ſome other matters. I grant the 
modern Natural Phulolophy is fo im- 
proved by Experiments, and by the 
help of new Inſtruments, whereof it 
makes uſe, that it hath ſurpaſſed the 
Phyſicks of Ar:/tozle in ſome things, 
which have been more clearly diſco- 
vered in the progreſs of time: and that 
the moſt part of the Opinions of anci- 
ent Pluloſophers, contained in the ſe- 
cond Tome of the Works of P/utarch, 
concerning the Heavens and Stars, are 
found falſe by Inſtruments proper for 
Celeſtial Obſervations, that have been 
invented in theſe laſt Ages. In fine, I 
orant that Ariſtotle 1s leſs demonitra- 
tive in his Phyſicks, than 1n the other 
parts of his Philoſophy, that his me- 
thod 415 not ſo exact, nor his principles 
ſo ſure. But that defect 1s more to be 
imputed to the matter, than to the ca- 
pacity of the Workman, which ſhows 
it ſelf always equally vigorous in all his 
Reaſonings and Reflexions. Reaſon it (elf 
for all it is ſo univerſal, yet is limited in 
ſome Subjes ; 'and one cannot tran(- 

_ grels 
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greſs thoſe limits, but that he goes 
too far. 

| OO. 

This is the judgment that may be 
made of all the Philoſophers, whether 
ancient or modern, who have written 
on Natural Philoſophy, The Zgypri- 
ans have left nothing on this Science, 
whereof there remains .any trace, but 
their Obſervations on the Heavens and 
Celeſtial Bodies ; which they under- 
ſtood better than other people, becauſe 
the quality of their ſpirits born to Prog- 
noſticks, inclined them more to it. Sim- 
plicias ſays that Califthenes, at the deſire 
of Ariſtotle his Kinſman,ſent into Greece 
Obſervations on the Heavens, made 
by the Chaldeans, for above two thou- 
{and years before Alexander, Porphyrie 
aſfures us, that he ſaw theſe Oblerva- 
tions. What the Phenicians and Athio- 
pians wrote on Natural Philoſophy is 
loſt, by the loſs of the Books of Dio- 
aorus the Sicilian, from the fifth to the 
eleventh. However the Grec:axs, who 
have been the Maſters in all other Scien- 
ces, have been likewile in this, whereon 
N 2 tiey 
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they have written better than other * 
_ people, and have been the firſt obſer- 
vers of Nature, For Plutarch 1n the 
Life of A zczas ſaith, that Anaxagoras 
and the other Philoſophers of 704 of 
that time were only Naturaliſts, To 
ſpeak properly, the Aſſyr2avs under- 
ſtood no more but the firſt Elements of 
Aſtronomy, by the unexact Oblerva- 
tions which they made without Inſtru- 
ments; having no other way to mea- 
ſure the mottons of the Stars but by 
water-Glaſſes, Amonglt the Grecian 
Philoſophers Pythagoras , and Ocellus, 
Architas, Timeus, who were his Diſci- 
ples, Hippocrates, Lencippus, and Demo- 
critus {tudied Nature, and wrote there- 
on more learnedly than others. Demo- 
critus 1s one of the greateſt Naturaliſts 
that ever was; to whom Anu!us Gell;us 
gives many Elogies, Empedocles com- 
poled a Natural Philoſophy in Verſe, 
according to the Principles of Pythage- 
.zas, of which LZacretins ſpeaks as of a 
miracle, and whereof Ariſtotle and Dzo- 
genes Laertius make mention, Plats 
hath written hardly any thing on this 
part, 
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part, which he hath not taken from the 
Pythagoreanus, The Opinion of Deme- 
critus, which had many Followers be- 
fore and after AriFotle, and which is 
revived by moſt part of the modern 
Natural Philo{ophers of note, 1s ſome- 
what more real and ſenſible by the Do- 
ctrine of Atoms, than the Opinion of 

Ariſtotle of Matter, Form, and Priva- 
tion: but beſides that it eſtabliſhes a 
Matter, without eſtabliſhing a Work- 
man, that is to ſay, an Art without an 
Artiſt ; that Doctrine which is much 
the ſame with that of LZexcippus, falls 
into ſo great abſurdities when it is exa- 
mined to the bottom . that one hath 
much ado not to reject it. Socrazes 
who found that the Sophiſfs had abuſed 
. that part of Philoſophy by their falſe 
\. argumentations, took another way and 
applyed himſelf to Morality. So that 
what ?P/ato brings him in ſaying of Na- 
. tural Things, 1s none of his, as Xeze- 
phon alledges. The Book of TheophraZ3 
ffus on Plants, is in the mma 


of Fulias Scaliger, who hath comment- 
ed on it, one of the lovelieſt pieces of; 
N 3- Mama 
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Natural Philoſophy, that 1s to be found 
in all Antiquity. Zezo the head of the 
Sroicks hath notbing particular in his 
Phyſicks, but that he explains not him- 
ſelf as others do; though his ſenti- 
ments be the ſame, He eſtabliſhes two 
Principles, God and Matter : He aſſigns 
to the World a Soul ſo diffuſed in all the 
parts thereof, that he makes 1t a great 
Animal. Zipfius hath abridged the Phy- 
ſicks of this Philoſopher, as he hath 
his Morals, Eyzcarus 1s uncertain 1n his 
Phyſicks: he takes a ſingular way of 
his own 1n all things. Cicero thinks 
that this Philoſopher, having addicted 
himſelf to Democritns, hath ſpoiled his 
Opinion by what he hath changed in 
it : he taught Natural Philoſophy only 
to ſecure himſelf againſt the fears which 
Religion occaſions, Vacuity and Atoms 
are the principles of his Phyficks. The 
Epicureans Iittle underſtood the nature 
of Motion, becauſe they no ways un- 
der{tood the nature of Time and Place, 
whereof the explication belongs to the 
Meraphyſicks. Notwithſtanding of 
thr, Zneretias hath preferred Fpicurns 
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to all the other Philoſophers, and hath 
ſet him off for the greateſt man that 
ever was: as appears by the Elogies 
which he makes of him in divers pla- 
ces of his Poem; and eſpecially in rhe 
beginning of his third Book, where 
he ſpeaks of him in a ſtrain, wherein 
never man was ſpoken of, Amafanins, 
of whom Czcero makes mention, main- 
tains nothing different from Epicurus, 
whoſe Doctrine he deſcribes. Platarch 
cttes 2 Book of Nature and Natural Be- 
1ngs, compoſed by Chryſippus, which 
Favorings praiſeth much. W hat remains 
of the Works of Natural Philoſophy 
written by the Greeks, is to be found by 
ſhreds 1n the Fragments of Dzogeres 
Laertins, We are promiſed from Flo- 
rence a Work, whoſe Author named 
Rucelai, hath colle&ed all that the An- 
cients have . written on that Science 
and which he reduced to fix and thirty 
different Syſtems of Natural Philoſophy : 
But ſeeing that Work which he hath 
written 1n /#alian, and which contains 
twelve Volumes , could not come to 
light before his death, it is to be feared 
N 4 th-r 
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that it will not yet appear ſo ſoon, by rea- 
ſon ofthe loſs that Learning hath ſuſtain- 
ed by the death of Cardinal de Medicrs, 
who alone might have haſtened the1m- 
preſſion, 

VIII. 

Though the Ro2-azs have not much 
applyed themſelves to Natural Philo- 
ſophy , the honour of which they 
ought wholly to yield to the Greeks , 
yet there are to be found amongſt them 
learned Works on that ſubje&. There 
hath been nothing written 1n Zarine, 
in a more poliſhed and purer tile, than 
the Poem of Zucretizs on the Philoſo- 
phy of Epicurws ; which for the purt- 
ty of diction Lambinus prefers to Yir- 
2:1 : but there 1s no piece more dange- 
rous for Morality, Cicero, who under- 
ſtood the Philoſophy of the Greciaxs, 
and wrote of 1t the beſt of all the Re- 
2ans, peaks thereof in ſuch a man- 
ner, that one cannot tell what opinion 
he was of : when we take him upright, 
we find that he addicts himſelf to no- 
thing, and that he diverts himſelf with 
every thing ; but in fine, 1t 1s Known 
that 
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that Plato and Ariſtozle pleale him bet- 
ter than the reſt. © Sexeca, it ſeems, 
hath not well obſerved a Didadtick 
way in his Books of Natural Queſti- 
ons ; he makes too ſubtle Reflexions, 
where natural ſimplicity is only neceſ- 
ſary: he affects too much to be moral, 
where he ſhould only be natural. No 
man hath written more in Zatize on 
Natural Philoſophy, nor with greater 
elegancy, than Plizy: the ſole Idea of 
his Work is the vaſteit deſign that e- 
ver entred into the mind of man. He 
is the univerſal Hiſtorian of Nature, 
who hath given his opinion of every 
thing, and well ; he hath pickt up a 
thouſand things, that without him 
would have been loſt. But 1t we con- 
ſult the ſentiment of $Sa/maſins in his 
Obſervations on P/izy , we ſhall find 
that that Author hath many times ſuf- 
fered himſelf to be deceived by thoſe 
who furniſhed him with the Memori-, 
als of his Hiſtory ; that he hath ſome- 
times loſt the way himſelf, by affaying 
to go too far , that he hath been too 
credulous in following the Opinions of 
others 
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others, and too haſty to follow his - 


own; that in his Relations he takes 
ſometimes greater care of the beauty 
of words, than the verity of things , 
and that the neceflity that he found 
himſelf in of relying on the credit of 
others, makes his own to be queſtion- 
ed. Not but that he hath had Patrons 


in theſe laft Ages, who pretend that 


moſt part of the matters which he pub- 
liſhed , and whereof men heretofore 
doubted,: are found after ſtrict exami- 
nation to be true. Yet I think we 
ought to truſt more to S«/maſins than 
to thoſe others, who hath written more 
tearnedly on P/;zy than all that have 
gone before him; and it muſt be ac- 
knowledged , that the work of p1;»y 
is too large to be very exat, Howe- 
ver his Hiſtory is one of the moſt ad- 
mirable works of antiquity. Plutarch, 
Dioſcorides, Elianns and Solinns, eve- 
ery one of them in their own way have 
by therr Books likewife much enriched 
Natural Philoſophy: ?l4#arch is more 
a Moralift than Naturaliſt, Disſcor:des 
more Phyſitian than Philoſopher, E- 


lianus 


Natural Philoſophy. 187 
li1nus a better Hiſtorian than Natura- 
liſt, and $o/inzs a greater Geographer 
than obſeryer of Nature, Galez hath 
built upon the Natural Philoſophy of 
Hippocrates whom he followed exactly, 
and hath taken many things from 2/;- 
zy, whole Natural Hiftory he ſtudied 
much. All the other learned of the 
following ages have divided them- 
ſelves according to the inclination they 
have had for Plato, or for A4riſtozle , 
as Avicenna and Averroes have done : 
and that was likewiſe the party which 
the Schoolmen embraced in the Ages 
wherein their Sect hath flouriſhed moſt. 
But moſt of them have ſtuck to Ari- 
fotle, notwithſtanding of the Animo- 
ſity and Jealouſfies that ſet them toge- 
ther by the Ears. The Schools with 
all the Arrogance which they inſpired 
into their Diſciples, have not been fo 
bold for the ſpace of three hundred 
years, as to teach any thing in Natural 
Philoſophy, which was not conform 
to the ſentiments of Ariſtotle, | 
I X. | 
The Modern Natural Philoſophy 
COvY {ONO 1 A 
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began not to be formed , until the 
laft age. Galilews a Florentine Philo- | 
{opher was the firſt that conceived ſuch 
a deſign, upon the notion that he had 
of the Principles of Zeucippus, He 
was 2 man of ſolid wit, who by the 
perfect knowledge he had of Aſtrono- 
my and Geometry, hath reaſoned bet- 
ter on the nature of Motion, than 
thoſe that went before him or followed 
after. He was the firſt that found out 
the proportion of the vibrations of ſuſ- 
pended weights, and of the accelera- 
tion of the motion of heavy bodies in 
falling, whereof he took the princi- 
ples from Ariſforle, He was more a 
Peripatetick than his Succeſlors : but 
in reforming the Ancients he hath ta- 
ken too modern an Air. For he fol- 
lows the Opinion of Copernicus in the 
_ . Syſteme of the World, which he hath 
, Med and by the uſe of the Teleſ. 
cope, he diſcovered many new Stars, 
©he obſerved ſpots in the Sun, he found 
(Mountains and Vallies in the Moon, 
heobſerved waxings and waneings in 
« the Planet Yexms, he ſhewed great 
ſtrength 
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ftrength in his reaſonings, and acquired 
ſingular Reputation in faly, where he. 
was in a manner the founder of Mo-. 
dern Philoſophy. Thus did Bacoz a-, 
waken the love of Philoſophy in his” 
Country, He had a vaſt genius for” 
Natural Philoſophy, but hath in no 
-part which he treated of it, better 
ſucceeded,than in his Hiſtory of Winds: 
though he hath been a little too credu- 
lous as to the memorials which were 
furniſhed him on that ſubje&, The 
reſt of his Natural Philoſophy is not 
of the ſame force ; though the Cha- 
racer of his Wit appear therein in all 
its features : and what he hath written 
on Nature hath not contributed a little 
to excite the minds of his Country-men 
to the love of that Science, and to the 
ſtudy of natural beings , which of 
late has reflouriſhed in Ezg/a»d; where 
he hath found many imitators of the 
paſſion he had for Philoſophy. The 
Phyſicks of Campanella, wherein - he 
eives ſenſation to the moſt inſenſible- 
things of nature, whereof he proves 
all the parts to be animated, 1s a Viſion 
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to which he was ſubje&t, Teleſims is of 
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his opinion in his treatiſe againſt Ga/ex, 
He 1s too bold in his deciſions, he treats 
Ariſtotle. often very highly, but with- 
out reaſon, Gilbertus hath explained 


; the Experiments of the Loadſtone bet- 
ter than any other. Harvey has reaſon- 
*ed the beſt on the progreſs of the gene- 


ration of Animals, and the circulation 
of the Blood , as Fromoxd hath writ- - 


' ten the beſt of Meteors, Save? of Co- 


lours, Merſeanus of Sounds and Har- 
mony, wills of the Brain and its parts, 
Grew of the Anatomy of Plants. Floid 
hath little ſound Reaſon : and he might 
paſs for the Parace!ſus of Philoſophers, 
as Paracelſus tor the Fleid of Phyſicians ; 
for they are two Spirits much like one 
another. Gaſſezdus hath written well 
againſt the Natural Philoſophy of Foz. 
Borellus 1s a good Geometrician, and no 


bad Naturaliſt, but without any prin- 


ciple of Metaphylick, which makes him 


'not very ſure 1n his Propoſitions, Tho- 
4s Hobbes hath ſhewed a great depth. 
. of wit in his Phyſicks , but as he is 
one of the boldeſt Epioureans of m - 
- 4 
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laft Ages, and follows in every thing 
the principles of Epicarus, with- 
out any reſerves 1o hath he reaſoned 
ill about the Mind and its chief Opera- 
tions, the principle of which he attri- 
butes to Phantaſms, and the Imagina- 
tion, Bozle 1s a rational perſon, who' 
hath applyed himfelf to the enriching 
of Natural Philoſophy by his Expert- 
ments and Reflexions, which have al- 
ways an air of ſolidity. Gaſſendas is ' 
but the Reſtorer of the Phylicks of - 
Epicuras which he hath handled by, 
Galileus his principles of Motion, , 
wherein he 1s altogether Gal:/eiſt, and. 
for the reſt an Epicarean mitigated by 
a principle of Conſcience: for he ac-, 
knowledges the creation of Atoms,; 
which Epicurus denys ; he will have? 
God to give them the Motion, Extenſ*i-/ 
on and Figure, which Epicurus aſcribes? 
to themlelves: he admits of Provi- 
_ dence, which that Philoſopher allow- 
ed not. In fine, he makes Epicuras a 
honeſt : man, becauſe he is ſo himſelf: 
but never man hath treated Ariſtotle j 
worſe, whom he calls ignorant, fool,” 
C><and/ 
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moderate. As to Yaxhelmont., who can 
find nothing rational in Ariforle*s Phy- 
ſicks,it muſt be acknowledged his judg- 
ment 15 not great : the truth is Paracel 


ſas had infected his Wits 
X 


Now after all, that we may do ju- 
ſtice to our Nation, and to the Me- 
morie of. Deſcartes, we muſt acknow- 
ledge that his Natural Philoſophy is 
one of the moſt learned and accompliſh- 
ed pieces of Modern Phylicks: In it 
there are curious Idea's, and quaint 
Imaginations: and if one mind it well, 
there is to be found therein a more re- 
gular Dodtrine, than in Ga/;lews or the 
Exgliſh, and even more novelty and 
invention than in Gaſſendzs himſelf, In 
a word, it is a Work whereof the or- 
der is well excogitated : his Method is 
altogether Geometrical , which leads 
from principles to principles, and from 
propoſitions to propoſitions. However 
this is to be found fault with in him 
That he ſettles for the principle of a 
Natural Body, motion, figure and ex- 
| tenſion, 


and fancyful, for all he was himſelf ſo. 
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tenſion, which are much the ſame 
with the Principles of Democritus and 
Epicurus : Whereupon it 1s ſaid, That 
Father Merſenne,who was bis Reſident 
at Pars, having one day given out in 
an Aflembly of the Learned, That Mon- 
fieur Deſcartes, who had gained Repu- 
tation by his Geometrie, was project- 
ing a method of Natural Philoſophy, 
wherein he admitted Vacuity ; that 
project was hiſled at by Kobertval and 
ſome others, who from thenceforwards 
thought it would prove no great at- 
chievement, Father Aferſerne wrote to 
him that Vacuity was not then a-la- 
mode at Pars: which obliged Deſ- 
cartes to deviſe meaſures to keep 1n 
good terms with the new Naturalilts, 
whoſe ſuffrage he courted, and to ad- 


- *mit the plenitude of Leucippres ; ofa 
through policy the excluſion of Vacuity 


became one of his Principles. This 
made Gaſſezdzs ſtart new difficulties to 
him; ſhowing him, that if there were 
no Vaculty, motion, which was one of 
his Principles, would be impoſſible : 


becauſe nothing moves if there be no 
O Void 
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void for it Deſcartes to ſalve that in- 
convenience, invented his thin ſubtile 
matter, whereof he made a kind of 
engine which he applied to many 
things ; and thereby he reconciled the 
opinion of Plenitude and Vacuity, ac- 
cording as he ſtood in need of either, 
But as Plenitude, and that thin ſubtile 
matter got place in the Syſteme of De- 
cartes, meerly out of complaiſance to 
the relith of the Age, and' as an after- 
game, ſo his Philoſophy ſeemed weak 
m the matter of motion, which is one 
of his Principles, For that Philoſo- 
pher taught that all motion was cre- 
ated with the World, that there was 
no new motion produced, and that it 
did no more but ſhift from one Body to 
another : That the thin ſubtile matter 
by its impulſe, cauſed all the gravity 
_ orlevity of Bodies : That the alteration 
of heavy Bodies in their motion 
towards the center, proceeded from 
the ſame impulſe: That heat was 
nothing but the agitation of the 
particles of the Air put in motion 
by the ſubtile matter, which in Is 

"ol Doctrine 
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Doftrine was a kind of a Spring fir 
forall 'things. Thar the Vegetation 
of Plants, and Generation of Animals 
is performed only by a forttiitrous mo- 
tion-of his little Bodies , #s a Palace 
might be-erected by: a heap of Stones 
moved by chance :'/That there is no 
ſenſation ih Anitnals: That theſe De- 
monſtrations of Joy, Sadnels, Amity, 
and Averſion, theſe: impreſſions of pain 
and pleaſure; that appear in them , are 
buttheetfects of a kind of Spring and 
Engiftie , that plays: according -15 the 
matter Is diſpoſed ' That herr4s-not 
ihth6'Firg, hardidels-in the Matble, 
kimvidity in the Water , that theſe 
hings-br eel inthe. Soul, which.finds 


x diy Its thought , and not at all 

-t fer M1 ities; which are bur” Chy- 
Berws. In fine, un ont who would 
have us begin, by doubting of every 
thidg, to lay alide all our notices, ſtrip 
otir [elves of our Sentiments , - of Cu- 
fort Education, Opinion, of our very 
Senfag and all other impreſſions, thar 
we may but learn ſome ſjnall-inconſt- 
O 2 derable 
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derable matter, dentxands more than he 
promiſes. And when, to give the rea- 
ſon of things, he lays, they happen by 
a certain Figure, Motion, or Extenſion, 
he hath ſaid all; for he dives into no- 
thing, and for all he pretends to. be ſo 
great a Democritiſt , he underſtands 
not the true Doctrine of Demdcritns, 
His Syſtem of the Loadſtone: with 
thelelittle hooked. bodies, theſe hol- 
Jowed and ſpiral parts, is without 
foundation.His opinion of the Flux and 
Reflux of the Sea, by the impreſſion of 
the Atmoſphere of: the Moon, is found 
falſe by experience, for the parts of 
Water that are under the. Moon, : {well 
inſtead of ſinking, as. he faith... The 
explication which he gives to..Aall the 
motions of the Soul jn 'its paſſions by 
the Conjundtion of Nerves and Ft- 
bres which are inſerted inthe (g/andula 
 pinealis)1s a Dream , for there are; no 
Nerves which terminate at that glan- 
dule: he fays nothing rational con- 
cerning ſounds, : In fine, it may be 
ſaid, that he is very like thoſe. Pxrhapo- 
reins of whom Ariſtorle ſpeaks , Wy ] p 
1 
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did not ſo much endeavour to give a 
reaſon of the things they explained, as 
to reduce every thing to their own 
Principles and Syſtem. However, as 
he made it his buſineſs rather to ſhow 
his Wit, than to diſcover the truth 
fo when one is fo rational as tobe ſatis- 
hed with probabilities , he may find e- 
nough to ſatisfie himſelf in that Na- 
tural Philoſophy: yet that haughtineſs 
of his Diſciples, who call all other Phi- 
lofophers ignoraats, is not to be appro- 
ved of: their minds are dazled with 
a new kind of Language , and there- 
fore they make a noiſe, as all novel- 
ties do. The obſcurity of his exprel- 
fion encreaſed the number of his fol- 
lowers ; for in matter of Doctrine that 
1s often found to be the beſt which is 
leaſt underſtood, | 

The Natural Philoſophy of the Chy- 
miſts with their three principles, Salt; 
Sulphur, and Mercury, hath no Solidl- 
ty : they are narrow-ſpirited Philoſoz 
phers, who being unable to compret 
hend Univerſal Philoſophy, have ſtint* 
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ed themſelves to limited Subjects, and 
thereto ſtinted their own Genius. They 


may be reduced to three orders. The. 
firſt is, of thoſe that pretend to the 
knowledge of Natyre in general: the 
{econd, of thoſe who prepare Reme- 
dies: and the third, of thoſe who ap- 
ply themſelves to the finding out of 
the Art of changing of Metals, by gi- 
ving them either. new Figures , new 
Colours, or new Conſiftence, The 
firſt and ſecond may be rational, as 
Albertus Magnus , Van Helmant , and 
the Diſtillers are. The third are Ex- 
travagant : for to pretend to make 
new Creatures, is to invade the right 
of the Creator, As for the Cabaliſts 
and Judicial Aſtrologers , there 1s no- 
thing more frivolous tha TOP DN a - 
ral Philoſophy : neither ſhall I ſpe 

* the Phyſicks of Cerdan, which are all 
f contained 1n his Books_ of. Subtilitie, 
« But I cannot forbear to take: notice, 
. that the Royal Society of Exg/and ; 
; the Academy of Philoſophers lately 
. eltabliſhed at Paris , by Order of the 
"King; the Cares of the late Fang 
nal 
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nal de Medicis,to encourage the Learn- 
ed by his example, and the new piece 
of Experiments which he cauſed with- 
in theſe few years to be Printed at Flo- 
rence ; have lo effectually revived the 
love of Natural Philoſophy in the Age 
we live in, that nothing ſeems at pre- 
ſent more in Vogue  among(t the 
Learned of Europe , than that ſtudy 
which now-a-days reigns there Unt- 
verſally. And Men have advanced in 
it with ſo much ſucceſs, that it may be 
faid, that wirhin the ſpace of three- 
icore years, there have been made 
more new diſcoveries in Nature, by 
Experiments, Obſervations , and the 
Invention of new Inſtruments of A- 
ſtronomy, than had been made for a- 
bove a thouſand years before. For 
there is found out an Art of obſerving 
all the different affections of the Air 
by the Thermometer:therearenew De-, 
ſcriptions made of the Moon by a, 
Map, which repreſents all its Monthly 
Appearances, and the Variety of they 
Phenomena which the Shadow makes 
by Eminencies and Concavittes like 

Tn O 4 to 
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.to Mountains and Valleys : there is 
"found an Art to obſerve the Courſe of 
"the Stars, with as great exactnels as the 
Motion of a Watch, or their ſhadow 
ona Sun-Dial: and it was in our Age, 
& or but a little before,that Men began to 
a. find out Irregularites in the Motion of 
{_the Heavens , and Celeſtial. Boges : 
that 1s to ſay, in the moſt regular 
works of Nature that God hath made. 
In fine, it ſeems that by that virtuous 
emulation, which hath been of late rai- 

| ſed amongſt the Naturaliſts of Ez- 
glana, France, Italy, and Holland, the 
World hath begun to change its Face, 
the Heavens to move on other princi- 
ples, and by other Syſtems, the Air to 
be more cleared by the knowledge of 
Meteors, the Sea to become more ealie 
for Commerce by the Science of Na- 
vigation, the Earth to be better known 
by the perfe&t knowledge of Simples, 
mixr Bodies, Salts, and Minerals, and 
all Arts to be enobled by new diſcove- 
rics: at preſent there is nothing ſtudied 
but the finding out of new_lights in 
SCicn. es, which have been darkned vy 
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the negligence of preceding Ages 
and the ſtudy of Experiments 1s raed 

toa greater height than ever. What 
ſhall I ſay of the wonderful Springs of 
mot1on 1n the Heart, the Circulation- 
of the Blood, the Conſtruction of the ' 
Brain, = Lo Oeconomie of the” 
Body of Man, wherein there are ſq ma- 
ny low ſecrets found out, Sn 
rare and late diſcoveries in Flies and ( 
and other Inſects, whereof the Engliſh 
have compoſed a great Volume full of 
Obſervations, which hitherto have 

been almoſt unknown? It with th 
ſame ardour they perſiſt in the Study of 
Nature,by the Obſervations which they 
have begun to make yn all parts of the 
World, where their Commerce gives 
them entrance, they may be able ſhort- 
ly to publiſh a ſecond Volume of Na- 
tural Hiſtory worthy to be ſubjoyned 
to that of P/izy, If I pretended to 
enter into the retail of all that is found 
out in Nature by ftudy and the appli- 
cation of Modern Philoſophy, I ſhould 
never make an end. But I cannot for- 
get how much that Science is enriched 


by 
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by the Works of Monſieur de la Cham- 
bre,chief Phyſician in Ordinary to the 
King, who adhering to the Dodtrine 
of Ariſtotle hath written on Phyficks, 
more ſolidly than others, and in a more 
florid ſtile, In ſodry and barren matters, 
there was never ſo much: grace: and 
beauty : and yet his politeneſs leſſens 


not the force of his reaſons, nor does 


the flouriſh of his expreſſion take any 
thing off from the Gravity of his matter. 
It may be ſaid: that he 1s the politeſt 
and moſt ſolid of all Modern Philoſo- 
phers; and that if Nature her ſelf 
would explain her ſelf, ſhe would uſe 
no other terms, 
ER” © * 

Tt remains now to be obſerved, . that 
we may put an end to the Reflexions on 
Natural Philoſophy , what it is that 
may contribute to the perfection of that 
Art, whereof men are ſo fond of late, 
and what may hurt the progreſs which 
it ſo juſtly makes in the minds of men. 
As honour and emulation are chiefly 
the Soul of Arts and Sciences ; ſo they 
who have a Genius for Natural Philo- 


lophy, 
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ſophy , whereof the knowledge is ſa 
important for Society , cannot be'too 
much eſteemed. Yet they cannot be 
ſufficiently warned to have a care of be- 
ing ſurpriſed by new Opinions, with- 
out ſtrict examination of them, and of 
eſpouſing the ſentiments of others by 
a Spirit of Cabal and partiality ; they 
ſhould caſt off that Character, as one of 
the greateſt hindrances to the know- 
ledge and diſcerning of Truth. | Let us 
exhort them to guard themſelves by the 
Uſe and Experience of Things , that 
they may prevent pleaſant Errours, 
and lay aſide the natural prepoſleſſion 
that men have for their own Opinions: 
but let us likewiſe adviſe them never 
to be tao curious, without ſame lit- 
tle docility, nor to be too docile, with- 
out ſomewhat of curioſity. For curio- 
ſity without ſubmiſſion leads men out 
of the way z and too great ſubmiſſion 
without curioſity guides men into igno- 
rance. Let them know that Reaſon 
and Experience are the two only ways 
whereby that Science is acquired: but 
that Reaſon without Experience hath 

na 
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no ſolidity, as Experience without Rea- 
ſon has no exaftneſs. Let them not a- 
muſe themſelves to ſatisfie too' much 
the publick curioſity by Novelties : for 
It is a vanity of. the new Philoſophers to 
make it more their buſineſs to ſay - 
things that are agreeable, than ule- 
ful. Theſe maxims are to be inſinu- 
ated to the modern Philoſophers, to 
imprint on their minds that Character 
of ſolidity, without which that Science 
cannot be well handled, wherein there 
1s nothing more to be avoided, than il- 
luſjon and uncertainry. Moreover, 
though there be hardly any thing more 
to be added to the general Phyſicks, to 
enrich them with new Principles and 
Methods , becauſe they confiſt in a 1i- 
mited perfection : yet it may be faid 
that the ſpecial Phyſicks are of fo vaſt 
an extent, that there -may be always 
found new ways to raiſe them to grea- 
ter perfection. And for all the new 
Stars that are diſcovered, there will re- 
main ſtill more to be found out. For 
that is a Stock, which, though it be ſo 
much already drained by the Studies of 
ſo 
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ſo many Learned, and by the ſeries of 
ſo many, Ages, yet will ſtill prove in- 

exhauſtible, 

| XILL 

The laſt Reflexion which we have to 
make on this Science, regards the pro- 
cedure of Naturaliſts, who in their 
Reaſonings refer all things to Nature, 
g1ving it greater vertue-than it ought to 
have, and ſtretching its power beyond 
the bounds that the Creator hath pre- 
ſcribed to it. As Alcindas, that Ara- 
biaz Philoſopher, did heretofore, whom 
Averroes ranks among the greateſt wits 
that ever were ; 1n effet he knew ma- 
ny things: but he made a Treatiſe 
wherein he imputed to Nature; what 
is commonly attributed to Spirits, which 
are above Nature, that 1s to ſay, to An- 
gels and Demons. So did Peter of 4- 
porno and Pomponatius,, both great ſtick- 
lers for. Nature, -pretend that all that 
happened in ſublunary things, was but 
an effect of Celeſtial impreffions, And 
as. Galen referred every thing to the 
Qualities of Temperament , Albertus 
Magn; to the Specitick Form, —_ 
455 6ilins 
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lins Ficinus to Planets ; ſo Peter of Apo- 
20 referred every thing to the Vertue of 
Celeſtial Bodies, and acknowledged no 
other Miracles but the changes of Sea- 
ſons, as D# Lyojer aſſures us. This gave 
occaſion to Baptiſts of Mantua to call 
him, Yirum migne ſed piminn: andacis 
ſapiertie ; 4 great Philoſopher , but of 
z00 preat boldneſs, That is the conitnon 
infirmity of {tinted Spirits, that believe 
nothing but what they comprehend: 
Montants ſeems tobe a Philoſopher of 
this Character : he is often incredulous, 
through a deſire of being toomuch a 
Naturaliſt ; and he 1s the more dange- 
rotts for Religion, the more he affets 
Not to appear fo, For by the ingenuity of 
plain common ſenſe, and of too civil a 
Philoſopher, he works greater effects on 
mens minds, with his negligent way of 
pls what he ſays. © The Natural Phi- 
lolop y of Deſcartes raiſes not the 
Mind above the Senſes : by Bodies alone 
heexplains the moſt ſpiritual operations 
of the Soul: and an Eryliſhmar of late 
hatch made appear, that in all the Rea- 
fonings of that Phuloſopher' there is 2 


mechanical 
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mechanical air that reduces every 
thing to the method of Art, for which 
he thinks it dangerous to Religion. But 
ſpeaking generally, Natural Philoſo- 
phy, Medicine, Aſtrology, and Chymi- 
ſry, ſtick too much to Nature, to raiſe 
men to him who is the Author thereof : 
they allow too much to the Senſes, to 
make men able to get above Senſe, and 
they harden the heart againſt the be- 
lief of God, by accuſtoming men to 
conſider things by too low a view. Un- 
happy are the Philoſophers of that Ge- 
nius, who {ubtilize on the Knowledge 
of the Creature, and ſtick at the belief 
of the Creator, That was not the Cha- 
racter of the ancient Philoſophers, who 
had not only higher thoughts than we, 
but raiſed themſelyes above themſelves, 
that they might acknowledge a Sove- 
raign Reaſon, which they made the 
Rule of all their Reaſonings, and to 
which they ſubmitted their minds. In 
fine, that we may make an end, let us 
obſerve our ſelves in the judgments 
we make of Nature, and judge of it 
with reverence, let us not decide too 
boldly 
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boldly on its operations , whereof Man 
ought neyer to judge .but with 
trembling. For to be ſhort, to cenſure 
Nature 1s to cenſure God whoſe work 
It is, and to ſubmit the greatneſs of 
his Power to our Criticks, Wherein 
that Prince ſeemed Extravagant, that 
would have reformed the Fabrick of the 
World by a falſe Guſto of Philoſophy, 
which he had learnt from the Arabians. 
True Philoſophy, when it hath attain- 
ed to its higheſt pitch of perfe&tion, 
judges of every. thing with fear, it 
ſhakes when 1t comes to decide, becauſe 
it knows its own incapacity, by know- 
ing the weakneſs of the mind of man. 
But when 1t conſiders the . Works of 
God, it impoſes ſilence on its Reaſon, 
_ and bends downwards all its know- 
ledge, as the Cherubims of the Pro- 
phet fold their Wings, and humble. 
themſelves before God, that by their 
own humiliation they may reverence 
the greatneſs of his Majeſty. 


The ena of the Fourth Part. 
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The Metaphyficks: | 


I 


S&DEAturalPhiloſophy is the know 
SAÞ ledge of natural and ſenſible 
Sk things: and Metaphylicks 15 
&; the Science of things pure- 
ly intelleQual. & AII other - 
Sciences have a dependance on this ;* 
for it ſerves them for Foundation and * 
Method, and without 1t there 1s no-" 
thing known but imperfectly. That} 
is perhaps the Reaſon which obliged 
Ariſtotle to call that Science the true ' 
beginning of Philofophy, and the no-" 
bleſt of Scienccs. As it 1s taken up” 
' only about the thoughts, by a view 
abſtracted 
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abſtracted from corporeal and incorpo- 
real-beings,fo it railes it ſelf above ſenſe 
and matter : it leaves the quantity of 
Bodies to the conſideration of Geome- 
try, and their other qualities to Natural 
Philoſophy ; that it may imploy it ſelf 
only about being ſeparated from their 
Individual Singularity, ſuch as are Sub- 
ſtances, Accidents, Relations, Oppo- 
{itions, and all that can be conceived 
by an abſtradtion from Matter : and 
that it may only conſider beings that 
are purely ſpiritual, ſuch as, the Soul, 
Spirits, Angels, and even God him- 
felt: wherein it hath ſomething of Di- 
vinity. It 1s for that Reaſon alſo that 
Ariſtotle calls it Divinity or Natural 
Theology. The end of this Science 
is the finding out of pure and abſtract- 
ed Verity : thereby it perceives things 
1h their original,that, it may know them 
to the full : it enters into the retail of 
all particular Species, which it redu- 
ces to their principles ; and that retail 
1s almoſt infinite : this is the Reaſon 
that without ic all the knowledges of 
man are but ſuperficial and imperfect, 
becauſe 


becauſe there is not almoſt any true de- 
monſtration without its Principles. 
IT. 

The deſign of Arifforle in his Meta- 
phyſicks is to give Principles to other 
Sciences, which they cannot have of 
themſelves; and to eſtabliſh a princi- 
pal vertue, which might ſerve for a 
Rule to all other Veritites. That Phi- 
loſopher hath written twelve Books of 
Metaphylicks, whereof the three firſt 
are preliminary to that Science; In the 
firſt Book he teaches, that Memory is 
formed from Senſe, Experience from 
Memory, and Art and Science toge- . 
ther from Experience. He fhews that 
Sapience being a perfect knowledge of 
the firſt Principles, is preferable to Sct- 
ence; that nothing 1s known as it 
ſhould be but by the cauſes ; and that 
the ancient Philoſophers have ſome- 
times ſaid well, without knowing the 
reaſon why, becauſe they were not 
methodical in their Science. He teaches 
that the impreſſions receiv'd from Edu- 
cation and Cuſtom are great hinderan- 
ces to the knowledge of Truth ; and 

F z that 
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that to know a-right, we inuſt ſeek 
out the method moir conventent for 
the Science we inquire into, He de- 
clares 1n his third Book, That to begin 
to know we mult begin to doubt : and 
that to know Truth a-right, we muſt 
know Fallity and Untruth : There he 
refutes thoſe that explain Nature by 
Fables, deſigning thereby Pythagoras 
and P/ato, In the ſame Book he exa- 
mines if one Science may propoſe all 
other Sciences for its object. He ends 
with the Notion that he gives of Subs 
ſtance ; and enquires if there be any 
other Subſtances beſides what fall un- 
der our Senſes, ſuch as Ideas and firſt 
Matter. Having made this preparati- 
on of Queſtions .neceſlary to' his de- 
{ign, he treats. in the fourth Book of 
the Principle object of Metaphyficks, 
which 1s Bez»g, abſtracted from Mat- 
ter, in ſo much as it is Beizg. In the 
fifth Book he explains the various At- 
tributes of Bezzg, and gives a general 
notion of the terms of Metaphylicks. 
The ſixth Book 1s another Preliminary 
to the following Books, In the ſeventh 
Book 
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Book he explains the Nature of Sub- 
ſtance, which 1s the firſt of Beings, 
what 1s eflential toit, and wherein 1t 
differs from an Accident : In the eighth 
Book he diſtinguiſhes it into Subſtance 
material and Subſtance immaterial. 
There it 15 that he ſpeaks of the Sub- 
ſtantial Form, of the Numbers of ?y- 
thagoras, and the Ideas of P/ato, which 
he pretends to be no-ways ſubſtantial, 
The ninth Book 1s an Explication of 
the different kinds of Bezzg, of the 
Being actual and the Being poflible, of 
the Act and the Power, Af#ns and Po- 
textia, of the notion and difference 
thereof, and ends the Book by a Dil- 
courle of True and Falſe. In the tenth 
Book he tells what Unity 1s, which 1s 
the firſt property of a Bezzg, he ſhews 
the oppoſition between Plurality and 
Unity, he explains how and how many 
ways one thing 1s contrary to another, 
and all the Doctrine of Contraries, 
which is the ground of the moſt part 
of the Principles of Metaphyſicks. In 
the eleventh Book he repeats a great 
many things already laid down in 
P 3 the 
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the third and fourth Books, and a- 
mongl[t others, the Method of right 
doubting, to attain to right knowing : 
for he that doubts hath a greater diſpo- 
ſition to know Truth, than he that 
doubteth not : becauſe he grounds not 
the aſſurance of his judgement, but up- 
on the clearing of his uncertainties. 
Having proved Subſtantial Forms, he 
reaches in the twelfth Book that there 
are Subſtances ſeparate from Bodies, 


and that there are Spirits. All that Dil- | 


courle tends to the demonſtration of a 
firſt Mover, and to the eſtabliſhment of 
a Deity. The two following Books 
were not come to light in the time of 
Thomas Aquinas, Poſſevin in the third 
Book of his Bibliotheck pretends that 
they are none of Ariſto;/c's : but ſeeing 
there is to be found in them the ſame 
Character, the ſame Wit and the ſame 
reaſoning, all the Learned are of a con- 
trary opinion. Ir is true, that in his 
thirteenth Book there are repetitions 
about the Numbers of Pythagoras, and 
the Idea's of P/ato + But the fourteenth 
Book 1 Is 4 Collection of Axioms, Prin- 
| Cipics: 


| 
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ciples, Diviſions and admirable Defi- 
nitions, which he hath gather'd out 
of the former Books. And though his 
Metaphyſicks be rank'd in no very 
exact order, and that in many places 
thereof there be ſeveral repetitions , it 
15 notwithſtanding a fountain fertile in 
Notices, Reaſonings, Maxims, and Veri- 
ties, which are rare overtures for other 
Sciences: and there 1s nothing more 
neceſſary for a Philolopher,who would 
know things intimately, than the Me- 
taphyſicks of __ 

III. 

What is more to be wondered at 1n 
this Work, Ari/otle 1s the firſt Founder 
of that manner of Reaſoning by way of 
abſtration, and of ſpeaking of Imma- 


_ terial Beings, of Spirits, and of God 


himſelf, For the Philoſophers that went 
before him, ſpake of ſuch things with - 
little ſolidity, Ir is true Pythapor.zs 
learnt from the Hebrews, by the com- 
merce that he had with the Zgyprians, 
the Unity of one God, and taught it 
the Greciazs, But as the Egyprians were 
naturally myſterious and viſioniſts , 

P 4 Pytha- 
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Pythagoras took from them the moſt 
part of their Viſions, concerning Sp1- 
rits and Intelligences, to which the 
Egyptians aſſigned little ſubtile Bodies, 
wherewith they filled the World. And 
Pythagoras was the firſt who by that 
imagination gave occaſion to all the ex- 
_ travagancies of the Cabaliſts about Spi- 
\ rits, and to all theſe Fables, whereof the 
Author of the Cabalr hath endeavour- 
ed to renew the Notion 1n thele laſt 
times, Plato, who ſeems to lay down 
that Doctrine in his Dialogues of Epz- 
nomis and Cratilus, took it from 7Py- 
thagorzs, and Zeno the Stoick had it 
from Plato, as Lipoic relates at length, 
Apuleis pretends that Plato of all the 
Ancient Philoſophers, hath diſcourſed 
beſt of God, of Providence, of divine 
matters, and of Spirits, It muſt be 
granted that he appears more know- 
108 1n that kind of Science than any cf 


che reſt , but ſeeing he learnt of pytha- 


g0ras moſt part of what he delivers on 
thar ſubject, 1t 1s not ſure to follow 
him. Tertullian fays, That the Platc- 
viſts aſi3n'd cyen a Body to God, a 

| wel 
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well as the Srozcks. Ariſtotle, who had 
more reality in his thoughts, ſpeaks in 
another ſtrain. He had the Art to purge 
the Verities that he learnt in the School 
of Pythagoras from the raveries of the 
Pythagoreans, As tor Epycnrns he makes 
Gods of (ſo ridiculous a ſhape, that by 
owning of them he overthrows them. 
Zeno makes his Wile-man fo indepen- 
dant of Providence, and ſo equal to the 
Gods, that thereby he renders them 
contemptible: For he leaves Men to 
think of them what-ever they pleaſe. 
Chryſippus wrote ſome Treatiles of the 
Gods and a Deity ; whereof Plutarch 
ſpeaks in his Morals , but they are loſt: 
It is probable he ſpeaks no otherways 
of them, but 1n the ſentiments of Zexo. 
There is nothing in all Antiquity ſo ra- 
tionally written on that ſubje&, as the 
Books of Cicero concerning the Nature 
of the Gods. His ſentiments are as 
right, and his doctrine as found, as the 
Doctrine of a Pagan can be, But that 
which makes him ſpeak better -than 0- 
thers is, becauſe he followed the Do- 
rine of Ariſ/otle, and made uſe of his 
argu- 


arguments, to, prove a Providence. Se- 


- weca ſpeaks of a Deity but like a half- 


knowing man z the Idea that he gives 
of God, as an univerſal Spirit that ani- 
mates the World, is not exa&: but it 
ſeems reaſonable what he ſays, that 
the ſame injury 1s done to the Gods,not 
at all to believe them, , as to believe 
them to be other than what they are, 
and what they ſhould be. All that hath 
been written ſince by the later Platon- 
ffs under the Emperours carries no ſo- 


lIid character. The moſt part of the 


Greek Fathers,who were all almoſt P/a- 
roniſts, are not exact in what they ay 
| of Angels and Spirits, by reaſon of the 
_ falſe notions that they learn'd in the 
School of ?/afo, Since the eſtabliſhment 
of Chriſtianity, the Exiſtence of God, 
the Immortality of the Soul, its ſtate 
of Separation from the Body, good and 
bad Angels,and the other moſt eſſential 
truths of our Religion are fo illuſtrated, 
that none can now doubt thereof with- 
out impiety. Pomponatins in the laſt 
Age, wrote a Treatiſe of the Soul in a 


ſtrain that drew upon him the cenſures 
| of 
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of Rome. Agrippa ſpeaks like an ex- 
travagant in all the diſcourſe which he 
made of God, Religion, and Intelligen- 


ces, in the third Book of his Secret Phi- 
lolophy. Rams exceedingly {lighted 


the Metaphylicks, wherein he ſeems 
not very judicious. He would have 
joyn'd to the Body of Philoſophy, the 
knowledge of the Liberal Arts, that he 
might more ſecurely cut off the Meta- 


phyſicks. But amongſt that fearful ' 


multitude of Writings hatch'd in the 
duſt of the Schools of theſe laſt A- 
ges, there hath been nothing compo- 
ſed with greater penetration and capa- 
city, than the Metaphyſicks of Suarez 
the Fe/uit, That piece, which con- 
tains all the (ubtility and force of the 
Schools, is one of the wondertul pro- 
ductions of thele laſt times. Ir cannot 
be roo much recommended to young 


Divines, who by a falle appetite to a 


new method forſake the Scholaftick 
way 1n their diſputes, that they may 
become Hiſtorians : becaule it is leſs 
trouble to them to make an oſtentation 
of their memory, than to give poop 
| 0 
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of their judgement. There hath been 
in thele laſt times a croud of Commen- 
tatours, who in a profound ſtile have 
written on the Metaphylicks of Ar:- 
ſfotle : amongſt others Fonſeca a Portu- 
 gueſe Jeſuit. Sir Kenelm Digby is too 
abſtract in his Treatiſe of the Immorta- 
lity of the Soul. The Metaphyſical Me- 
ditations of Deſcartes have been held in 
reputation z for he hath dived into 
theſe matters more than others. In 
his firſt Meditation he teaches man to 
doubt well, that he may know a-right : 
he proves in the ſecond, that the 
Thought 15 more ſenſible and better 
known than the Body. The third is a 
Demonſtration of the Exiſtence of 
God. The fourth, a Method of di- 
icerning of Truth and Falſhood. The 
fifth treats of the Eſſence of material 
Beings, The fixth explains their Exi- - 
_ ſence: and the Concluſion is a real Di- 
ſtintion betwixt the Body and the 
Thoughts, for the eſtabliſhing thar 
great Principle, 7 think, therefore 1 am ; 
to which may be added his Anſwers to 
the Objections of Gaſſeadus , which 
| have 
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have the {ame force as the reſt of his ' 
Works. wills an Eppliſh Phyſician 
hath written rationally of Separated 
Forms, There are not many Works 
compoſed in theſe laſt times of ſuch a 
nature: wherein the Speculations of 
Natural Philoſophy take up the minds 
of men, more than thoſe of Metaphy- 
ſicks. It were to be wiſhed that men 
would employ them in ſubjects that are 
_ capable thereof : but the Idea and De- 
ſign of ſome Speculatives is not to be 
approved, who mingle too much Me- 
taphyſicks with Religion: which ought 
to be handled more plainly, and in a 
leſs abſtracted manner than other ſub- 
jects ; becauſe there is nothing more 
real, nor more ſimple. 

IV. 

Though this Science be ſo much en- 
quired into already by the Works I 
have been ſpeaking of, yet it might 
{till be more improved by Reflexions 
that might be made on the Principles 
and Reaſonings of Ari/tot/e , becauſe 
what conſiſts in Conceptions and I- 
deas cannot be limited : but there - 

| nee 
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need of a diſpoſition proper for Re- 
flexion and reaſoning in ſuch an eflay : 
for that-Science reaſons, and reflects 
on. its reaſonings more than others. 
Yet it meets likewiſe with great Obſta- 
cles in its procedure z whereof the 
firſt is, that it marches ( to uſe the 
word) by ways not much frequented, 
and by unknown paths, having no- 
thing ſufficiently eſtabliſhed ; for it 
| hath hardly any true Definition, or 
_ exact andcompleat Diviſion : and ſee- 
ing it gives occaſion to many doubt- 
ings, it furniſhes Matter of Diſpute, 


there being none of the Principles 


thereof that can be univerſally agreed 
upon. The ſecond obſtacle is the na- 
tural timidity of the mind of man, 
which looks upon Metaphylicks, being 
abſtracted from Matter and Senſe, to be 
aboye its ſtrength : whereby it be- 
comes like to thoſe timorous and ull- 
aſſured Travellers, who go by ways 
that they know not. The third Ob- 
Macle is, a great number of hard and 
barbarous Terms, obſcure and perplex- 
ed Definitions, thouſands of Concep- 

trons 
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tions and Reaſonings hatched in the 
Duſt of the Schools, which render 
that Science deftitute of the uſual 
Charms of other Sciences. The fourth 
is a ſtock of wrangling, and a heap of { 
thorny and di{pleaſing Queſtions, fitter 

to confound than inſtruct the mind. 

The laſt Obſtacle 1s, the rarity of Spt- 

rits fit for that Science, Spirits that are 

either too profound or too ſuperficial are ' : 
not proper for it. By the too great pro- - 
foundneſs of meditation men are apt to  _ 
fall into a black and melancholick Phi- 
loſophy : as it happened to Agrippa in 
his Metaphylicks. And by the vivacity 
of an atery and ſuperficial wit, they are 


apt to-evaporate_1n oy and ſpongie 
imaginations :(aS'1t betel Caraan, who; 


wandered among the Vihons of the, 
moſt chymerical Philoſophy in the 

World , andas it happens daily to wits-- 
| that have no fonndation. There hath». 
lately come abroad a Treatiſe of Meta-3 
phyſicks, printed at Zopdez, and com-/ 
poſed by Henry More, which overturns* 
all the Reaſons that Deſcartes makes uſe. 


of to prove the exiſtence of God, and 
which 
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which overthrows the-moſt part of his 
Meditations. That were no great mat- 
ter, if that Exg/ijh Philoſopher did not 
wound Deſcartes in his Religion, when 
he declaims againſt his Natural Philo- 
ſophy, which he would have paſs for 
Libertimiſm, as well as that of Mr. 
Hobbes, The Carteſians, who are jea- 


lous of the honour of their opinion, 


have Reaſon to make their zeal flaſh out 
againſt that Author, by juſtifying the 
reputation of their Maſter, There 
might be a great many other Reflextons 
made, it theſe Metaphyſical Ideas were 
not ſo obſcure. Let us now ſee, before 
we end this diſcourſe, what 1s the uſe 
that is to be made of Philoſophy in 
matters of Religion,” which ought in- 
deed to be all the fruit of it, For men 
are not over tender of Religion, when 
once they become Philoſophers. 


The end of the fifth Part, 
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The Uſe which is to be made 
OF | 


PHILOSOPHY; 
Matters of Religion. 


I. 
. TS He firſt Inſtrument that Re. 
RE ligion makes ule of to prove 
7 Oats Its maximes, is Reaſon , and 
SI Reaſon cannot be rightly 
employed but by Philoſophy , which 


reduces it into method by giving it 
principles. It is therefore 1 umportant 


Q. that 
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chat Philoſophy it ſelf ſhould be ſound, 
that it may itamp a right Character on 
the mind, and condutt it ſecurely in 
a way, which one cannot miſtake or 
loſe without Eternal Ruine, And 
therefore it is that Zed antize ſays, that 
Philoſophy is of great uſe to a Man, 
when he hath once got ſome TinQure 
of Religion. But Men may eaſily a- 
buſe ſo advantagious a means , by the 
bad uſe that the mind of Man may 
make of it, when it yields to the con- 
dud of paſſion, intereſt, or prejudices. 
This made Calicles in Plato ſay, that 
Philoſophy taken the wrong way was 
| ableto ſpoil Religion. There is there- 
fore great circumſpeCtion to be uſed as 
to that, Faith is an Heavenly Un&i- 
on, that will eaſily corrupt in a mind 
infeted with falſe Dorine. And as 
any Liquor would be ſoon ſpoiled ian 
impure Veſlel : ſo nothing 1s more ca. 
pable to alter the purity of Relipjon, 
than the impurity of ſentiments where- 
with it 15 received, It's not that one 
muſt needs be a Philoſopher , to be a 
Chriſtian, nor that the Wiſdom of the 

World 


the Uſe of Philoſophy, 225 

World is a rule to the Wiſdom of Hea- 
ven, But that the reaſon of Man being 
ſubmitted to Faith , Faith how Divine 
{oever it be, condeicends to make uſe 
of Humane Reaſoning, to bring Rea- 
ſon to 1ts Obedience. So that 1t can- 
not be abſolutely pure, if Philoſophy, 
which 1s the Inſtrument that it makes 
uſe of, be not ſo likewiſe. This obliged 
St. Paul to admonith the Primitive 
Chriſtians to beware , leſt any Man 
ſhould ſpoil them through Philoſophy, and 
vain Deceit, through the Traditions 0 

Men, according to the Rudiments of the 
world, and not after Chriſt,) The 
World was ſo infefted with the diffe- 
rent opinions of ſo many Philoſophers, 

that a Chriſhan needed all his Wits a- 
bout him to guard himſelf from that 
danger. For Tertellizz oblerves, that 
' the Primitive Hereſies ſprang only 
| from theopinions, wherein thote that 
were the Authours of them had been 
bred. Philoſophy ill underſtood, ſaith 
St. Auguſtin, made the Egyptians 
Worthip the Sun and Stars, The 7Ya- 
lentinians, againſt whom St, 1ren4-95 
Q 2 V FICS, 
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writes,came out of the School of Dzope- 
es and Epicurus; the Gnoſticks out of 
Plato's;and theManichees out of that of 
Pythagoras. Martian became Heretick b 

the Doctrine of Zexo, and Mares waa 
the principles of his opinion from a 
' Saracen Philoſopher , whom St. Ep:- 
phanius mentions. St. Ferome aſſures 
us that it was the Morality of the Sto- 
icks that made the Pelagians fall into 
errour, But what happened in the 
Primitive Ages by that manner of de- 
pendance which Religion hath on Phi- 
lolophy , 1s come to pals in the laſt. 
Poſſevin obſerves, that 1t is incredible 
how many Libertines and Hereticks 
the reading of Averroes made in Eu- 
rope, Alphonſus King of Caſtile cen- 
ſured the Workman-ſhip of God , by 
Criticifing on Nature, and grew imp1- 
ous by the ſtudy of the Arabian Phi- 
loſophers, and by the pleaſure he took 
in the ravingsof a Spaniſh Few , who 

found out the motion of Trepidation in 
the Firmament. Agrippa ſpoiled his 
ſpirit by the reading of Porphyrie , Pro- 
c/11;, and Pleſſus, that is to lay, by the 


Philolophy of Plazo, as he himſelf 
confeſſes. Cervetus a Spaniard, and 
Socinus an Italian , made only uſe of 
Philoſophy, ta make Innovations in 
Religion. And it is pretended that 
the Philoſophy of Pobariva was at 
firſt well received in the North, be- 
caule it ſeemed to favour the opinion 
of Calvin, which is in greateſt Vogue 
there: for the principles of that new 
Philoſophy lead a Man to believe that 
the Creature in its freeſt ARtions , as 
only by the impulſe of the Creator, 
and that it is God alone that wills in 
the willings of Man. In fine, nothing 
tends more to the corruption of the 
Heart, than the corruption of Do- 
rine z and there is nothing that over- 
throws Religion, ſo much as the yain 
Reaſonings of a falſe Philoſophy. It 
is not by the School of Errour and Ly- 
ing , that one becomes a Diſciple of 
truth : neither was it by the incon- 
ſtancy and levity of Humane Opini- 
ons, that the Apoſtles became the Pil- 
lars of Faith. That was allo the rea- 

ſon that moved the Fathers in ſome 
Q 3 Coun- 
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... counſels, to order the Profeflors of Phi- 
lolophie not to teach any Dodrines 
that were prejudicial to Religion. 

| II. 

It much concerns a Chriſtian then, 
not to make ule indifferently of every 
kind of Philoſophy, ſeeing the ule of 
It may prove ſo dangerous : it is even 
Prudence to make {ure 1n the choice 
that is to be made amongſt ſo many 
different opinions, as have paſſed cur- 
rent in all Ages. -But what aflurance 
1s there amidit ſo many clouds wherein 
Truth is commonly wrapped up ?: to 
which may be added the obſcurity of 
Natural things ; the weakneſs of the 
Spirit of Man ,. the erroneouſnels of the 
Judgement of the Senſes naturally Im- 
poſtrous : 1n a word,Opinion and Pafſi- 
on, which are perpetual hindrances to 
Natural evidences ; as well as all theſe 
idle and curious Speculations, to which 
Philoſophers are ſubje&, 8 which ſerve 
more for oſtentation and the Pomp of 
Science, than the condud of the Mind, 
and edification of manners. Whence 
appears how empty and-vain Humane 


Wil- 
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- Wiſdom is, whereof all the Light can 
only ſerve to ſeduce and lead Men out 
of the way : Becauſe, ſaith St. 4ugnſtin, 
God hath concealed Truth from Man, 
as well for the puniſhment of his crime, 
as toinftruct him of his miſery. Where- 
fore that we may not miſtake our 
ſelves, let us begin to ſtudy what 1s to 
be believed, before we ſet our ſelves on 
Reaſoning, Let us regulate the uſe of 
our Faith, that we may regulate the 
uſe of our Reaſon: let us be Chriſtians 
before we be Philoſophers : let our firſt 
Wiſdom and our chief Philoſophy be 
ourRe)igion.Men learn to reaſon byPhi- 
Iofophy ; but they learn to ſubmit their 
.minds to Reaſon and eternal Verity, by 
Chriſtianity, Let us know the duties 
thereof by the ſtudy of the Law, which 
is, fays St. Chryſoſtom,the rule of Know- 
ledge and Truth : That we may learn 
that method of Reaſoning which may 
be moſt ſurtable to it, let us apply 
our {elves to the Doctrine of the Go- 
{pe} which the pride of Pagan Philo- 
ophers could never comprehend, and 
our Reaſon will ſettle it ſelf upon ſo 
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ſolid a foundation : becauſe there is 
nothing bat Faith,that can give bounds 
to the mind of Man, ſtay the incon- 
ftancy of his Reaſon, and fix it on its 
object. Let us not expoſe our ſelves 
to the agitation of our vain Reaſon- 
ings, which are apt to carry us fur- 
ther than we ſhould go. Happy is he, 
who admidſ{t the waves of this Sea, 
which 1s always toſſed with the er- 
rours and opinions 1n Religion that 
reign in the World, hath taken the 


courle to ſtick cloſe to the immoveable. 


foundation of the Word of God. 
NG © 

Religion 1s then the firſt Principle 
according to which Humane Wiſedom 
is to take its meaſures: ſo that all the 
different methods of ancient or modern 
Philoſophy, all the new Syſtems of Na- 
tural, and all the new Maxims of Mo- 
ral Philolophy,may be good, if they be 
not contrary to it, For the Goſpel 
ought to be the rule of our ſentiments, 
What 1s not conform to that Rule, 
leads to diſorder. The Doctrine of 
14:0 or Ariſtotle,Gaſſendus or Deſcartes, 
43 not to be eſteem'd, but in ſo much 
as 
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as it fayours Religion ; which ſhould be = 7 
the firſt of all Philolophies. Let us - 
forſake all the reſt , for all other Scien- _ 
ces are but illuſion, and every other 
Ligbt but a tranſitory flaſh, fitter to a- 
mule our curioſity than to ſatisfie our 
mind, To ſpeak properly, we know 
things but as in dream, and are igno- 
rant of them in efte&t: Yea, and we 
would pitty our own ignorance; if our 
vanity kept itnot from our Knowledge. 
The moſt frivolous Queſtion in the 


World, divided all the minds of Anti- 


quity: and after almoſt three thouſand 
Years of dilpute, it is not as yet well 
decided, Thales and his Diſciples un- 
til Plato, ſays Plutarch, have denied a 
Vacuity in Nature, thoſe that follow'd 
after, to begin with Democritzs 'and 
Epicurs, and to continue until our new 
Atomiſts, have taught it. Men diſ- 
pute thereon ſtil] every day, and come 
to no agreement. That degree of Cer- 
tainty, which was heretofore with ſo 
many Reaſonings ſought for in the A- 
cademy, tended only to uncertainty, 


In fine, the knowledge of Man ftag-' . * 


gers always in doubting and — 
an 
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and Truth 1s only come into the World 
by FESUS CHRIST, Faithalone 
can teach that Divine Philoſophy, 
which none of the Great Men of the 
World have been able to know. To 
open our Eyes to ſo pure a Light is the 
way to be1llumunated.It was not by the 
force. of Syllogilms and Arguments 
that .Men were convinced of that Phi- 
loſophy.; but by the Simplicity and Ig- 
norance of thole that publiſhed it in the 
World : the Greeks and Romaps {ub- 
mitted all their pride and haughtineſs 
of mind to the Goſpel , whole vertue 
was ſo powerful, that it made its Firſt- 
Diſciples its greateft Votaries. It is 
Faith:then, which ought to make all 
the: Wit and Knowledge of man : for 
he that ſhall follow his ownUnderſtand- 
ing, will undoubtedly loſe himſelf. 

F 1 Wi. - 

Faith having undeceived man of the 
counterfeit gliſterings, which ſhined 
in the Philoſophy of the Heathens, it 
accuſtomed him to diſpute no more a- 
bout thoſe things, which God hath not 
{ubmitted roReafoning,and taught _ 
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that it is better not to know what God 
hath thought fit to conceal from him, 
and with a reverent 1gnorance to adore 
the Secrets, which he hath not reveal- 
ed to us, than to undertake to ſfound- \ 
that Abyſs of knowledge, by the raſh- 
neſs of our conjectures, and the faint 
views of our Reaſon. To this Divine 
beam of Faith, the Faithful took plea- 
ſure to ſacrifice all theſe inſolent curio- 
ſiries, which made them too raſhly ex- 
amine the works of God, by examining 
of Nature; and to ſtifle all the pro- 
ſpecs of that proud Reaſon, which ad- 
di&t them to the Creature, to.make 
them revolt againſt the Creatour. It 
was by the rays of that moft Heavenly 
Light, that the Chriſtian came to un- 

derſtand that it was better to be ſub- 
miſive, than to reaſon 1n matters of 

Religion ; that the ſmalneſs of Wit was 

ſomewhat more advantageous tq make 

2 man a Believer, than all the force and 

acuteneſs of Underſtanding, and that 

the ſimplicity of Faith was. preferable 

to all the luſtre and reputation of Sci- 
Ence ; becauſe that the works of God, 

| which 
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which carry the greateſt marks of his 
Omnipotency and Character, are thoſe 
which we leaſt underſtand:ſo that there 
is nothing more reaſonable than .to 
humble Reaſon, and to ſubmut it to the 
direQzon of Eternal Reaſon, which is 
the Rule of all other Reaſons; and the 
rather, ſeeing that there is no kind of 
Science, which depends not on ſubmiſſi- 
on, that it may ſettle it ſelf by its Prin- 
ciples. Is it juſt that Men ſhould exer- 
cile a kind of tyranny upon our belief 
and upon our minds, for things inditfe- 
rent, ſuch as are Arts and Sciences, and 
that we ſhould take our freedom as tq 
Religion? We are told things incompre- 
henſible in the name of Deſcartes, from 
which we reap no advantage; we take 
them on their bare word : And having 
moſt credible Myſteries delivered to us 
in the Name of God, which aſſures us 


| of Eternal Life, ſhall we not believe 


them ? V. 

When Reaſon is once {ubmiſſive,Phi- 
loſophy which is its rule may be uſeful 
to explain it, That 1s the firlt uſe that is 
to be made of Philoſophy in Religion, 
So it was that 4natolins B.of Laodicea,S. 
Ferom 
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Ferom, S. Aupuſtin,Theodoret,Didymus of 
Alexandria, Boetins, S, Fohn Damaſcen, 
and many others, began firft amongſt 
Chriftians to give vogue to the Philoto- 
phy of 4r:/torle : which afterwards was 
continued by the Fathers and Divines 
in the Church, to defend the Chriſtian 
Religion againſt Paganiſm and Herelſie. 
And though our Religion be not groun- 
ded on human Reaſoning , but on the 
ſimplicity of a pure Faith, which is al- 
ways oppoſite to the weak and corrupt 
mind of Man : yet it is lawful to under- 
prop that Faith by all the force of Hu- 
man Reaſon, when onee it hath begun 
to givelaw unto Reaſon. And ſo does 
God Almighty, who draws light out 
of darkneſs, ſpeak to us by the Mouth 
of Men, as by the moſt proportionate 
inſtrument to the weakneſs of our Un- 
der{tandings: and yet that Inſtrument 
diminiſhes nothing of the Dignity of 
him that employes it. The moſt pro- 
fane Creatures are as ſo many yoices 
Which publiſh the Glory and Holineſs 

of the Creatour; and what is even moſt 
ſtupid and dumb in Nature ſerves to 
inſtruct us in the knowledge of God - 

- an 
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_ and ſhall not the words, the reaſon; 

the terms and expreſſions of Ariſtorle, 
be made uſe of by us in ſpeaking of 
Religion, becauſe they are the words 
and expreſſions of an Heathen ? What 
reaſon have we to boggle at them, at- 
ter that all the Learned and PiousMen, 
who knew and lived in the purity of 
Chriſtian Religion as well, if not bet- 
ter then we, have ſo employed them ; 
let us ſtick to a Cuſtom Authorized 
to us by the example of theſe Holy 
Men. And whatever may be objected 
to us, let us never give cavelling A- 
theiſts , and the Enemies of our Re- 
| ligion, the ſatisfaction to change the 

Language of the Church, by the uſe 
of new Philoſophies, which Men would 
bring in credit , ſeeing that the Anci- 
ent Philoſophy, beſides terms of Ex- 

laining, may likewiſe furniſh Re- 
Ro with a Method: of Reaſon- 


ing. 
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| Beſides the terms and method 
which Philoſophy may furniſh Religi- 
on With, to ſerve it as an Inſtrument 
in what it thinks and ſays, it may like- 
wiſe afford it reaſons, to arm thoſe that 
defend it, and diſarm its Adverfaries, It 
was Philoſophy that firſt began to o- 
pen the great Bookof the World, for 
. an inſtruction to the Learned, and Un- 
learned and by the beauty of the Crea- 
tures; to declare to all the Nations of 
the World, the Greatneſs and Power 
of the Creator. It wasſhe that by her 
Leſſons raiſed the Spirit of Man from 
the Knowledge of io many wonders, 
to the knowledge of their Original, by 
diſcovering to him the Cauſe of theſe 
admirable Effe&ts. It was Philoſophy 
which made Man underſtand that voice 


of the Heavens and Stars,which declare 


the Glory of God, that he might come 
tothe knowledge of his greatneſs. By 
that marvellous ſucceſſion of Day and 
Night, by that conſtant and uniform 
revolution of Seafons, by that Order 
and Harmony of Elements, and of - 

ene 


240 | Reflexions on 
the parts that compoſe the Univerſe z 
as by the loud ſound of a Trumpet, 
that Sciepce publiſhed the Divinity of 
ſo great a Maſter , by expofing to view 
the lineaments of ſo perfect a work, Ir 
was Philoſophy in fine, which taught 
Pythagoras, Hippocrates, Socrates, Plato, 
and Ariſtotle , who were the ſolideft 
Heads of Antiquity, the Unity of the 
Godhead , whereof they themſelves 
were convinced by the bare and ſimple 


contemplation of this great Theatre | 


of the World. But that which ſerved 
to inſtru theſe Great Men in ſo im- 
portant a truth, ſerved only to puzzle 
and confound the proud minds of a 
great many ſtinted Souls, who, as St. 
Paul ſays , became vain 1n their 
thoughts, and their foolith heart was 
full of darkneſs, and when they profeſ- 
ſed themſelves to be wiſe , became 
Fools: becauſe they rendred to the 
Creature, the Honours that were 'onl 
due tothe Creator ; by the wrong uſe 
that they made of their Reaſon and 
Philoſophy. They applied themſelves 
to the ftudy of Nature, without reve- 
Feet; rencing 
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rencing the Authour thereof, Thus it 
hapned with Epicurws, who pretended 
that Natural Philoſophy was fit for no- 
thing but to ſtifle all theſe kinds of 
fears which the impreſhons of Religt- 
on -may cauſe in the Soul. On the 
contrary Plato made uſe of Natural 
Philoſophy only ro prove the exiſtence 
of God, by the exiſtence of the 
World: as a Workman is known by 
his Work. And Arifotle reduces. al- 
moſt all his reaſfonings about motion, 
to that admirable demonſtration of a 
firſt mover, which Avicenna takes to 
be one of the moſt evident demon- 
{trations of the Phyſicks of that Philo- 
{opher. So true it is, that it is but on- 
ly an infirmity of mind , that makes . 
Men ſo uneaſfily believe what is propo- 
ſed to them by Religion, For when 
one hath reaſon, it is no trouble to him 
to uſe it, by ſubjecting the ſame 1n 
ſuch ſubjects , where it ought to be. 
ſubmiſſye, 


Ii 7 
VII, 
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VII. 
Theſe are the chief uſes that may be 
made of Philoſophy in matters of Re- 
ligion , wherein it may likewiſe give 
weight to the Reaſonings that are em- 
Aw for eſtabliſhing the maxims 
hereof : it may ſerve to unmask 
Impoſtures , the errour whereof dif- 
guiſes it ſelf under ſo many different 
Thapes: it may repreſs that immode- | 
rate Iiberty, which the Wile of the | 
World take ro themſelves of inquiring 
to0 curiouſly into matters which ex- 
ceed their capacity : it teaches Rea- 
ſon nor to ſtartle ar things which ſeem 
moſt incredible, when it hath once 
| beenable to make it per eive the Au- 
thority of God, by reviewing theſe ad- 
mirable Idea's of the Virtue of the 
Goſpel, wherewith a ſmall number of 
Fiſher-men by their ſimplicity triumph 
over all the Wiſdom of Arhens and 
Rome, and by their Patience and Humi- 
lity render themſelves Maſters of the 
Miſtreſs of the World. In this man- | 
ner it was that Origen, who thought 
himſelf obliged, as Euſebirs aflures us, | 
| to | 
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to juſtifie his conduct in, his applicati= 
on-totheſtudy of Pagan Philoſophers, 
asQ6t unbeſceminsg a Chriſtian, made 
uſe of: Philoſophy,:and gave even rules 
how touleit, by ſhewing, Chriſtians, 
thatMen ought only to be Philofophiers, 
to fettle themſelves in the Faith, and 
therein to become impregnable: by the 
{ame principle aflaring them, that Phi 
loſophy: ought not to be confidered, but 
as a] Inftrument of Religion. What he 
explained to them by that judicious res 
flexion,was the ſame that St.C/ement of 
Alexazariahad done betore him:iaying, 
that it-feemed God was pleaſed to give 
g'pattern of that conduct,by whathe 1n- 
{pired-idto the Iſraelites; when he orde- 
red.them: to make ule of the riches and 
ſpoils of  Zgypr, to adorn the things that 
concerned Religion and his: Worſhip. 
For-077gen recommended nothing fo 
much-to the Chriſtian Philoſophers, as 
the reading of the Holy Scriptures 5 
andita read them with-an'attention ſu- 
table to the Heavenly Truths which ſo 
Divine Books contained, that they 
might attainto the knowledge of Sa- 
2 cred 
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cred Myſteries, by ſingleneſs of heart 
and humility of mind. And inſtead 
of diſputing about Religion , as Men 
diſpute abour indifferent things in the 
Schools, he would have Men adore 
with reverence the Majeſty of Holy 
Myſteries, and believe oomrothen 
bility with ſubmiſhon, Thus it was, 
that that Learned Man made uſe of 
prophane Sciences, and Secular Philo- 
ſophy to guide his Diſciples to Jeſus 
Chriſt, and to raiſe them to Faith , as 
St. Ferom aflures us. a 
VIII. | 
Theſe Terms, that Method,and theſe 
Reaſons, which Philoſophy may fur- 
niſh Religion with, would not be ſuffi- 
cient , if it did not likewiſe give it a 
kind of diſcretion, to prepare the mind 
to the Light of Faith, by the Light of 
Nature, which is the firſt principle of 
the operation of the Soul. For it hap- 
pens that Man 1s often deceived, and 
that unhappineſs may proceed, ſaith 
St. Auguſtin, from the weakneſs of his 
Heart, though 1t proceeded not from 
the wickedneſs and prefumprion - 
Is 
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his mind. And lceing the Philoſopher 
is more ſubject to that than the ſimple 
ignorant, that Holy Father concludes 
in the {ame place, that Man ſhould nor 
become a Philoſopher, but that he may 
think on Eternity which 1s his end. 
That gave occaſion to Thomas Aquinas 
to begin his Treatiſe of Religion a- 
gainſt the Genziles , by this Queſtion, 
what « the Obligation of the wife 
Maz, and the chief duty of a Philo- 
ſopher: and he concludes, that it 1s zo 
ſearch the Verity, which is the Original 
of all Yerities , as he proves by the 
Teſtimony of Ariffotle, That was 
lIikewile the chief ſtudy of the Primi- 
tive Chriſtians, who were Philoſophers: 
and not only made uſe of their Philo- 
{ophy to find out the Truth of Religt- 
on: but likewiſe to teach it to thoſe 
who were ignorant thereof, and to de- 
fend it againſt thoſe that attacked the 
ſame. In that manner did St. Fnftin, 
Tatiaz his Diſciple, Arhenagoras, and 
Clemens Alexandrinus, who were the 
firſt Philoſophers of the Chriſtian Re- 
gion , employ their Phi'oſophy to 
| '- V3 main- 
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maintain-their Fanh;by juſtifying their 
Condud againit che Calumnies of Pa- 
gans,and overthrowing the falſe noti- 
ons that were put into the minds of 
the people. In that manner Tertulliax 
made-his Zeal manifeſt in that admira- 
ble Apology, which he made of Reli- 
gion ; where amongft ſo many other 
xealons, which ſo. juſt a caule as that 
which he handled might furnith him 
with, the life of Chriftians was one of 
thechiet; that life ſo pure,ſo holy,ſo far 
above ſenſe; that fidelity,diſ-intereſted- 
neſs and Charity wherewith all their 
actions were animated , which made 
them pray for thoſe that perſecuted 
them, And in fine, their innocence fer- 
ved him asa hving Image of the Holi- 
neſs of the Goſpel they preached;to:ftop 
the mouth of Errour and Impoſture.0- 
ri2ex took another Method againft Ce/- 
ſ#s, whohaving been a Jew turned-Pa- 
gan.He proves the Verity of Chriftiani- 
ty by the Divinity of Jeſus Chriſt : by 
making appear.thatnothing 1s objected 
againſt Jeſus Chriſt, which mayinot be 
objected againſt A2oſes;Secing that Fe- 
#us Chriſt, cannot be the Ting of 
£1T 
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the Law, as he is, but it muſt the 
ſtrongeſt proof of the Authority of the 
Law-giver. For, it he be not the 
Truth , the Law and all the Prophets 
are but a Lie. St. Hippo/itus makes 
ule of another Argument : Ye cannot 
concetve, lays he to Un-believers, rhe 
manner how ye are formed, and ye 
aare pretend to now the Eternal Ge- 
meration of the Sox of God, Tr is not 
by curiofity , but by ſubmiſſion that 
one becomes a Believer. Faith ma- 
nifeſts its Light only to him who can 
blind his reaſon : and for all its obſeu- 
rity, 1t deſerves adoration even of thoſe 
who underſtand it not. Among the 
other Arguments of Minutins Felix, 
there 1s not any ſtronger than this: The 
belief of an Infidel leading only to 
doubting and uncertainty , he ſhould 
do as does a Traveller, who finds him- 
ſelf amongſt many ways, and knows 
not the right. If he be wiſe he ftops, 
not daring to follow any of them in 
the doubt rhat he is in, and being una- 
ble co follow them all:which Libertines 
do not, who having no other ground 
R 4 for 
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for their Libertiniſm, but their uncer- 
tainty ; yet ſtill purſue the wrong way 
and perſiſt in their Errour , being un- 
able to take the reſolution, which the 
{illyeſt people do in their moſt ordina- 


nary affairs, not to a&t on any doubt ; _ | 


for it is prudence to endeayour to be 


ſure in what one doeth. It is upon 


the Vanity and Falfity of Idols, and the 
extravagance of the Pagan Religion, 
that St. Cyprian, Arnooins , Lattantins 
his Scholar, Ewſebius Biſhop of Ceſarea, 
and St. Cyril of Alexandria eſtabliſhed 
the Chriſtian Religion, The Treatiſe 
of Theodoret concerning Providence, 
and St. Auguſtins Book of the City of 
God, are moſt Learned and Solid Apo- 
logtes for our Faith , full of profound 
Learning and' admirable Eloquence. 
And this was the way that all the Fa- 
thers almoſt employed their Science 
and Philoſophy, every one in his own 
Method to defend Chriſtian Religion, 
which was attacked by all the violence 
of the powers of the Earth , by all the 
| Learning of Pagan Philoſophers, and 
by all the wickedneſs of Hereticks. 


IX. 


[ 
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I X. 

But as the primitive Chriſtians were 
more taken up to detend their Religion 
againſt its Enemies, and to be always 
ready for Martyrdom by a pure and 


_- holy Lite, than to unfold the Myſte- 


ries of our Faith: ſo the moſt part of 
the ancient Apologiſts contented them- 
ſelves to juſtihie their Belief againſt the 
calumnies that were raiſed againſt it, 
without explaining the ground of their 
Religion, that they might not pro- 
fane holy things, by diſcovering them 
to Infidels, Ir was neceſſary in the In- 
fancy of the Church to veil from the 
World corrupted with Idolatry , the 
new Spirit oft our Faith, whereof the 
Pagans were not capable. Bur; ſince 
our Eyes 1n theſe laſt Ages have been 
accuſtomed to the light of the Goſpel, 
it hath been thought more fit to unfold 
the Sanity of our Auguſt myſteries, 
than to ob[cure them under ambiguous 
terms; and this hath been the courſe 
that the later Apologiſts have follow'd. 
Thomas Aquinas in his Work againſt the 
Gentiles, ſhews in the firſt three Books 


of 
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of it, That there is nothing in the Chri- 
ſtian Faith but what is conform to the 
light of Nature: and in the fourth he 
teaches, that though it be highly eleva- 
ted above the wit of Man, yet it con- 
tains nothing contrary to Reaſon, $S4- 
vanarola hath gathered all that is ſolid 
in the Fathers on that ſubje&; to which 
he hath added this argument which 1s 
properly his own. | 
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His Will is orderly, and his Realon ir- 
regular, his Underſtanding is out of the 
way, though he have innocence and 
| probity for 1cs guides. | In fine, he 
is but a Hodge-podge of: Truch and 
Falſhood, of Purity and'*Corruptio 
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| 10Nn, 
In the ſame manner, {ays:that Divine, 
If FE SUS CHRIST be notGod, 
he is at the ſame time'the moſtholy and 
the moſt flagitious 'Perſon - that: ever 
was. For-it is the greateſtaf crimes 
tq deſire to be taken for a God, 'when 


One 
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ane-is.not,. How couldiit be, that fo 
_ great Injuſtice ? that the proudeft Man 
that ever was ſhould be the Mafter of 
the moſt perfe&t notion of Humility 


that can be? that ſo holy a Doarine as 


the Goſpel-ſhould be the Work of :an 
Impoſtor ; and that fo perfect a Mora- 
lity, ſhould be eſtabliſhed on fo great 
4Wickedriels ? The Treatiſe of the 


| * truth of Faith compoled by Zudovicus 


Yzues, 1s an Abridgement of all that 
the Fathers have written upon Reli- 
g10n, reduced into Method. One of 


| his ſtrongeſt Arguments, is the accom- 


pliſhment of the Prophecy of Hoſes 
concerning the deſtiny of the Fews, 
which he handles in his third Book, 
and whereof Saint Augn/tin ſpeaks in 
the eighteen Chapter of the 28. Book 
of the City of God : but which ſeems 
not to be ſet off to all its advantages by 
Fives, for there 1s nothing more con- 
vincing to a ſolid mind, than a Pro- 
phecy delivered near a thouſand years 
before it come to pals, and which 1s 
literally verified throughout the whole 
World, 
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"World, for above thele ſixteen hun- 


ered years. The Work of arcil;us 
Ficins 15 nothing almoſt but a proof of 
the Divinity of FESUS CHRIST, 
juitihed by the Prophets of the old Te- 
ftiment, by the Miracles of the New, 
and by the truth of the Dodrine which 
ignorant men without paſſion or inter- 
eſt have preached, who never deceived 
any,nor were ever deceived themſelves. 
I thall wave the Writings of a great 


many modern Apologiſts, which are . 


every-where extent,for proof of the ve- 
rity of Chriſtian Religion ; which hav- 
ing been once ſettled upon the foun- 
dation of the Word of God, has ſtood 
unſhaken amid{t the Revolutions of 
Empires, fortitying it ſelf maugre the 
tempetts raiſed againſt it in the World, 
by no other defence but that of Pati- 
ence and Modeſty. - 'What I have ſaid 
of orhers, may ſuffice to give a Chri- 
{tian Philoſopher an Idea of the uſe he 
ſhould make of his Philoſophy, in 1m1- 
tation of thoſe Great men, who have 
only employ'd it for the eſtabliſhment 
and defence of Religion, For all ing 
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well conſidered, that is the only ſolid 
and real enjoyment of this Life, The 

-- truth is all things elle being tranſitory 
and periſhing, the true Wiſdom is to 
think of Eternity, and to be a good 
Man is the beſt of Philoſophies, 


